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CHAPTER I. 

FIFCEE JlXD rC>U.T. 

These are a few dsjs in our amasiital dasoa — tot fev 
and rare! — vben we drmw the cnrtua j^aisst the glire of 
the son at breakfast, and m in the erenntg are glad to 
gather arooDd the ebeerful giov of the €re. These are dajs 
of varied skies, with fleecr doods Ijrii^ low besealh a faftnd 
expanse of blne^ with isaasi^e shadows on the iDonntains, 
and here and there over the landscape tips of sunlit that 
make the meanest objects pictiires; aod, wish all theae^ 
a breex J wind that scatters the jeOow leaves and shakes the 
tzee-topss while it curls the current of the bright ri\Yr into 
mimic waves. The sportsman wiQ tell yoa that on soch dars 
the birds are somewhat wild, and the airier wiQ vow that no 
fish will rise to the flv, nor is it a scent-lvin? dav for the 
harriers ; and yet, with all this, there is a spring and ela$> 
ticitv in the air that impart themselves to the temperament, 
so that the active grow energetie. and even the indol^it feel 
no tooch of lassitode. 

It was on the momii^ of soch a dav that Banington, with 
his sister and granddai^ter, drew n^ the Home. Conyers 
had parted with them at Doblin, where his regiment was now 
statiooed, bat was to foQow in a day or two. All the ile- 
scriptioDS — descriptions which had taken the shape of warn- 
ings — which Ibey had given Jii^sophine of the cotiiuro c*^nM 
not prevent her asking at each tarn of the n>ad if that lar^e 
house vender, if that sombre tower over the trees, if that 
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2 BARRIXGTOX. 

massive gate-lodge were not theirs. ^^I know this is it, 
grandpapa,*' said she, clapping her hands with delight as they 
came opposite a low wall within which laj the spacious lawn 
of Cobham Park, a portion of the house itself being just 
visible through the trees; ^* don't tell me, aont," cried she, 
^^but let me guess it" 

^^ It is the seat of Sir Charles Cobham, child, one of the 
richest baronets in the kingdom." 

^^ There it is at last, — there it is ! " cried she, straining out 
of the carriage to see the handsome portico of a very large 
building, to which a straight avenue of oaks led up from the 
high-road. ^^ My heart tells me, aunt, that this is ours ! " 

^^ It was once on a time, Fifiue," said the old man, with a 
quivering voice, and a glassy film over his eyes ; ^^ it was 
once, but it is so no longer." 

^^ Barrington Hall has long ceased to belong to us," said 
Miss Dinah ; ^* and after all the pains I have taken in 
description, I cannot see how you could possibly confound it 
with our little cottage." 

The young girl sat l)ack without a word, and, whether from 
disappointment or the rebuke, looked forth no more. 

** We are drawing very near now, Fifine," said the old 
man, after a long silence, which lasted fully two mfles of the 
way. " Where you see the tall larches yonder — not there 
— lower down, at the bend of the stream; those are Ae 
trees. I declare, Dinah, I fancy they have grown since we 
saw them last." 

'*I have no doubt you do, P^ter; not that yon will find 
the cottage far more commodious and comfortable than you 
remembered it." 

"Ah, they've repair^ that stile, I see," cried be; "and 
very well they've done it, without cutting away the ivy. 
Here we are, darling ; here we are ! " and he grasped the 
young girl's hand in one of his, while he drew the other 
across his eves. 

** They 're not very attentive, I must say, brother Peter, or 
they would not leave us standing, with our own gate locked 
against ns." 

" I see Darby -running as fast as he can. Here he 
comes! " 
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"Oh, by the powers, ye 're welcome home, your honor's 
reverence, and the mistresses ! " cried Darby, as he fumbled 
at the lock, and then failing in all his efforts, — not very 
wonderful, seeing that he had taken a wrong key, — he seized 
a huge stone, and, smashing the padlock at a blow, threw 
wide the gate to admit them. 

"You are initiated at once into our Irish ways, Fifine," 
said Miss Barrington. "All that you will see here is in the 
same style. Let that be repaired this evening, sir, and at 
your own cost," whispered she to Darby, into whose hand at 
the same moment Peter was pressing a crown piece. 

" 'T is the light of my eyes to see your honors home 
again ! 'T is like rain to the new potatoes what I feel in 
my heart, and looking so fresh and well tool And the 
young lady, she isn't — " 

From what dread anticipation Darby's sudden halt saved 
him the expression is not for me to say, but that Peter Bar- 
rington guessed it is probable, for he lay back in the can*iage 
and shook with laughter. 

"Drive on, sir," said Miss Dinah to the postilion, '^and 
pull up at the stone cross." 

"You can drive to the door now, ma'am," said Darby, 
"the whole way; Miss Polly had the road made while you 
were away." 

"What a clever girl! Who could have thought it? " said 
Barrington. 

"I opine that we might have been consulted as to the 
change. On a matter as important as this, Peter, I think 
our voices might have been asked. " 

"And how well she has done it too! " muttered he, half 
aloud; "never touched one of those copper beeches, and 
given us a peep of the bright river through the meadows." 

As the carriage rolled briskly along, Darby, who trotted 
alongside, kept up a current narrative of the changes effected 
during their absence. 

"The ould pigeon-house is tuck down, and an iligant 
new one put up in the island; and the calves' paddock is 
thrown into the flower-garden, and there 's a beautiful flight 
of steps down to the river, paved with white stones, — sor- 
row one is n't white as snow." 
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*'It is a mercy we had not a sign over the door, brother 
Peter," whispered Miss Dinah, "or this young lady's zeal 
would have had it emblazoned like a shield in heraldry." 

"Oh, how lovely, how beautiful, how exquisite!" cried 
Josephine, as they came suddenly round the angle of a copse 
and directly in front of the cottage. 

Nor was the praise exaggerated. It was all that she had 
said. Over a light trellis-work, carried along under the 
thatch, the roses and jessamine blended with the clematis 
and the passion-flower, fonning a deep eave of flowers, 
drooping in heavy festoons across the spaces between the 
windows, and meeting the geraniums which grew below. 
Through the open sashes the rooms might be seen, looking 
more like beautiful bowera than the chambers of a dwelling- 
house. And over all, in sombre grandeur^ bent the great 
ilex-trees, throwing their grand and tranquil shade over the 
cottage and the little grass-plot and even the river itself, as 
it swept smoothly by. There was in the stillness of that 
perfumed air, loaded with the sweet-brier and the rose, a 
something of calm and tranquillity; while in the isolation 
of the spot there was a sense of security that seemed to fill 
up the measure of the young girl's hopes, and made her 
exclaim with rapture, "Oh, this, indeed, is beautiful!" 

"Yes, my darling Fifine! " said the old man, as he pressed 
her to his heart; "your home, your own home! I told you, 
my dear child, it was not a great castle, no fine chateau, 
like those on the Meuse and the Sambre, but a lowly 
cottage with a thatched roof and a rustic porch." 

"In all this ardor for decoration and smartness," broke 
in Miss Dinah, "it would not surprise me to find that the 
peacock's tail had been picked out in fresh colors and 
varnished." 

"Faix! your honor is not far wrong," interposed Darby, 
who had an Irish tendency to side with the majority. " She 
made us curry and wash ould Sheela, the ass, as if she was 
a race-horse." 

"I hope poor Wowsky escaped," said Barrington, laugh- 
ing. 

"That's what he didn't! He has to be scrubbed with 
soap and water every morning, and his hair divided all the 
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way down his back, like a Christian's, and his tail looks 
like a bunch of switch grass." 

"That 's the reason he has n't come out to meet me; the 
poor fellow is like his betters, — he 's not quite sure that his 
altered condition improves him." 

"You have at least one satisfaction, brother Peter," said 
Miss Dinah, sharply; "you find Darby just as dirty and 
uncared for as you left him." 

"By my conscience, there 's another of us is n't much 
changed since we met last," muttered Darby, but in a 
voice only audible to himself. 

"Oh, what a sweet cottage! What a pretty summer- 
house!" cried Josephine, as the carriage swept round the 
copse, and drew short up at the door. 

"This summer-house is your home, Fifine," said Miss 
Barrington, tartly. 

"Home! home! Do you mean that we live here, — live 
here always, aunt?" 

"Most distinctly I do," said she, descending and address- 
ing herself to other cares. "Where's Jane? Take these 
trunks round by the back door. Carry this box to the 
green-room, — to Miss Josephine's room," said she, with a 
stronger stress on the words. 

"Well, darling, it is a very humble, it is a very lowly," 
said Barrington, "but let us see if we cannot make it a very 
happy home ; " but as he turned to embrace her, she was 
gone. 

"I told you so, brother Peter, — I told you so, more than 
once; but, of course, you have your usual answer, ' We must 
do the best we can! ' which simply means, doing worse than 
we need do." 

Barrington was in no mood for a discussion ; he was too 
happy to be once more at home to be ruffled by any provoca- 
tion his sister could give him. Wherever he turned, some 
old familiar object met his eye and seemed to greet him, and 
he bustled in and out from his little study to the garden, 
and then to the stable, where he patted old Roger; and 
across to the cow-house, where Maggie knew him, and bent 
her great lazy eyes softly on him; and then down to the 
river-side, where, in gilt letters, "Josephine " shone on the 
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trim row-boat he had last seen half rotten on the bank ; for 
Polly had been there too, and her thoughtful good-natare, 
forgetting nothing which might glad them on their coming. 

Meanwhile, Josephine had reached her chamber, and, lock- 
ing the door, sat down and leaned her head on the table. 
Though no tears fell from her eyes, her bosom heaved and 
fell heavily, and more than one deep sigh escaped her. Was 
it disappointment that had so overcome her? Had she fan- 
cied something grander and more pretentious than this 
lonely cottage? Was it that Aunt Dinah's welcome was 
wanting in affection? What revulsion could it be that so 
suddenly overwhelmed her? Who can tell these things, 
who can explain how it is that, without any definite picture 
of an unexpected joy, imagination will so work upon us 
that reality will bring nothing but a blank ? It is not that 
the object is less attractive than is hoped for, it is ' simply 
that a dark shadow has passed over our own heai*ts; the 
sense of enjoyment has been dulled, and we are sad without 
a reason. If we underrate sorrows of our youth, — and this 
is essentially one of them, — it is because our mature age 
leaves us nothing of that temperament on which such afflic- 
tions preyed. 

Josephine, without knowing why, without even a reason, 
wished herself back in the convent. There, if there was a 
life of sombre monotony and quietude, there was at least 
companionship; she had associates of her own age. They 
had pursuits in common, shared the same hopes and wishes 
and fears; but here — but here — Just as her thoughts had 
carried her so far, a tap — a very gentle tap — came to the 
door. Josephine heard it, but made no answer. It was 
repeated a little louder, and then a low pleasing voice she 
had never heard before said, " May I come in ? " 

"No," said Josephine, — "yes — that is — who are 
you?" 

"Polly Dill," was the answer; and Josephine arose and 
unlocked the door. 

"Miss Barrington told me I might take this liberty," said 
Polly, with a faint smile. "She said, * Go and make 
aoqnaintarce for yourself; I never play master of the 
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"And you are Polly, — the Polly Dill I have heard so 
much of?** said Josephine, regarding her steadily and 
fixedly. 

"How stranded your friends must have been for a topic 
when they talked of me I '* said Polly, laughing. 

"It is quite true you have beautiful teeth, — I never saw 
such beautiful teeth,'* said Josephine to herself, while she 
Btill gazed earnestly at her. 

"And you," said Polly, "are so like what I had pictured 
you, — what I hoped you would be. I find it hard to believe 
I see you for the first time.** 

"So, then, you did not think the Rajah's daughter should 
be a Moor? " said Josephine, half haughtily. "It is very 
sad to see what disappointments I had caused." Neither 
the saucy toss of the head, nor the tone that accompanied 
these words, were lost upon Polly, who began to feel at once 
that she understood the speaker. 

"And your brother," continued Josephine, "is the famous 
Tom Dill I have heard such stories about?" 

"Poor Tom! he is anything rather than famous." 

"Well, he is remarkable; he is odd, original, or whatever 
you would call it- Fred told me he never met any one like 
him." 

"Tom might say as much of Mr. Conyers, for, in truth, 
no one ever showed him such kindness.** 

"Fred told me nothing of that; but perhaps," added she, 
with a fiashing eye, "you were more in his confidence than 
I was." 

"I knew very little of Mr. Conyera; I believe I could 
count on the fingers of one hand every time I met him." 

"How strange that you should have made so deep an im- 
pression, Miss Dill!" 

"I am fiattered to hear it, but more surprised than 
flattered." 

"But I don't wonder at it in the least," said Josephine, 
boldly. "You are very handsome, you are very graceful, 
and then — ** She hesitated and grew confused, and stam- 
mered, and at last said, "and then there is that about 
you which seems to say, ' I have only to wish, and I can 
doit*" 
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than that for which he ministers. Polly knew something 
of a life of sti-uggle and small fortune, with its daily inci- 
dent of debt and dun. She knew what it was to see money 
mix itself with every phase of existence, throwing its 
damper over joy, aiTesting the hand of benevolence, even 
denying to the sick-bed the little comforts that help to cheat 
misery. She knew how penury can eat its canker into the 
heart till all things take the color of thrift, and life becomes 
at last the temble struggle of a swimmer storm-tossed and 
weary; and yet, with all this experience in her heart, she 
could whisper cheerful counsels to Josephine, and tell her 
that the world had a great many pleasant paths through it, 
though one was occasionally footsore before reaching them ; 
and in this way they talked till they grew very fond of each 
other, and Josephine was ready to confess that the sorrow 
nearest to her heart was parting with her. **But must you 
go, dearest Polly, — must you really go? " 

"I must, indeed," said she, laughing; "for if I did not, 
two little sisters of mine would go supperless to bed, not to 
speak of a small boy who is waiting for me with a Latin 
grammar before him ; and the cook must get her oixiers for 
to-morrow; and papa must have his tea; and this short, 
stumpy little key that you see here unlocks the oat-bin, with- 
out which an honest old pony would share in the family 
fast: so that, all things considered, my absence would be 
far from advisable." 

"And when shall we meet again, Polly?" 

"Not to-moiTOW, dear; for to-morrow is our fair at 
Inistioge, and I have yarn to buy, and some lambs to 
selL" 

"And could you sell lambs, Polly? " said Josephine, with 
an expression of blank disappointment in her face. 

Polly smiled, but not without a certain sadness, as she 
said, "There are some sentimentalities which, to one in my 
condition, would just be as unsuitable as Brussels lace or 
diamonds. They are bom of luxury and indolence, and 
pertain to those whose existence is assured to them; and 
my own opinion is, they are a poor privilege. At all 
events," added she, rapidly, "they are not for me, and I do 
not wish for them." 
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**The day aftiT to-iiiorruw, tlicn, you will come here, ^ 
promise tne that." 

*^ It will he late, then, towanU eveiiiii{(, for 1 liavc maile 
an engagement to put n young horm* in luuiie^m — a three- 
year-oKK and a nprightly on«% they tell me, ^ao that I may 
look on the ninriiing an tllletl. I imh*, my dear child, Imw 
ali(K*ked you are with all theiie unlmlylike earea and dutiea; 
but |>«M)r Tom and I uite<l to weld our Uvea t«»gether, ami 
while 1 t<N>k my nhare of iMmt-buililing out* day, he ht*l|XHl 
me in the dairy the day after; hut now that he ia gone, uur 
douhle funrtitim* ih*volve uimmi me." 

**IIow happy y«»u muHt U*!" 

**I think I am; at learit, I have no time to aparv for 
unhappinenn." 

**lf I crtuld hut clmngi* with y«Mi, I'olly! " 

**(*hange wlint, my dvarrhild?" 

**('onditinn, furtuni*, U*loiigingii, — everything." 

**Take my womI for it, you nrv Junt an wi<ll tia you are; 
hut 1 Mup]MNie it 'a wry natural for one to fanry Ih* e«>uKl 
carry an«ith«T*rt I Minim i-nHirr than hirt «»wn, for it waa i»nly 
a fi'W momtMita hark I thought Im>w I ahould like to tie 
you.- 

'•To lie me, — to \h* nif! " 

'M)f cMiupM* I HArt wn»ng, tU>art*ftt. It wan only a imaiiinj;, 
fleeting th«Mi;;lit, and I now svv h«»w ahnunl I woa to winh to 
U* vrrv iN-aiiiifiil, drarlv lovi-il. ami afTiM*ti«inatrlv ran*«l for, 

• • • 

with a U-.-iutiful timm* to llvi* in, ami i-vrrv h«iur fn*« to \m 
happy. Oh, i«h.i( a Miu'h« tl«*an*iit, what a niizli! hut I aanure 
you 1 luivt* my caluinitifH too; the micv havr got at the 
ae«*«|ii in mv onioii-lN-fl, ami I dt»n't <*x|N'«*t to $iw one cume 
up." 

If tliiHfphinr'rt tlrnt inipuUe wan to fi*«*] ah&!ry, her neit 
wan tti Iaii;!h nut, whjrh ntii* «lid hrartily; ami iHuming brr 
arm fi>n«lly muml I'lilly'n waiMt, nhe naid, ** I *ll gft oaed to 
yiMir raillrry, I'olly, ami m»t frrl iM>n* at it; hut nrmemlwr* 
t«N», it "n a Hpirit 1 uvwr knrw U*forr." 

**lli>w giHul ati«l ^'rniTi*iiii, thfM, to li4*ar it an well!** said 
Polly. ntT«i-ii.ii.at«ly ; '*ytiur friend Mr. Cony era did DoC abow 
the f^aiiH* patii'iifv.** 
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"You tried him, then? " said Josephine, with a half-eager 
glance. 

" Of course ; I talked to him as I do to every one. But 
there goes your dinner-bell." Checking herself on a reflec- 
tion over the pretension of this summons of three people to 
a family meal in a cottage, Polly tied on her bonnet and 
said "Good-bye." 



aiAPTER 11. 

AT IIOMK AOAIK. 

Tub lUrriiigtons luul not Ikh*ii quite a fortnight acttlrtl io 
tlnrir hoinis wh€*n a note came from C onyeri, lamenting!, in 
moat fet*ling ternm, tliat be could not |my them liin pnmiitted 
vinit. If the epinth* wan not very long, it wan a grumble 
fnmi U-ginning to eml. ^* NoInmIv wouM know,** wrote hr« 
**it waa the name n*giment |MN)r Colonel Hunter commaiMU*«l. 
Our Major i« now in (H>niman(l, — the aanie Stapylton you 
have heani me i%|H*ak of ; and if we never hM>k<*<l on him t<M» 
favorably, we now efi|HK*iaUy deteM him. Iliii flmt fttep wa« 
t4i tell u« we w<Te diiM>nlerly, ill-drefimNl, and ilUliM*iplim««l ; 
but we wore evt*n hiirt prepannl t«> hear that we c«Kiltl m*! 
ritle. The result «>f all thin irt, we liavi* g<»ne to »chciol again, 
— even old captaiuK, who have mtvimI with diMtinctiiMi in tlie 
field, have U*i>n (NumigmHl to the ri<ling-lH»UM* ; and we |HMir 
aulia are trratinl an if we wert* the lant n'fuH4> of all the regl* 
meuta of the armv, M^nt hen* to U* reformed and e«»rrtvt4*«i. 
We have inf*ettf%ant drilU, parades, nnd inii|KM*tion4, aiwl, 
worm* again, nil h*nve in Ktop|M*«|. If I man not in the U*«t 
of t4*m|ier with the wrx'iiv U-fore, y«>u may Judge ht»w I fit-l 
t4»wanU it now. In fart, if it wrre n<it that I ex|M*rt my 
fatlM'r tia4*k in Kn^land by the miildle of May, 1 *d m*n«l in 
my |m|i«*rii and lvav«* at onet*. How I fall bark now in 
memory to the happy davH of my ramble with yon, aiMl 
wtmder if I ahall evi*r m*r the like a::ain. AihI Iiow I bate 
myiM-lf fi»r n(»t having felt at the time how immeaauraMy 
delightful thry wore! Trunt me nevrr to n*|M*at tbe mbtake 
if I hav«* the op|Mirtunity giviMi me. I aMk«*<l thin morning 
for thre<* dav* — «inlv Ihrro — to run d«»wii and net* vnq oner 
rof>re U»forr mr Irax**, - for we an* *inleni| to Hounakiw.^- 
aiMl I waa refutetl. Hut thia waa not all : not control with 
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rejectiDg my request, he added what he called an expression 
of astonishment that an officer so deficient in his duties 
should care to absent himself from regimental discipline." 

*' Poor boy ! — this is, indeed, too bad," said Miss Dinah, 
as she had read thus far; ^'only think, Peter, how this 
young fellow, spoiled and petted as he was as a child, — de- 
nied nothing, pampered as though he were a prince, — should 
find himself the mark of so insulting a tyranny. Are you 
listening to me, Peter Barrington?" 

*'Eh, — what? No, thank you, Dinah; I have made an 
excellent breakfast," said Barrington, hurriedly, and again 
addressed himself to the letter he was reading. ''That's 
what I call a Trump, Dinah, — a regular Trump." 

" Who is the especial favorite that has called for the very 
choice eulogy? " said she, bridling up. 

" Gone into the thing, too, with heart and soul, — a noble 
fellow ! " continued Barrington. 

** Pray enlighten us as to the name that calls forth such 
enthusiasm." 

"Stapylton, my dear Dinah, — Major Stapylton. In all 
my life I do not remember one instance to parallel with tliis 
generous and disinterested conduct. Listen to what Witlicr- 
ing says, — not a man given to take up rash imprcHsiorm in 
favor of a stranger. Listen to this : ' Stapylton Ikih IxM-n 
very active, — written to friends, botli at Calcutta a\v\ Aj^ra, 
and shown, besides, an amount of acutcness in pursuit of 
what is really important, that satisfies me a ri^lit i^rxxl com- 
mon lawyer has been lost by his being a soldier. ' And li<re, 
again he recurs to him: it is with reference to certfiin docu- 
ments: 'S. persists in believing that witli proper (lili^'enr^; 
these may be recovered; he says that it is a common prru!- 
tice with the Moonshees to retain papers, in the hopr* of Uwir 
being one day deemed of value; and he is fully persdadcd 
that they have not been destroyed. There is that al>out thr; 
man's manner of examining a question, — his patienee, his 
instinctive seizure of what is of moment, and his invririahh; 
rejection of whatever is immaterial ; and, lastly, liis thoroii^rh 
appreciation of the character of that evidcnct* uhirh would 
have most weijxht with the Indian Board, whicli dispose? me 
to regard him as an invalua])le ally to our cause' " 
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"Do mo the favor to n*gan1 tliitt picture of jour frieml 
now,** gaid MirtH liurrin^tou, a^ Mbe hamUtl tbv IvttcT froin 
Coiivrm acnwH th«* tablo. 

Itarriiigtoii rrad it <ivi*r attcMitiwIy. '* AikI what «li><*a thia 
prow, my <K*ar n inter r '* aaid he. ** ThiH iH the B4irt <»f iit4*ni»- 
ty|MHl (vmiplaiut <if fvery youns; fi*ll<»w who han Im^u r«*fuiinl 
a leave. I have no doulit Hunter wtui t<K) eaity-teni|NTi*tl to 
have U'eu tttri<*t in «liM*ipline, ami tin* ehaneea are theM* 
young (liijjri ha<l everything their own way till Slapylton 
c*auie amon^Ht them. 1 Ihid it hanl to In-lieve that any man 
likeii un|M>pularily.** 

**rerha|Hi ni>t, I'eter liurringt<»n; l»ut he may like tyranny 
more than he hatft*H un|M»piiIurity ; aiuU f«»r my own |iart« 
thtji man i* tHlinnH to me.** 

**I>im't Hay hh, l)inah, — <l<»n*t nay mu I entreat of yi»u« 
for he will U» our gueHt here thin very ilay.*' 

*M)ur guest! — «thy, in not the regiment under onlem to 
leave ? •• 

**S4i it Ih; hut Withering nayn it houUI Ik> a great matter 
if we couM have a nt*T\ i»f nuirtultatioii tog^'^her iH'fure the 
MaJ<»r Ieave!« Ireland. There an* inniimernMe little detaiU 
whirh he *»•*«'«• oii'jht t«> U* tliwMiHHeil U'tween un; and ^i In* 
haa |MT*uaihil him to give u-* a il:iy, -- |MrhapM tmi tlay*. — 
no amall Umhi, I)iti:iti, fri»m «ine mo fully fH^*np:e<l n<* he i^.** 

"I ifiii«li he Wiiiild not make tin* fiarritiii', Ti-ler.** 

**Mv tle:ir «if«t«T, are me rM> lH*fri«-iHl«il hv F'ortnne that 
we ran afT«nd in n-jert tlie kindne««« of inir felhiwH?** 

•* I *m no N>Ii«'v«T in ehanee fiiend«»lii)»**. iVter Itnrrinc- 
ton; neither y<Mi tp»r 1 nn> itiieh inter«i«ti!.i^ orplian** an to 
innpin* Nympathy at tlr«t Hi;;ht.** 

JiM«-phine <>iMild n<it h«'Ip a l.iUijh at Mi^i* |)iii*ili*4 i]Iii«. 
tratitm, ati«l <*ld llarrin;;t<»n him^flf ti«:irtily joim-d in the 
merriment, not f««»rrv the while to ilniw thf ihM>n«^ioti into a 

m 

lean nteni firM. 'Tome, mme. IMnnh.'* paiil he. ga\lv, **let 
ua |Mit out a few Nittleaof that ol<| Madeira in the nun; ami 
if Ihirhv can find un a nalm«in-trt>ut, «ie'll di> our lirat to 
entertain <»ur vi^itom.'* 

**It tie%'er «4vum*<| to me to «1oidit the pndta)>ility of their 
enjoying themnelvea, Peter; my an&ietiea were (|Uite on 
AUotiier act>re.*' 
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^Eaw bit Jkss it. — j 
comes back *o *!» :cs€ c 
man ac aa isHst .-sae;."^ 

**>) ii&t» iim. * ^mid Dimn^ 
an illiistraniiii ±ac :& ixx -sbeb. iam. ~3fc 7^ ^ik. .;.• 
renieiiiber •im: iar. -vobb. hsdic^ for ~3fr IjL l 
said, "Will TToa £iiuir jee as- jmcl 
pare joaiattif. JijiifepniDe. njrar JTi.inr*fr c 
and Oiii Bailey janr:e& iar I jaasc^ -til ^n -^ 
tng for die nesr ±Eee ixrs^ isc !r?ui±7r=^ ::: 
ensroaaed on paEcamesr flu ]WtL -t^imn 

Barringt&ii zsstk \ sniie. a» •japagr: r 
speeciu and left :iie tmid. lii Tnir, ^ -rz^ -i=r^ jT^ifs 
be alooe. aiui tn think 'irisi ir .n^ iti^sr?;. :. rfurr -^&sa 
in his letter wiiicii '3e ami 3orr snaajiifcd :f' 
aloud. Il waa Wlrheraic** ipinioiL iat t> zjsniiir -fc -- 
qniries in India a coiisidexauie sen ft 2LTi*r^ -vii. ht 
required, and he had lefc it 5ir 3armgrog •;• :-jz:r=-rriii- x 
whether it were wiaer to cak :hst zr^scc >*ti »i lj*- :::r^»sr 
involvement, or once moc« to tj woar ?!i2ii«.-^ tiwi^ ti -L'i:: 
be of a compromiae. Wao kmiw^ wbai -s^ii— r-i;*- miri': ^sr* > 
attended the saggestion if thi! oid "jx-ry-tr iuii :r --nr ' ^ : 
any other wonl! Compr:aii:«e. a«:^^^-r. ■?• :::•:»:•: -' :.> 
ears like an onworthj oi^Q»>is*»ioa. — a si:-^-':»vi- : -- -^^ - 
boDor. Compn>mise might xeaa m n*?- :.r :.> i-:.:«- 
daughter, and shame to htr father's anioi^-rv. X ..-. .:.>-•:. 
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narrini;tii!r4 lji«it rvmilvr, an In* tiirti«*«l th»* Milijrrt ovit 
nii«l <i\i'r ill iii'« iiiiii<l. *'I>iit'M n hlirriKl fi'llti«%« ihhI I *iii 
lii>t Hiirr tli:it Uv li:i!« imt l»it| \i\ i\ iitllr iiimim-v; lir n>i;j)it 
ft«'l tin fil>jii-tiMii til II i^innI iiiM-HliiM'iit fi»r it, viitli Mich 
Hrriirilv." Ami Im* liM»krtl nnMiiMl ar* lir t«|Htk«' on ttu' titm, 
Htiiiii' of Mliirh he ]iluiiti'il, fVcry oii«* of uhirli III* klirw. aiiil 
hi;^lit<l li«'u\ il V. **llr '11 Hrarro h*\v tlif h|mi1 iiiurc tlinii I 
iliil,** iiiiitli-ri'il lit', ami Halkr<l uIi'Iil; with IiIh hcail il>>wti. 
Aftrr a uliili- h«* tiNik out WithriiiiL'V Irtirr from hiit |HMki't 
ainl r«'-na*l it. Siinn-hnw. it Man haul to hav mhv. it <li-l 
Hot n-a*! ho |Moriii-<iiiL;lv a?* lit fir.-^t. 'I'hc iliirrii!ti«(« tn l^t* 

eiii*oUllti li-il \i«'|i' Vrrv hlllMHifii iiiii-*«. mi mtirh r*** that lu* 
ViTV |ia!;i.iM_v hiiitnl how idik-Ii hcttrr m»iiii- amM*aM«- i*i«Itlt^ 
iii«-iit \\«>u!>l Im' tiiaii an oimmi ciiiitiot nhrnin 1« '^al Mil>{!«tv 
nipl craft -ii'iiiM |»i> i'\iik«-i|. Tlicir vian i»«i much <*f that 
inattii ai«^:i\^ taixiii for ijiaiitctU tn l>c iirnXiMl, tn l<i- •lciiii»ii- 
utiattil tiiir on c\iilrnci', that it at'iuallv l^^'kcil ii)>|iallni^. 
'*nf till- r*iaichi-^ .ukI iiHjiiiiicn in^litutiMl m IimIiu." wrntt* 
^Vitiii I iiij, '*! c:in ••imma liit va-jiiilv; hut I onn Ihi* \tTV 
4li**laiM'i' rii:ijrii!ii-« tln-iii imiiiriiNrlv tn mv i'\ri«." '''I't'iii ig 

» mm 

j:rn« iiij •-! I. Hot a •l"iiJ't of It." imuIIciimI |CarrinL't«'n ; "IIhimp 
mrr- ii->t :!m' r*"il nf n1<-(ai !ci th:it ci>iiM have tiiiil'ii-<l him 
iMw'i- '*'.] 'I 'r.Mi-. II I- M ii:i\ r .Nai-I. * If tlnlc 't* r\ l>h*lMi-. Hi- 11 
h:l^•- i' : i^ l!ii n* ';• a ihn iimriit, \ir '11 fliiil it.* It 'n liulia, 
that f.-.iu-i\ l.iii'l. th:it ha*< fi lu'hti nctl him. 'rin-c I:i«%iri», 
Iiki- «'« :' iri -|->i *<<!iirn. \*"^v tin-ii it« r\i- if \nu \a'i\* thnii mil 
of t!i« : •uri c<«i|ii!rv. It 'r* tin* tun ht\lr i^f fti.i i •» tin \ 
raii't f. • U • I.. th:iiik-< t>> him u)im ^a\i- it, I l.a\t' ii.y 
n! ■'!! i.t .r* -'ill. aii'l I 'II iTn i-n." 

••t,..ii._' I'll" W.I-. h<iMi-\ii. imi till' ra*v ta««k it t'tiil 
Nti-*!* i. ii'T uiiH iiif |<h a-MiiTi -t pait of it till ii« <*« «»«»il\ iif 
ki*]M/ **M -Kilt fr>>:ii !.i--i-tii. Mi<»-!hiiah ha'l fri>lii 
till ! -• -i .-• "ii!:ij« -1 till- w!i"h- -lilt. 'I hi- ii'lMT-nrv wa* 
l.-i j. v^.•f■;;. III- ixl .•« :i.';ii-.-i t!n'!ii «•»• {»*»* i!ii-at; thr 
III li.i r. i:i ! :i'l *-\t'.\ t>> p:>-lr:i< f :iIm1 ]>r<'}<>ii',; the ra»r fttnl 
f ■ II-' !■•• )«:i*tii fi 11 nIh t r i \'i »ii-'in|i. linn, tlirli. 

fil. i' i )• riii>'«i!i- I.t I t-> ii.oi t.' i.'iiij the la«t rritiiiatit 
• / i! ■ . .: f-T'iii.,- f..r "."In- II. -Ill- Ilif»»%r nti llii' laMr**? 

"N ' • .. ■ f )•• :-iiii<liiij a w.-Mi.ui that tlii* «<»iiU| b* 

%«.- . " -...'I i«« . Aii<l hi lh*<n;:[it, i»hi-li li«* ha«l laiil tbc 
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rcrij.iice of sex as the cround of erroz, ht hac ron::.;:-;--.. 
Lis sTg'uiiieQX. 

"Goiuff on " had its f ue ireneron? sick fihriu: iu alsr*. ina: 
cbet-red aijd elevated Lim. It was for Ori^oriri ht- was liiunc 
iu and thai dear girl, whose everr n-ail rfcalied hor f&ilic: ; 
for let thc»se explain il whv"* caii. she., who had never sm^n 
Dor even heard of her father siu«- her infaiiev. inhoriioa fill 
his iKrouliarwavs and habits, and everv trick of his manner. 
Let me own that tbese^ even more than any qualiiit^ of sioi^ 
ling worth, endeared her to her grandfather; and jnst as ho 
had often declared do rank or ^xisiiion that Ci^ild Iv'fall 
George would have been above his deserts, so ho avorro«i 
that if Josephine were to be the greatest heiress in Kngland 
to-morrow« she would be a grace and an ornament to the 
station. If Aunt Dinah would occasionally attempt to 
curb this spirit, or even limit its extra vagau(H\ his in- 
variable answer was, ^*It may be all as you say, sister, 
but for the life of me I cannot think my swans to l>c 
geese." 

As he thus mused and me<1itated, he heard the wicket of 
the garden open and shut, and shortly aftorwunls a half- 
shambling shuttling step on the gravel. IScforo ho had 
time to speculate on whoso it should he, ho saw Mnjor 
M'Connick limping laboriously towanls him. 

'*IIow is this, Major?" critMl he; **haN the change of 
weather disagreed with your rheumatism?'' 

*^It'8 the wound; it's always worse in the fall of thf 
year," croaked the other. **I M have fif^n np to §m «M 
before but for the pains, and tljat old f'^J Trill ■ gfmtm 
fool myself for trusting him — fua/U; tats ynX *m % Mlilcr 
down what he calls the course of fii« itfrrrt* utA I tt«v«r fc 
torture till I tried if 

"My sister Dinah has, I vnrilr rV.>^«. M^ awvii m 
eign remedy for these pain».** 

"Is it the green drau;;?jir Oix -fivv • i k.v/w y^**^ 
out the Major. "Vou xtJija'I ;>*a« v; *.u-i\r* -^i** i^-^ ||j^ 
it down at Inisti^^re. T:y^* tw ^ • i -■- •/ .ji^ „ ^^ ^^ 
my lips, and when I ^\'y>t^: --..» :*»-4- •, .m '»f i,- ,^^ -,— 
hair oarne off t^K,. A'-vt' .- * * .,. ^IJ-?') VFn»yk..^'-J 
that blessed drari;rLt: k.v. I v:;!**^ >»:• r.r; ./ rr ' *-v^-J 
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my writing-<1e8k and wrotis ' Have me opened/ for I knew 
I waH |MiiiMiniHl." 

**l>ul you tvll my nititor of your Hufferinj^a?" 

**To lie aure 1 did, and alio only aniiled and aald that I 
took it when I waa faHtin^;, or when I waa full, I for);i*t 
whicb; and that I ought to have taken a hriak walk, ami I 
only able to cn*t*|); anil only one a|x>onful at a time, and it 
waa the whole l>ottle I awallowiHl. In fact, ahe owned 
aft4*rwanU that nothing but tlie atn*ngth of a borne couhl 
have aave^l nu*.'* 

Peter found it very hard to maintain a di*c«*nt gravity at 
the play of the Major'a features, which iluring tlw narrative 
ret*alU'«l every dirt* exinrrienct* of hia nuHlicine. 

** Well, come into the houm* and we '11 give you aomething 
better," aaid Barringt4in, at laiit« 

**I think I aaw your gramldaughter at the window aa I 
came by, — a go(Nl-looking young woman, and not a«> dark 
aa I MUrt|>ivted hIicM Ik*." 

**There 'a not a handrtomer girl in Ireland; and aa to akin, 
ahe*a not an bn>wn ari her father." 

'*It wouM n*t Ik* eanv to U* that; he waa aNnit three 
ahadt*a iK*e|MT than a rortu;;uerH».*' 

*MM»<»rge liarrHigtoii wna c«»nf«»j«H4»<lly the flneat-b»oking 
f«*Ilt}w ill till* King*!* army, and aa Knglii«h-I(M iking a gen* 
tleinan an anv niati in it.'* 

9 

Th«* toiif of thirt H]H*(H*h waa ho palpably that of one who 
would not Htan<l tin* v«-ry nhailow of a rfjMitid«*r, that the 
Major h«'lf1 bin |M>n(v, ami (diutl1t*<l ahm:; iftithout a wonl. 
The tlHMi'^ht, hoHrviT. of a«lMiini<4t«*ritig a n-buki* to any onr 
within the prrciiH'tt of bin h«>iii«* wam m* ri'iHi'jnant to liar* 
rint;toir» natun*, th.it hi* b.iil MMrci'ly utt«r«««l the wonU 
than h«* wn^ c*a;:(*r to repair th«'m, and mith a in<Hit emitar* 
raf*»«*i1 huniility In* i»tnniiii«Tiil out Hi>ni«*thiiig aUait their 
riTftit tour abroad aihl all tlu* enjoynii'nt it had givro 
th«'Mi. 

••.MavU' iw»/* rtjiiriiil thf otln-r, drvlv: "but I never aaw 
any pb*aiiufi* in (iiK'ndiiti; mt»iH>y you (*ouId krrp.** 

**My d«4r Maj«ir. that it preiMKely tlie very money that 
do«*ii ppkcure pbMxurr.** 

** Wasn't that a {KMt-chaiae I aaw through the trwt? 
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There it is agmin; it *5 making strmigiit for the *Bomf\* ^ 
said M*C(Mini<^« poinli]^ with hia stick. 

"Yes," said Peter; *I was expecting a couple of fricndu 
to pass a day or so with me hex^e. Will you excuse toe If I 
hurry forward to welcome them ? ** 

"Don't make a stranger of me; I *11 saunter along at my 
leisure," said the Major, as Harrington walked briskly on 
towards the cottage. 



CHAPTER III. 

A SMALL DIHHEB-FAKTT. 

WmtcRisfo and Stapjlton had arriviHl fully two boars 
earlier tlian tht*y wvre ex|M*oted, i^od Mias Dinah waa too 
de<^ply i*ngai;«Hl in the* h(>iiM*liold can*a that were to do thrra 
honor to n-ceive them. JimephiniN t<M>, waa not Iom iMiaily 
occupie<l, for her <N»nv«*ntiial i-diication ha<l mailc h4*r woo- 
derfully skilful in all »>rtaof confectionery, and ahe waa 
miMtrt*»s of deviiH*H in npun sugar ami prea(*r\*i*tl fnitta, 
which rose in Aunt Dinah's «*yes to tlie dignity of high art. 
Barring ton, liowewr, wsm tliere to navt tlwin, ami with a 
cordial welcome which no man ciuild express ni«vrv grace* 
fully. The lunchi^on hour pasm*«1 pleasantly over. ff>r all 
were in gootl humor ami g<MMl spirits. WitiM^ring's bttlitlay 
always found him rrndv t4» «*nJov it, ami wlH*n e<tHdd old 
Peter feel so happy as wIhmi he liad a gui-st tien«*ath his n«of 
who tly»rt>ughly nppnH*iat«tl tlH* (*«>ttagf, and rnten*«l into 
the full chann i»f itn |i»v»'ly wvneryl Such was Stapylt«Ki; 
be t»lendcfl a fair likin*^ fi>r tlie pictun*H4|m* with a natural 
instinct for comfort Bn«l hom«*linrHM, nnd h«* saw in this a|H>| 
what pr(*cis«*Iy em)>rar«il |N»th «*lements. It wan vrry lieau- 
tiful; but, lH*tter still, it wn«4 v«*ry IhvaMi*. *Mt waas4> rare** 
— so, at leant, he t^lil |i.irrinut«»ti — **to find a cottage 
wherein intrrnal fN>mf<>rt hml not U*fn sarrifici<*fl ti> aotne 
rr<|uirement of (»utwan1 i»hi»w. There iwan only one way of 
dtiing this," said he, an liarrington 1«<<I him thnKigh the 
little flower>gapl«*ti. isivin*^ ):lini|Mtoii of iIh* pMims within aa 
tliey panMNl, — **onIy <»ne way, Mr. Harrington: a man mtMt 
have (*«»nfiummati* laf»te, ami ntnuig rri*<ht at hin banker'a.** 
liarrinctiin*!* rh<*«*k ltvw a tlii>ught retbler, ami be amiled 
that faint sail nmile «ihifh now and then will break frua 
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prejudice of sex as the ground of error, he had completed 
his argument. 

'^Goingon'' had its fine generous side about it, also, that 
cheered and elevated him. It was for George he was doing 
it, and that dear girl, whose every trait recalled her father; 
for let those explain it who can, she, who had never seen 
nor even heard of her father since her infancy, inherited all 
his peculiar ways and habits, and every trick of his manner. 
Let me own that these, even more than any qualities of ster- 
ling worth, endeared her to her grandfather; and just as he 
had often declared no rank or position that could befall 
George would have been above his deserts, so be averred 
that if Josephine were to be the greatest heiress in England 
to-morrow, she would be a grace and an ornament to the 
station. If Aunt Dinah would occasionally attempt to 
curb this spirit, or even limit its exti*avagance, his in- 
variable answer was, ^^It may be all as you say, sister, 
but for the life of me I cannot think my swans to be 
geese." 

As he thus mused and meditated, he heard the wicket of 
the garden open and shut, and shortly afterwards a balf- 
shambling shuffling step on the gravel. Before he had 
time to speculate on whose it should be, he saw Major 
M^Cormick limping laboriously towards him. 

"How is this, Major?" cried he; "has the change of 
weather disagreed with your rheumatism?" 

"It's the wound; it's always worse in the fall of the 
year," croaked the other. "I'd have been up to see you 
before but for the pains, and that old fool Dill — a greater 
fool myself for trusting him — made me put on a blister 
down what he calls the course of the nerve, and I never knew 
torture till I tried it" 

"My sister Dinah has, I verily believe, the most sover- 
eign remedy for these pains." 

"Is it the green draught? Oh, don't I know it," burst 
out the Major. "You might hear my shouts the day I took 
it down at Inistioge. There was n't a bit of skin left on 
my lips, and when I wiped the perspiration off my head my 
hair came off too. Aquafortis is like egg-flip compared to 
that blessed draught; and I remember well how I crawled to 
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gained the shade of a hu^e ilex-tree, from whicb two distinct 
reacheii of the river were viHible. 

*^And it Hhall be mine, t(x>/* said Stapjlton, throwing 
himiK'lf down in the deep gratis; '^aml as I know jou Lave 
scores of things which claim jour attention, let me r^]ea»e 
you, while I aild a cigar — the only fioasible enhancement — 
to the delight of this glorious nook." 

**\Vell, it shall be as you wish. We dine at sii. I'll 
go and IfMik afu*r a fish for our entertainment;** ainl Bar^ 
rington tum(*il away into the C(»|Mef not sorry ti> release 
his heart by a heavy sigli, and to fee) be was alone with 
his cartas. 

Let UK turn f«ir a moment to MTonnick, who c«Mitinucil 
to saunter sbmly about the ganlen, in the exiN-ctation of 
liarrington's n-turn. Wenrie<l at length with waiting, an«l 
resolveil that bin |>atienc«* shtmld not go entirely unmiuitoL 
he turne<l into a little sliadv walk on ithirh the «in«lows <»f 
the kitchen o|i«*neil. Stationing himiH*lf therts in a |««iti«>a 
Ut see without U^ing S€*«'n, Ih* ttMik iftliat he callnl an oli»rr> 
vation of all within. The hight was interesting, even if he 
did not bring to it tin* appreciation «»f a painter. Therr* 
n|M»n a i«paf'ious kitrhen table, lay a lordly sirli»in, richly 
atid vari«>iii«Iy c«»IoriiK t1ank«il by a |kair of plump guin«-a< 
lieuN and a frcMh salmon of fully twenty |it»undii' ««-i):!iL 
Lu«Mi<iiiM fruit and vegetables wen* h«*a|Hil and minglr«i in 
a aild pri'fij«ii»n, and the s|H*ckb'«l plunia;:e of ^ame was 
half biibb'U und«*r the nia»Hive bunt'lien of ^Trat b<»t-h*>i2*e 
gra|w'H. It it ilMiibtfiil if Sneyden* liiitifelf cimiM ha\«' l«M*kt^l 
u|M»n till* ilJopKiy with a hi::lier senrn* of riijtiynirnt. It ik 
ind«'«'<l, a <)(it*«ttiiin l>«<tw4'«*n the relative nirriti* of tiiiiseni*r«, 
anil tli«* io^Uf lit'H !>«*tiie«-n tli«' ey«' anil the palate. 

Wii««'ly r«:ifMinin:: th.it Hiirh preparation^ nere not maile for 
eouiiiioh ;:ni-Mtf«. .M*('ornii<'k ran over in lii!« mintl all the 
|iir4fiiM«* niid ini|»*»****ibl«* naiii«*» bf could think of, ending 
at la-: Hith tin* i-"tivii'tion it man f*i»nie ''Nob " he niukt have 
m«-t al<n>a'l. aii>l wliuru in a moment of his expansive b««spi* 
t.ilitv hf li.id iiiMtfil to vi-iit liini. "Nn*t it like them!** 
ntuttmtl il•^ '*lt woiilil U* long l^'f^n* they M think of 
ftiiih an • tiUrt.iinni« lit tf» an oM mijhlKir like mvM'lf: tot 
h«re tilt j^ ATK- «j*endiiig — ulio kni»ws h«>in much: — for 
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There it is agafb; it 'a making 8ti*aight for the ^ Home, ' " 
said M^Cormick, pointing with his stick. 

"Yes," said Peter; "I was expecting a couple of friends 
to pass a day or so with me here. Will you excuse me if I 
hurry forward to welcome them ? '* 

"Don't make a stranger of me; I'll saunter along at my 
leisure," said the Major, as Barrington walked briskly on 
towards the cottage. 



CHAPTER m. 

A SMALL DINKEB-PABTT. 

WiTHEBiNO and Stapylton had arrived fully two hoors 
earlier than they were expected, and Miss Dinah was too 
deeply engaged in the household cares that were to do them 
honor to receive them. Josephine, too, was not less busily 
occupied, for her conventual education had made her won- 
derfully skilful in all sorts of confectionery, and she was 
mistiness of devices in spun sugar and preserved fruits, 
which rose in Aunt Dinah's eyes to the dignity of high art. 
Barrington, however, was there to meet them, and with a 
cordial welcome which no man could express more grace- 
fully. The luncheon hour passed pleasantly over, for all 
were in good humor and good spirits. Withering's holiday 
always found him ready to enjoy it, and when could old 
Peter feel so happy as when he had a guest beneath his roof 
who thoroughly appreciated the cottage, and entered into 
the full charm of its lovely scenery I Such was Stapylton; 
he blended a fair liking for the picturesque with a natural 
instinct for comfort and homeliness, and he saw in this spot 
what precisely embraced both elements. It was very beau- 
tiful ; but, better still, it was very lovable. "It was so rare " 
— so, at least, he told Barrington — "to find a cottage 
wherein internal comfort had not been sacrificed to some 
requirement of outward show. There was only one way of 
doing this," said he, as Barrington led him through the 
little flower-garden, giving glimpses of the rooms within as 
they passed, — "only one way, Mr. Barrington; a man must 
have consummate taste, and strong credit at his banker's." 
Barrington's cheek grew a thought redder, and he smiled 
that faint sad smile which now and then will break from one 
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who feels that he could rebut what he has just heard, if 
it were but right or fitting he should do so. Of course, 
amongst really distressing sensations this has no place; 
but yet there is a peculiar pain in being complimented by 
your friend on the well-to-do condition of your fortune when 
your conscience is full of the long watching hours of the 
night, or, worse still, the first awaking thought of difiSculties 
to which you open your eyes of a morning. It is not 
often, nor are there many to whom you can say, ^^I cannot 
tell the day or the hour when all this shall pass away from 
me; my head is racked with care, and my heart heavy 
with anxiety." How jarring to be told of all the things 
you ought to do! You who could so well afford it! And 
how trying to have to take shelter from your necessity under 
the shadow of a seeming stinginess, and to bear eveiy 
reflection on your supposed thrift rather than own to your 
poverty ! 

If Withering had been with them as they strolled, this, 
perhaps, might have been avoided; he had all a lawyer's 
technical skill to change a topic; but Withering had gone 
to take his accustomed midday nap, the greatest of all the 
luxuries his time of idleness bestowed upon him. 

Now, although Stapylton's alludin^s — and they were no 
more — to Harrington's gifts of fortune were such as per- 
fectly consisted with good taste and good breeding, Barring- 
ton felt them all painfully, and probably nothing restrained 
him from an open disclaimer of their fitness save the thought 
that from a host such an avowal would sound ungracefully. 
**It is my duty now," reasoned he, "to make my guest feel 
that all the attentions be receives exact no sacrifice, and that 
the pleasure his presence affords is unalloyed by a single 
embarrassment. If he must hear of my difficulties, let it be 
when he is not beneath my roof." And so he let Stapylton 
talk away about the blessings of tranquil affluence, and the 
happiness of him whose only care was to find time for the 
enjoyments that were secured to him. He let him quote 
Pope and Wharton and Edmund Burke, and smiled the 
blandest concurrence with what was irritating him almost 
to fever. 

"This is Withering's favorite spot," said Peter, as they 
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gained the shade of a huge ilex-tree, from which two distinct 
reaches of the river were visible. 

^'And it shall be mine, too/' said Stapylton, throwing 
himself down in the deep grass; ^' and -as I know you have 
scores of things which claim your attention, let me release 
you, while I add a cigar — the only possible enhancement—* 
to the delight of this glorious nook." 

"Well, it shall be as you wish. We dine at six. I'll 
go and look after a fish for our entertainment;" and Bar- 
rington turned away into the copse, not sorry to release 
his heart by a heavy sigh, and to feel he was alone with 
his cares. 

Let us turn for a moment to M^Cormick, who continued 
to saunter slowly about the garden, in the expectation of 
Ban-ington's return. Wearied at length with waiting, and 
resolved that his patience should not go entirely unrequited, 
he turned into a little shady walk on which the windows of 
the kitchen opened. Stationing himself there, in a position 
to see without being seen, he took what he called an obser- 
vation of all within. The sight was interesting, even if he 
did not bring to it the appreciation of a painter. There, 
upon a spacious kitchen table, lay a lordly sirloin, richly 
and variously colored, flanked by a pair of plump guinea- 
hens and a fresh salmon of fully twenty pounds* weight. 
Luscious fruit and vegetables were heaped and mingled in 
a wild profusion, and the speckled plumage of game was 
half hidden under the massive bunches of great hot-house 
grapes. It is doubtful if Sneyders himself could have looked 
upon the display with a higher sense of enjoyment It is, 
indeed, a question between the relative merits of two senses, 
and the issue lies between the eye and the palate. 

Wisely reasoning that such preparations were not made for 
common guests, M'Cormick ran over in his mind all the 
possible and impossible names he could think of, ending 
at last with the conviction it was some "Nob " he must have 
met abroad, and whom in a moment of his expansive hospi- 
tality he had invited to visit him. "Isn't it like them!" 
muttereil he. "It would be long before they'd think of 
such an entertainment to an old neighbor like myself; but 
here they are spending — who knows how much? — for some- 
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body that to-morrow or next day won't remember their 
names, or maybe, perhaps, laugh when they think of the 
funny old woman they saw, — the * Fright ' with the yellow 
shawl and the orange bonnet Oh, the world, the world ! *' 

It is not for me to speculate on what sort of thing the 
world had been, if the Major himself had been intrusted 
with the control and fashion of it; but I have my doubts 
that we are just as well off as we are. *'Well, though they 
have n't the manners to say ^ M'Cormiek, will you stop and 
dine?' they haven't done with me yet; not a bit!" And 
with this resolve he entered the cottage, and found his way 
to the drawing-room. It was unoccupied ; so he sat himself 
down in a comfortable armchair, to await events and their 
issue. There were books and journals and newspapers 
about; but the Major was not a reader, and so he sat musing 
and meditating, while the time went by. Just as the clock 
struck five. Miss Dinah, whose various cares of housewifery 
had given her a very busy day, was about to have a look at 
the drawing-room before she went to dress, and being fully 
aware that one of her guests was asleep, and the other full 
stretched beside the river, she felt she could go her ''rounds " 
without fear of being observed. Now, whatever had been 
the peculiar functions she was lately engaged in, they had 
exacted from her certain changes in costume more pictur- 
esque than flattering. In the first place, the sleeves of her 
dress were rolled up above the elbows, displaying arms more 
remarkable for bone than beauty. A similar curtailment of 
her petticoats exhibited feet and ankles which — not to be 
ungallant — might be called massive rather than elegant; 
and lastly, her two long curls of auburn hair — curls which, 
in the splendor of her full toilette, were supposed to be no 
mean aids to her captivating powers — were now tastefully 
festooned and fastened to the back of her head, pretty much 
as a pair of hawsers are occasionally disposed on the bow 
of a merchantman ! Thus costumed, she had advanced into 
the middle of the room before she saw the Major. 

''A pleasure quite unexpected, sir, is this," said she, 
with a vigorous effort to shake out what sailors would call 
her "lower courses." "I was not aware that you were 
here." 
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Peter. ** 1 11 Mnd you a line to say what auoceaa I have had 
with my friends." 

** Any time in the day will do," said the Maj4ir, uncoo* 
cemedly ; for, in truth, tlie future never hail in his estima- 
tion the tiaiiie interest as the present. As for the binb in 
the bush, he simply did not believe in them at all. 

** No, no,** said liarrington, hurrieilly. ** You shall bear 
from me early, for I am anxious you should meet Withering 
and his com|>anion, too, — a brother*soldier.'* 

'' Who may he be?" aske<l M'Connii*k. 

**That*s my secret. Major, — that's my secret/* said 
Peter, with a forced laugh, for it now wante«l but ten 

minutc*s to six ; '' but vou shall know all on Saturdav.** 

• • • 

lltui he said on the day of Jutlgtuent, the assuramv woukl 
have lieen as palatable to M'C'ormirk. Talking to him of 
Satunlay (»n a M«>ii<lay was asking him to s|>eculat4* on the 
infinite. Meanwtiile be sat on, as only tlu*y sit who under* 
atand the deep ami high myst4*ry of that proci.*ss. tlh. if 
you who liave your fortunes to make in life, witlnrnt any 
assignable ukmIo f(»r so dtiing, without a craft, a railing;, «>r a 
tnule, knew what sui^vhs thi*ru was to U* achievt*«l niorflv bv 
sitting — by Himply U'iiig '•there,** ettTnally *' tlHTe *' — a 
warniiii!, an cxanipU*, an illustration, a what yt»u mill, of 
buritloiii or intli<*tion ; but still ** thrre.** Tho butt of this 
man. th«* terror of th.Ht, — hat4*«K foansl, trfmbl«*«| at, — Imt 
yet riKN>i;ntz«*«l a^ a thing that muAt U\ an iuMtitution that 
was, and i^. and stiall U*, mhon mv an* all <load ami Imrit^l. 

I^mt; and drrary ni.iv U* the <layM of th«* sittiT, but the 
h«>ur of hiii ffwanl will r«>nio at hu^t. Tlu-rv mill f>>iii«* th^ 
time wtuMi r*oiiie «in«* — any one — will U* want«^l to |tair off 
with s<»iiu* othtT l>on\ to lif4t«*n to hii* i«ti>rii*s and niakv up 
his mhtAt-tal>l«s ami thm h«* mill U> '*thrrr.** I kn«*m a man 
wlio, mrn*lv )»v Hitting on patirntlv for voant, ma» at last 
ch«HM*n to bt' tM'ut as a Minif«t«'r and f(|M><M.*il Knvoy to a for^ 
ei^n Court Ju*«t to p*t rid of him. Ami for tin* womea 
sittrr*, — tht* woll-«lri'ftfM*«l and pn-ttily i:i»t-up sim|irrerm« 
wIh> havr fint tlM*ir ht)i»li.iitdr« into (*i>mnuHnion«*niht|is, Colo> 
nial S«*«-r«'tArvHhip«. nml i»urh lik«*, — an* thev not written 
of in thr \\*»*k of I(«>.iuty? 

*'llen*'s M'Cormirk,' l)inal^" said lUrrington« wilk a 
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ings had been more than once in his life his only Instructors^ 
and he now knew that he had been peremptorily ordered not 
to ask the Major to dinner. 

There are, doubtless, people in this world — I almost 
fancy I have met one or two such myself — who would not 
have felt peculiar difficulty in obeying this command ; who 
would have gone down to the drawing-room and talked 
coolly to the visitor, discussing commonplaces, easily and 
carelessly, noting the while how at every pause of the con- 
versation each was dwelling on the self-same point, and yet, 
with a quiet abstinence, never touching it, till with a sigh, 
that was half a malediction, the uninvited would rise to take 
leave. Barrington was not of this number. The man who 
sat under his roof was sacred. He could have no faults; 
and to such a pitch had this punctilio carried him, that had 
an actual enemy gained the inside of his threshold, he would 
have spared nothing to treat him with honor and respect. 

" Well, well," muttered he, as he slowly descended the 
stairs, ^^ it will be the first time in my life I ever did it, and 
I don't know how to go about it now." 

When a frank and generous man is about to do something 
he is ashamed of, how readily will a crafty and less scrupu- 
lous observer detect it ! M'Cormick read Barrington's secret 
before he was a minute in the room. It was in vain Peter 
affected an off-hand easy manner, incidentally dropping a 
hint that the Attorney-General and another friend had just 
arrived, — a visit, a mere business visit it was, to be passed 
with law papers and parchments. " Poor fun when the 
partridges were in the stubble, but there was no help for it. 
Who knew, however, if he could not induce them to give him 
an extra day, and if I can. Major, you must promise to come 
over and meet them. You '11 be charmed witli Withering, he 
has such a fund of agreeability. One of the old school, 
but not the less delightful to you and me. Come, now, 
give me your word — for — shall we say Saturday ? — Yes, 
Saturday ! " 

** I *ve nothing to say against it," grumbled out M'Cormick, 
whose assent was given, as attorneys say, without prejudice 
to any other claim. 

^^You shall hear from me in the morning, then," said 
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voice shaking with agitation and anxiety, ^^whom I want to 
pledge himself to us for Saturday next. Will you add your 
persuasions to mine, and see what can be done ? " 

*^ Don't you think you can depend upon me? '* cackled out 
the Major. 

"I am certain of it, sir; I feel your word like your bond 
on such a matter," said Miss Dinah. ''My grandniece, Miss 
Josephine Barrington," said she, presenting that young lady, 
who courtesied formally to the unprepossessing stranger. 

''I'm proud of the honor, ma*am," said M'Cormick, 
with a deep bow, and resumed his seat; to rise again, 
however, as Withering entered the room and was intro- 
duced to him. 

"This is intolerable, Peter," whispered Miss Harrington, 
while the lawyer and the Major were talking together. 
" You are certain you have not asked him ? " 

"On my honor, Dinah! on my honor! " 

"I hope I am not late?" cried Stapylton, entering; then 
turning hastily to Barrington, said, "Pray present me to 
your niece." 

"This is my sister. Major Stapylton; this is my grand- 
daughter ; " and the ladies courtesied, each with a degree of 
satisfaction which the reader shall be left to assign them. 

After a few words of commonplace civility, uttered, how- 
ever, with a courtesy and tact which won their way for 
the speaker, Stapylton recc^ized and shook hands with 
M'Cormick. 

"You know my neighbor, then? " said Barrington, in some 
surprise. 

"I am charmed to say I do; he owes me the denouement 
of a most amusing story, which was suddenly broken off 
when we last parted, but which I shall certainly claim after 
dinner." 

"He has been kind enough to engage himself to us for 
Saturday," began Dinah. But M'Cormick, who saw the 
moment critical, stepped in, — 

"You shall hear every word of it before you sleep. It 's 
all about Walcheren, though they think Waterloo more the 
fashion now." 

"Just as this young lady might fancy Major Stapylton a 



80 BARRINOTON. 

more Interesting event than one of us," said Withering, 
laugbin)^. *'But what** become of your boastetl punctii* 
ality, liarrington? A quarter (Muit, — are you waiting for 
any one?" 

**An* we, Dinah?" aiiked liarrington, with a look of 
•hee|>itthneii8. 

*^Not that I am aware of, Peter. There is no one to 
tome ; " aii<l she laid such an empliasis on the word as made 
the signilicance |>al|>at>le. 

To Harriiigt4iu it was |)ainful as well as |)al|>aMe; so 
painful, indet*il, that he hurriedly rang the Im*II, saying. In a 
sharp voice, **()f course, we are all here, — there are six of 
us. Dinner, Darby! '* 

The Major hml won, but he was too crafty to show any 
triumph at his vicUiry, and he did not dart* even to l«ii>k 
towanU wh(*n* Miss liarringti>n st<Hj<l, IcHt he sliould chamv 
to catch her eye. Dinner was at length announcetl. With- 
ering gave hirt ann to Miss Harrington, Stapylton t«Mik 
charge <»f .bwephine, and oltl IVter, pleasantly drawing his 
ann within M*(*(>rniirk*s, said, **I h(»|K» ynu *w got a g«Hid 
apfM'tite, .Major, for I have a ran* \\n\\ for you t«>-4lay, ami 
your favorit<' san(v« t«M», — smelt, not lobntrr." 

INM>r liarrini!toii! it was a trying moinnit for htm, that 
short walk into the dinnrr-room, ami In* f«'lt very gratrful to 
M*('ormi(-k that he Hai<l nothing iKwiftti or i»arrai»tic tt> him 
on the way. Many a dinner lK-gi"<* it> awk«anltieh>«, Imt 
waruiH SH it protM^'tlM into a pleanant geniality. Sueh mas 
the cane here. Aniotigut tli«»fie, U'riiib***, mlio have iH>t the 
ties of oM fiieiMUhip U'tweeti them, or have not a» \et 
wann«^l iiit«> that ;!eiiial ^<MMl-fi'lliiwnhip whieh it*, ^o ti>«ay, 
itM fi»«ter-liriither. a rharacter of the .M'Corniirk rla^A in 
ii«it «o daiiia;:iii;; an element a*« mi'^lit U* iiiia;:in(*«l. simI at 
tiniefi there i^ a |Ni«itt\e advaiita;:e in havin*^ one of wlHise 
meritN, by a taeit nu'len^tandin;;. all are ipiite agrrtnl. 
Witheriti;: and Stapylt<in iHtth read the man at once, an<l 
drew out hin ftAlieht |M»intj« — hi^ par^tiinony, his malice, anil 
his pryini; eiiri«>f«ity - • in vari«>iin may^. Iiut s«) neatly ami 
so ailviikevlly as t«i make him fancy he was the attacking 
(larty, and very utirct-Aiiful, tiMi. in hi** aimaultM U|ion the 
enemy. Kveu Harrington, in the Inmest simplicity of bis 
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natnre, was taken in, and more than once thonght that the 
old Major was too severe upon the others, and sat in won- 
dering admiration of their self-command and good temper. 
No deception of this sort prevailed with Miss Barrington, 
who enjoyed to the fullest extent the subtle raillery with 
which they induced him to betray every meanness of his 
nature, and yet never suffered the disclosure to soar above 
the region of the ludicrous. 

*^You have been rather hard upon them, Major," said 
Barrington, as they strolled about on the greensward after 
dinner to enjoy their cofifee and a cigar. ^^Don't you think 
you have been a shade too severe?" 

*'It will do them good. They wanted to turn me out like 
a bagged fox, and show the ladies some sport; but I taught 
them a thing or two." 

*'No, no, M'Coi-mick, you wrong them there; they had 
no such intentions, believe me." 

^*I know that you didn't see it," said he, with emphasis, 
^^but your sister did, and liked it well, besides; ay, and the 
young one joined in the fun. And, after all, I don't see 
that they got much by the victory, for Withering was not 
pleased at my little hit about the days when he used to be a 
Whig and spout liberal politics; and the other liked just as 
little my remark about the fellows in the Company's senice, 
and how nobody knew who they were or where they came 
from. He was in the Madras army himself, but I pi-etended 
not to know it; but I found his name written on the leaf of 
an old book he gave me, and the regiment he was in : and 
did you see how he looked when I touched on it? But here 
he comes now." 

^'Make your peace with him, M'Corraick, make your 
peace!" said Barrington, as he moved away, not sorry, as 
he went, to mark the easy familiarity with which Stapylton 
drew his arm within the other's, and walked along at his 
side. 

"Wasn't that a wonderful dinner we had to-day, from 
a man that hasn't a cross in his pocket?" croaked out 
M'Corraick to Stapylton. 

"Is it possible?" 

** Sherry and Madeira after your soup, theu Sauterne, — a 
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Bv\t got Into pipeeUy and barrack talk, and •troUvtl avaj 
down here unconitciously." 

'^Well, we 'd betUT not be late for tea/* broke in the MajT, 
^or we'll bear of it from Miiw Dinah!*' And tht*rv «a« 
aomething no couiic in the aeriouiineM of hia tone, that XLtx 
laughed heartily aa they turned towarda the houae. 
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^^And what *8 the good of all that to me? Would n't it 
be better if she could make a pease-pudding, like Polly 
Dill) or know bow to fatten a turkey, or salt down a side 
of bacon?" 

''I don't think so; I declare, I don't think so," said 
Stapylton, as he lighted a fresh cigar. '^These are house- 
hold cares, and to be bought with money, and not expen- 
sively, either. What a man like you or I wants is one who 
should give a sort of tone, — impart a degree of elegance to 
his daily life. We old bachelors grow into self-indulgence, 
which is only another name for barbarism. With a mis- 
taken idea of comfort we neglect scores of little observ- 
ances which constitute the small currency of civilization, 
and without which all intercourse is unpleasing and 
ungraceful." 

^^I'm not quite sure that I understand you aright, but 
there 's one thing I know, I 'd think twice of it before I 'd ask 
that young woman to be Mrs. M'Cormick. And, besides," 
added he, with a sly side-look, 'Mf it 's so good a thing, why 
don't you think of it for yourself? " 

** I need not tell an old soldier like you that full pay and 
a wife are incompatible. Every wise man's experience 
shows it; and when a fellow goes to the bishop for a license, 
he should send in his papers to the Horse Guards. Now, 
I 'm too poor to give up my career. I have not, like you, a 
charming cottage on a river's bank, and a swelling lawn 
dotted over with my own sheep before my door. I cannot 
put ofif the harness. " 

"Who talks of putting off the harness? " cried Withering, 
gayly, as he joined them. "Who ever dreamed of doing 
anytliing so ill-judging and so mistaken? Why, if it were 
only to hide the spots where the collar has galled you, you 
ought to wear the trappings to the last. No man ever knew 
how to idle, who had n*t passed all his life at it! Some go 
so far as to say that for real success a man's father and 
grandfather should have been idlers before him. But have 
you seen Barrington? He has been looking for you all 
over the grounds." 

"No," said Stapylton; "my old brother-oflScer and my- 
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remd ; ■* and m she nodded assent, be banded it acroas tbs 
break fast- table. 

''Wbat is your brother's regiment. Miss Dill?** ssid 
Stapylton, who bad Just caugbt a stray word or two of nbai 
I>assed. 

'•The Forty-nintb.- 

*^Tbe Forty-ninth,*' said he, reiieating tlie wonls once or 
twici*. ^^lAii lue see, — don't I know some Forty-ninth men? 
To l»e sun* I do. There 's Hepton and llarc. Your brutbrr 
will lie delighteil with Hare." 

^'My !>n>ther is in the ranks. Major Stapylton,** miU 
ahe, flushing a deep scarlet; and Harrington <|uu*kly inter 
posed, — 

**It wss the wild fn>lic of a young man to escaiH* a pn> 
f ess ion he hnd no mind for." 

**liut in foreign armivs every one doc*s it," bn>ke in 
Stapylton, burrietUy. **No mutter what a man's rank msj 
bt*, he must carry the musket; and I own I like tht* prarticr, 
— if for nothing elne for that tine spirit of oimiru'fmV 
which it engenders." 

Fifine's eyes Mparkled with pleasure at what she drrmol 
tla* well-bretl readiness of this s|Hveh, while IN illy livt-ame 
dea^lly pule, and sei*nied with dilllcnlty to repr«*i»ii iIh* repsilrr 
that n>rt(* to her mind. Not so Mins I)innli, who pn>ni]tlv 
said, **No fori'i^n enstuniM ran p:illiat«* a hrt'sc h of iHir 
liaMts. We an* Knglinh, nii<l %ie ilou't desire to Ix.* French- 
men or (tvrmunH.** 

*'Mitfht we ii«»t orruHiiUially lN»rn»w fn»m our nv)^l.U<ri 
with ailvuntai!! ? ** n^ki**! Stupyltun, Muiidly. 

'*I uirrt'f ^itli MUh Harrnijitoii," uniil Witherini;, — "I 
auree with .Mii*-* Iturrimrtnii, i»Ik»h*' very prvjtidu*r« srv 
alwavrt rieht. An nrniv formi^l l>v a c<i]iM'riptit*n whirb 
fXt'inptH no man i^ **t\ a ti •tally difTrrent f«Miting fr%>ai ooe 
derivril fr<»in vuliiiitaiv cnlihtinriit.** 

"A pra«*tir«* that i*«»uir say hIkmiM l»e n»*rr%*eil for mar- 
riaue,** »atd narriii<.:t<*n, wlio<.o happy Uct it was to reliers 
a il:*4«'nitNit»n hv n r«-a<lv J«»ki*. 

TIm'V tin^tii* ffMiii tal.li* s*Nni after, — Polly to arcnai|«Bj 
Mitf« Itarriicion nvrr the (^anlen nml the i»liruldirrira« awl 
•h<*w all that hail Utn dt»ne in their alis«*ne%*, and all tbat 
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*ji! T«t; iaumied to do, if approved of: Witherinj^ ndionrnert 
'jj 5iirr-3ict«ii'** study to pore over parchmenti*: ami Stanyr- 
t'.-o. if^^ rainly seeking to find Joaephine in the ilrawliuE- 
rxox. tiK> :&?«ef-gaideD, or the lawn, betook iiimaelf .nth a 
*:«:^:*E. aue ir*t be cooid find on the table, to the river's Mwie. 
xzd ^T S: V1U less to read than to meditate and retiect. 

A '^PMZT morning of a fine day in early antanuu ^th. 
il:^ ioLlii clouds above and a flickering rmnlis^ on >lie 
XTidt^ btfl'^v, besides a rippling river, whose luuika are ^iow- 
ii;r wt±, bloe and pnrple heath^bella, — all these anil a 
WxTtfLej novel were not enough to distract liHapyiton from 
'jji oK» that pressed upon his mind; for ^ it iffc, look 
W2its^ we mav on those whom Fortune would aeem Go have 
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=L&-k 2ier especial favorites, and we ahall find some ansatis- 
lei i:a.bi:ion* some craving wiab doomed to disappointment, 
^j^id a*:^< deferred till the heart that held it has ceased to 
nri for 13 accomplishment. To the world's eyes, here was 
X xaa eminently fortunate: alreaily high up in the service, 
WLU health, vigor, and good looks, a reputation established 
f .-7 personal gallantry in the fielil, and an amount of 
di^nty that had already won for him more than one dis- 
uiic:i'Xu and yet all these, great and solid advantages as 
thiey are. were not sufficient to give the ease of mind we call 

Hi hail debts, some of them heavy debts, but tb««e «fc.^. 
Ilzi-v on him. He was one of those men cre^iiv.'rt i*«:^>r* 
CTi?— i-.^sie secret consciousness seeming to wLl^ytvs wac 
however ill the world may go with them fx a -? •i.,*^ n :u» 
lyc:Z ran they must triumph; and tbri^ M^. H.immi '.nr.'u 
to vb>m he owed thousands, wooi^i h&T.^ «3i«iiKft nut uuKtXa^ 
\ Li •..:-xorr>w, all on the faith -rf aar. fir.ii** ruou ^•ul,• -j* ^, 
talfai a!>:<it with the cax«Ies» 'Tt-.iuli u»ni*> \f t iniu* ^»t *,^ 

He iad eoemies^ too* — 3<:^¥»rf u uui ii^*fr;.ji-K» <->r-..*c- 

wia 1- 5 a lua *: :•* •niHttfL uzti * j- .-.t , ,- • ., „ 
r*r*:". :c*- 1.11 : *'*'^ i:.:iu-*^ ^ -■ 
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II«' hill turn rrnssi«1. — nn, nut in Inw. )»iit in liU imM- 
tiiin (i) 111:111 Y ttiii* ;:i«-:itlv alMi\i- hiin in ^latiitn; l>iit htt 
hul>-i'<|Uriii niiiri ja'.'c lia<l IxM-n m» iinfi>i'(iin:it«' tiiat lit* frit 
in purl ii*i*ii!n|ii n**i «1 f^r (In- ^liirlit ^lM■ |>:i^miI iiinih him; 
h«i tli:it, takiii;^ It all ainl all, f:it«- IkuI iivxrr U*in rrurl lu 
liiin willnMil a i'iiiniM-i:*<:i' i<>ii. 

'I'lirlf air IMi'll Mh<» fi-rl tlirir uli*>]i« iM-fi-lHi In \tr ■ 
liaii'l-t<>-li:u>il •<tMijL'it' ^^ilti till- uiirM. u!i<i ii ^':ii>i itn* vmrM 
:\t* an a<l\«-i'«aiv in l>i* \iiii*«lril. mimI all uln'-i* ifTmts arr 
ili-\i>tril til irai'li that |"ii!il u|hiii uliii-li tlii-\ r.m iiitii rnuml 
aii'l r*av, **Vi'ii M'4' tliat I liaxr Ui>ii tin' :ja:iM . I Hai* UO* 
kiio^n. aipl I a!n faiiiMii**: | \\:is piMir, aipl I :i:ii ru'h; I 
ua- I'j-Til Mwraipl i_'ii«*M-il, ami iii>%^ tiii- \*i\ Iiijlit'<«t arr 
|tiiiili| \*t ii riiijiii/i- nil ! " Nt:i|*\ ll'Mi ita-* ••in- ff t.'n ■•(-. All 
liir i.r>tti**Mi iif 111** natnii' Iinik ilii-* f>>in>. aii-l it wan far 
in*>i4- III a >i>iiil aj:iiii-<l lii*< fi-li<iu-« tliaii it. ai.\ iii'lulpriiHT 
itf tii:ii-»i if til I>>ujlit ami htinL':jli*l ^^ itli I'l'itiiin. liitriiitU^I 
)'\ U ii!i« I iirj twtii iiiiii it of till- Mi'irt lii«!<>r\ i-f Harniit;- 
toll'- I'l.Li'i: aj:iHi«t till' liplia ('••;i]|>:ii.\ . 1:<- li.i-l Irarnnl 
f'lill-ili !:iMv !.i"ii- ihliillL'li ilii|i|Mli« in-«Ii1ii7i •! )v lniiiaclf. 
aii-1 :i! !• hj:!i :irri\ii| :it tlu' i'« •tirlii-.inn lliat if i«!l llnmni;* 
t'lii i-«>'i'. i !■•- jM ;-n:i>ii •! tii liniil lii-* ili maipU nitliin ni««li-^ 

H!r '...i|-rU. :i!. 1 !.■■! Ul-l-t llpull t !n' iIiIM ll"" • 'f tllMt |M-r»«»nAl 

ii |> ii.i' I"!! \\ :.!• '.i !.•- a'>-'i:ii« •! >>* 1 -•<• rd i.-il t>> j.i" «"ii'!i holinr. 
a \ • t \ :i'i.; '■ ii ••■:;.{•• I. •>! \\<>:i! 1 ii- •! !•! M fii«t il it: 11. |t m%n 
t«» I!, i ji • I'l r ■;■..■!. .| I !■ ■ !:i'm i! i- i --ij: -i- **t:H'\ !!■ ■:. Iiml in m* 
••I '.!i •! !• ■ t ': I li ■« I. w i!ii W 1! :.i I r J, -•■. a! '• :i*i, Ii«- »aiil« 
:i!i I -■■ W j": . ; J- ■ ! . ! ,. \ • 1. « ». i ! n\ \ • r S'.it In- w.i^. « illi a 
1. ;t ;:. ■! j: -*::•■-.:. i :-! r :-! a' ■ ,J ;.i n. In- L.i I r< -t.rt i\ «^| 9 
!■ :i! ill* 1; ; *.'■'. ^* >; ;'.'. -i.. ai. I ri .-:* iT r- ■i.!Mt !.. .■ ii, iii*i }l^l2- 

:i. :.:. " W • - I . ;. I". • :■' *\.\ .: li'--:-. lii-r* . .Maj«»r," 

-I l:»i,:i-' i ;. ■ i'. .:!.l :i' iij J. ■.-. ' i.i : ; " I »% ill li*avr ibf 

! I i .■ - !• • \ ■ ■ .: I j: ■ . |1 1: : II _■*■ ■!! -i.:!!! ! «• nillir." A VfTT 

• 

' ■ •■ f :i' ,.i; '■ « ;'.. NI .-- 1 1.; I'l -.1' i-:.! •! Ma|ivhi>ii tbftt 

^ ' \\ ^ • , :•' !• ,-.i:i I. .11 :;• .1! 1.1 r.t, nri'l nhnt lir ralM 
' t \< -.!..!. i: i " 1 .> tu>> •'! !!.tif litili' liaitii he ImiI 

•'..•i-i ...■ » :'..■.*:■ *!::k\ ! ;!-» i-f urntimrlltAlilT. 

• :•. .!'.•• -■ :> f I...'!!-!' ■;.< <l }>i i:m ipli' In- li9i| Bill 
' • !.• T. !. I i :>!. •1. It i\.i^ •■:.!\ uliiii Iir liail «ilb 
•*i..i- 1 III -1 i.it «•'! - 'n.r •«:iiaii ini aiiiii-^4 in M'Cumicll'A 
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she yet intended to do, if approved of; Withering adjourned 
to Barrington's study to pore over parchments ; and Stapyl- 
ton, after vainly seeking to find Josephine in the drawing- 
room, the flower-garden, or the lawn, betook himself with a 
book, the first he could find on the table, to the river's side, 
and lay down, less to read than to meditate and reflect. 

A breezy morning of a fine day in early autumn, with 
slow sailing clouds above and a flickering sunlight on the 
grass below, besides a rippling river, whose banks are glow- 
ing with blue and purple heath-bells, — all these and a 
Waverley novel were not enough to distract Stapylton from 
the cares that pressed upon his mind; for so it is, look 
where we may on those whom Fortune would seem to have 
made her especial favorites, and we shall find some unsatis- 
fied ambition, some craving wish doomed to disappointment, 
some hope deferred till the heart that held it has cedsed to 
care for its accomplishment. To the world's eyes, here was 
a man eminently fortunate: already high up in the service, 
with health, vigor, and good looks, a reputation established 
for personal gallantry in the field, and an amount of 
capacity that had already won for him more than one dis- 
tinction, and yet all these, great and solid advantages as 
they are, were not sufficient to give the ease of mind we call 
happiness. 

He had debts, some of them heavy debts, but these sat 
lightly on him. He was one of those men creditors never 
crush, some secret consciousness seeming to whisper that, 
however ill the world may go with them for a while, in the 
long run they must triumph; and thus Mr. Hirman Davis, 
to whom he owed thousands, would have cashed him another 
bill to-morrow, all on the faith of that future which Stapylton 
talked about with the careless confidence of a mind assured. 

He had enemies, too, — powerful and determined enemies, 
— who opposed his advancement for many a year, and were 
still adverse to him; but, like the creditors, they felt he 
was not a man to be crushed, and so he and his ill-wishers 
smiled blandly when they met, exchanged the most cordial 
greetings, and even imparted little confidences of their 
several fortunes with all that well-bred duplicity which so 
simulates friendship. 
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** You have Just toM t»e that you were free from all 
eiij^ageineiit." 

'* Vos ; hut nr>t from all control. I must tak Aunt IhnaL't 
leave Ik* fore I set out on tlii« notable expedition.*' 

** Do nothing of the kiml. It woukl lie to make a ca|>rice 
iM*ein a plan. Ia'I uh go where you will, — here, altmg the 
river* II si'le ; any when*, ho iliat we may affect to think that 
we are fri*e agents, unil not merely good childrvn acnt cwt 
for a walk." 

** What a relN*l agaiimt authority you are for one to d«a- 
|H)tic yours^'lf !" 

•• I (lefi|Mitir I Who ever calUnl me »o? " 

*• Your otlU*er» nay a« much." 

** I know from what i|nnrter that came," aaid he; an«l hit 
bronziti face grew a Hliatlv (lreiK*r. *'That dilettante M»klirr. 
Voun^ (*onverri, liaH uivrn nu* thirt character; Imt I *d ratbrr 
talk of YOU than mvH«-lf. Tell me all alMuit your life. U it 
art di'li^htful an everything aroun<l would lK.*ii|i«*ak it? Are 
tliivte tri'i'fi and MowvrH, tliiii Hunny I tank, thia |H-rf uracil 
Hwnnl, true emblcniH «if the exintence they emliellinb. or w 
ParndiHi' only a clu-at?" 

** I d<in't think no. I tliink rarailiiic ia verv like what if 
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liMik<«. not but I own tliat tlie garilm in pleaiianter with pirata 
in It thnn vihrn onlv Adam nn<l Kv«* were thm*. Mr. With. 
erin*.: i** <*h:irniin:!. an«l v«mi can In* vitv a«jn»rable." 

•• I wiiiijil I knvw liuw to Ih» h«»." naid he, m'riiMi^ly. •• Ja«t 
at thw nptnifnt; ft»r I am coin:; nwav fn>m Indainl. acnl I 
am vi-ry <li'**ir<iu-« «if li-:ivin.: a iz*^h\ im|inv*«Hiiin lH,ddn«l me." 

'* Wh.it riMild it •«ijnifv to v<in liow vou were tlnnicht of 
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in tlii-^ liini'ly ■•j"»t? " 

•• Mi»rr tliun y«Mi Hu..jM'rt, — nion* than you wouM. perhapi^ 
rri'lit," -Hi.l In*. firliij::lv. 

TliiTi' uni a littlr {•aii'*r. «lurini; wtiirh they walked akxkf 
wi {»■ by mill'. 

'• Wljat fin* y«»u tljiiikiti;^ t*f'r " H.iid ^lie, at laat 

'' I nA>« thiiiktiij '(f n NtrnriL;*' tliiiii:. — it wan Ihia: Abosl 
a nii-k n.!'* thi-ri' ^«m*< ti<> (!b»:t I i^nn not making to obtaia 
thi> i^'intM.'itpl of n;y rt".:i:iii>nt. I nanti^l to )« IJenteiHUit- 
(••'■•i.t!; nr)-l -> )>« lit un^ I mi (r.iinintf my object, that if 
giMi.j :kH.-i\ Uin-t nr f<>iir ymr** nf tliat life that I naj hOf9 
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for would have done it, I'd have doeed the bargain; and 
DOW the ambition is gone, and I am specalatiiig wfaedier I H 
not take the cottage of your friend Major M<*onBadk, — he 
offered it to me last night, — and beoome jour ofighhor. 
What say you to the project? " 

*^ For us the exchange will be all a gain.* 

*^ I want your opinion, — your own," said be, wilk a 
reduced to a mere whisper. 

'' I 'd like it of all things; althoi^ if I 
or your daughter, I*d not ooonsel it.* 

*' And why not, if you were my 
certain constraint in his manner. 

^^I'd say it was inglorious to 
activity of a soldier*s life to oome and drtam awaj 
here." 

^^ But what if I have done enoi^ for Ifeds 
call fame ? I have had my share of 
world looks there is wondroos little p f Ofxc t c€ 
of it. These peace achievemeala anl joar 
better than me.** 

^' I think you are not jost to hini. If I fcsi Ins arv&fi. 
he is burning for an occasion to dmnm^mm bt HaumStJ^ 

A cold shrug of the shooldcri wa^ hm ^smij 
edgment of this speech, and agsun a fi&soai: 1USL 
them. 

'' I would rather talk of jpsm, if yum wvM Ike mtJ^ §mA 
he, with much significance of Tmet aorf ombwc -^'iisjr 
would you like to have me for jmbt sdc&lytrr'*' 

^^ It would be a pleasant fTrhiagr for l&^ir M^mmMsf^ 
said she, laughing. 

'* I want you to be serioos mam. WI0C ImtftMaf^fm 
interests me too deeply to jest 

'' First of all, is the project ft 

*' It is." 

'' Next, why ask adriee ffooi mkt a» fli^gy arfaia a rf i» f 
am?" 

^' Because it is not cooiMel I ttSc — it jr ^tvm^ff^mf rtmm^ 
Don't look surprised. arwL *hr>^n* aiL i(\n'' >vUf itiijr;*, h«tf 
listen to me. What I barrt vad tu^w^ jtrui -v^utr nmm t^t*\n\i{ 
say, might more properiy }acT^ beea i£&(n^ Mi0sn ^^ iiM 
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*'Yoa luiTe jost tokl me tint joa were free from all 
engagement.'' 

** Yes ; bat not from all control. I most ask Amit Dinah's 
leaf-e before I set oot on this notable expedition." 

** Do nothing of the kind. It would be to make a eaprioe 
seem a plan. Let os go where yoo will, — here, aloi^ the 
river's side ; anywhere, so that we may affect to think that 
we are free agents, and not merely good diildren sent oat 
for a walk." 

^^ What a rebel against aathcnity yoo are for one so des- 
potic yoorself ! " 

" I despotic ! Who ever called me so? " 

" Yoor officers say as much." 

*^ I know from what quarter that came," said he; and his 
bronzed face grew a shade deeper. ^' That dilettante soldier, 
young Conyers, has given me this character ; bot I 'd rather 
talk of yoo than myself. Tell me all about yoor life. Is it 
as delightfal as everything around would bespeak it? Are 
these trees and flowers, this sunny bank, this perfumed 
sward, true emblems of the existence they embellish, or is 
Paradise only a cheat?" 

'' I don't think so. I think Paradise is very like what it 
looks, not but I own that the garden is pleasanter with goests 
in it than when only Adam and Eve were there. Mr. With- 
ering is charming, and you can be very agreeable." 

" I would I knew how to be so," said he, seriously, " just 
at this moment ; for I am going away from Ireland, and I 
am very desirous of leaving a good impression behind me." 

" What could it signify to you how you were thought of 
in this lonely spot?" 

" More than you suspect, — more than you would, perhaps, 
credit," said he, feelingly. 

There was a little pause, during which they walked along 
side by side. 

^' What are you thinking of? " said she, at last 

'^ I was thinking of a strange thing, — it was this : About 
a week ago there was no effort I was not making to obtain 
the command of my regiment. I wanted to be Lieutenant- 
Colonel ; and so bent was I on gaining my object, that if 
giving away three or four years of that life that I may hope 
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for would have done it, I'd have closed the bargain; and 
DOW the ambition is gone, and I am speculating whether I '11 
not take the cottage of your friend Major M^Cormick, — he 
offered it to me last night, — and become your neighbor. 
What say you to the project? " 

*^ For us the exchange will be all a gain." 

" I want your opinion, — your own," said he, with a voice 
reduced to a mere whisper. 

^^I'd like it of all things; although, if I were your sister 
or your daughter, I'd not counsel it." 

** And why not, if you were my sister?" said he, with a 
certain constraint in his manner. 

*^I'd say it was inglorious to change from the noble 
activity of a soldier's life to come and dream away existence 
here." 

''But what if I have done enough for this same thing men 
call fame ? I have had my share of campaigning, and as the 
world looks there is wondrous little prospect of any renewal 
of it. These peace achievements suit your friend Conyers 
better than me." 

^^ I think you are not just to him. If I read him aright, 
he is burning for an occasion to distinguish himself." 

A cold shrug of the shoulders was bis only acknowl- 
edgment of this speech, and again a silence fell between 
them. 

"I would rather talk of you, if yon would let me," said 
he, with much significance of voice and manner. '^ Say 
would you like to have me for your neighbor?" 

" It would be a pleasant exchange for Major M'Cormick," 
said she, laughing. 

^^ I want you to be serious now. What I am asking you 
interests me too deeply to jest over." 

^^ First of all, is the project a serious one? " 

*' It is." 

^' Next, why ask advice from one as inexperienced as I 
am?" 

'^ Because it is not counsel I ask, -*- it is something more. 
Don't look surprised, and, above all, don't look angry, but 
listen to me. What I have said now, and what more I would 
say, might more properly have been uttered when we had 
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"What <Io riiti think tif il, I>iiiati?" ui-l Barrinston, w 
tiny Ntt ill (-oiiclavi- tin- next iii<jniii)}; in Imt •>i»ii niitiug- 
rouni. 

SIk- lii'l il'iwn ft li'tli-r klif liml }ni't fiiii>)if<l rcwliiin <(a 
the ta)il<-, can-fullv f>il.|iit^ it. liki- uiiv tr\iii;; t>> ;;min titnr 
Imttnv Mill- >.|->ki-': - llv 'a a cUv.t man.' kimI »ril«-a ««ll, 
IVl<-r; Hurt' <-ut) W im m.'WIiiI ii[iir)i<iii ii|<i>ii that." 
■■ Itiil liin |in>]H>!>aI. I>iiiah. — hio ]ir>>|>ii9>arr " 
•• ri.n-tt iiK- U»(i Ihi' niort- I think <if it. Tht-ra b gnat 
i]iM]>sii(v I'f nji'. — a «ii|t> iliiu-ra-iiaiK'y in i-harartcr. A 
n-rlaiTi i;r:i\iiy I'f ili'mcKiior wirtili) not Iv unalt^rablt, 
|irrlin|M. in n hii«)>3ti<l f<ir .li>iM-|iliin(>, wlin hno hrr tDnneats 
iif r.i|-Mi-i<"i- r:in('v ; l>iit if I iniiiakc not. thi« imin's naton 

" I'll, n- » ill U- li i-iKHit:)) to roniililcr all ItwI. IMnah. 

It t-. in U\'t. to *. i.-h «.!) th<- (-ha:)n-M of hb ttatm to 
lUTnri' titr l>:i|-piti>-> that Im* [th-n<l« ; l»- aaka |>ffibaha 
K-nii In hiT. rftttwr tlian to tnaka U« 

V that llipy mmnt the aainr tbloK, — I 
in my <lny. iVtfr." iiatil aht, hridliag; 
■ |'l:iii> <|ni'i>lioii ln-f<irr »«. So far >■ I 
••ilion iH ihi«: 'If I aatWy yaa 
ii-l f<-rtiin<- nn> Mti* factory In yaa. kav* I 
yiiiir ]-ri.i-^i>ti tn i--<:iii' liai-k hi-rv a« your | 
Miitii ■ '■' 

- N-.t j.r.. i- !y, IHn.ih. — not psarily thia 
wor'l- : ■ I n;ii n. J rmftrr that I am liiilrb 
ltarti:..-;-'ii, at. I it I* >iTi.).ly |o aarrrlatn 
In that iliB['atiiy vf yvaia, tbcre caiaU that 
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iii<|iiiiy I ilr<-iii r«-<^iii'«i'i> uirtiniit :i U-jiii] :i'1vi-it. iVrliaj* 
^viv I t<i I'f ^•l :if-ri*!ii|i:iiiii il, M:iji>i M:i]>\Itii|| nuiiUl i»i.: 
|hi«i* lii;il ill-, tiiii, *«:iiiulil :i)i|M :ii uilii In** !:i\%\i-r.'* 

K.iii iiiLllmi Miiilfl tuiiitly at (tir (ii\ ji ^t, t>iit •» . 

*'I ;*i-i-/* rr.-<ll!l.iil •*!]•-. *M!t:it V'Mi uif Vri\ iiiiirli mfn 
nlMitit iiiv want nf tail ami ililnarv in liiii iii\r«lii*aliiii 
ll i-* a **i>tiii-ti !i:it r>>iniit<iii l>rliif atiii>ti.'«t im ii that in ■ 
ina!Ii-[-« iif luitihi-t'* umni-ii i*rr nn tin- -i-ii'i' nf li:it«|iifMi uv 
pf| -i^ti-rn'r. I li:i\ I- ll-<lriuil t<> ^'Miii- t •! it \ ill.' Ip<niillt'« fnni 
\'i(jr fih-ii-l \ViIli« I in.' "ii frhiali* iin i< «ii.ii:\ an«l r»«> furlh, 
- irji-x.ii-iii H wiiiin \%ill (-4>a-r til :i|-i-v u !>f-n inrii nball 
ri'h'li— I I n<l li» tfi'.it U-* :v* rii-atiiii-^ :ii • • --^i''.!- tii li'AiMHIt 
aiiil I,"! :!■< null* •iu| • •*. Ni-t* wli" i*« krfinii.j at tin* ilimr« 
I'l !tr.' a<Mi I "Ik-. «''.:ii;-Iv. "I tlnlan il inalln liu< c4tl 
flax-* "{ i'ur iniiki > iMii.', an*! l>ail'V a^Kitij f>ir llir lull of 
Ml'- l:i':ii- -J* >i:li :ii:in in .N<*. I. " 

**1 ]• 01 tii\ lift. 1:ii V uiii* i>!i a-^aiit •l.i\-<. t**<i.'* f*aii| lUr^ 
Miij* •!!. } 'i' in a : '•..*' -i lnw .•• t'l !■•■ m.:.i .i:<l )'\ lii-« Mitttrr. 

" M.i\ I I 'Mil in ' * o.ii I Wiliii liiij. :is I,. "I'l III «1 till* ilivir 
a fi t\ IM .Ii -. :Ui>l |>ii]ii 1 ii.-»i>ir. "I \\:i?.! In fih«iH V<KJ A 
ii"*t' I ii.i\r ji;-: li.i 1 ii-tiii K I!. -.'ilia, in K i'.-»i i.n\.'* 

*'^«-. \'-. '■:•.•■ in.' -.ii-l \Ii-^ r..i" ;:._:!-n. "I ohIt 
U it'll *. -Il .'t.i I .kM..t 1 a ll'.tlr I :i I ill I. W .i.il |« \<>lir Il«i||* 

a:* ■:*: : 

** l! '■» \i I V -?i'ir t I'll \i!V |'i.rp"-t •!:'%. , li.i- t*;r<*I nf il 
!■• :t.t .»'■•■.• Il: J. ■:..'- «■.■■.:-. Willi II i! -•.:;..• iJn- lA\in^- 
I-:!.- • r !....»- Ii;' I .1 !• a-'-i. i" 1. . -.i! «\ii|-!itjj thai 
<-.i:j'" f'l ! .• ii..'i':.il al!'li^i'-. \\ .*. !.• :i m wtiat I 
w i:.: ! . - . '.\ ;. !. • \|.ij..r M'i ::! :■ k. "f M'< ••rfiiii-k'* 
< Il ■. . . I.. I". 1 .-: . . :i '•:••. an- 1 :i.'i. •.. .^ I :i*i. ii..t riititlr^l 
t • -.1 . .»■« :. . I ■■:!.' .1.; y I -f I l.i* I'll*. I • :.'■ I :.iin ii«» i|«mlii 
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tastes and temper which would indispose her to regard me 
as one to whom she would intrast her happiness. I hope 
to do this without any offence to her delicacy, though not 
without peril to my own self-love. Have I your leave for 
this experiment?*" 

"Who is he? Who are his friends, connections, belong- 
ings? What is his station independently of his military 
rank, and what are his means? Can you answer these 
questions ? '* 

''Not one of them. I never found myself till to-day in a 
position to inquire after them/' 

"Let us begin, then, by that investigation, Peter. There 
is no such test of a man as to make him talk of himself. 
With you alone the matter, perhaps, would not present much 
difficulty to him, but I intend tiiat Mr. Withering's name 
and my own shall be on the committee ; and, take my word 
for it, we shall sift the evidence carefully.** 

"Bear in mind, sister Dinah, that this gentleman is, first 
of all, our guest.** 

"The first of all that I mean to bear in mind is, that he 
desires to be your grandson." 

"Of course, — of course. I would only observe on the 
reserve that should be maintained towards one who honors 
us with his presence." 

"Peter Barrington, the Arabs, from whom you seem to 
borrow your notions on hospitality, seldom scruple about 
cutting a guest*s head off when he passes the threshold; 
therefore I would advise yon to adopt habits that may be 
more suited to the land we live in.*' 

"All I know is,'* said Barrington, rising and pacing the 
room, "that I could no more put a gentleman under my roof 
to the question as to his father and mother and his fortune, 
than I could rifle his writing-desk and read his letters.'* 

"Brother Peter, the weakness of your disposition has cost 
you one of the finest estates in your country, and if it could 
be restored to you to-morrow, the same imbecility would 
forfeit it again. I will, however, take the matter into my 
own hands." 

"With Withering, I suppose, to assist you?" 

"Certainly not. I am perfectly competent to make any 
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•tep into iMWBOflBion of thin place, and at'ttle ilonn btrrv aa 

Itll OWIUT." 

Harri 11^ ti Ill's fai*o gn-w palis aiitl a ^lattny 111 in i»pr«'a«l uwr 
bia vyvH^ a.-t his Hi8t4*r's wonla HUiili into liift hrait. **I 
iUi*lan*, Diiiab/' aaiil bo, falUTingly, **tbat m-vcr tlnl strike 
me I H' fori'." 

** * Ix never rains but it |M>iirs/ says tlir Iiii»h ii«1nu'i\*' rr* 
autiuti hbr. **My bn>tlii*r and I worr Junt «Iim-iimsicii( 
another pn»|MMal of the same liind fiben yoti kiniektil. 
Ueail that litter. It is fnmi a mt>ro u4lroit (fnirtirr than ttie 
otht*r, aiitl, at U'ast, lir (bn'Sirt pri'faiv hi.-* iii(«'iiti«»ii» with a 
bar>!ain." An«l she liaii«ltil Stapy lion's Irttrr to U iitivrin;;. 

**Ab!" said the lawyvr, **this is aiH'tluT ^'uimi sort i>f 
man, and a wry diflTiTent sort c»r pn»|Hif«:il.'* 

** I sn.-|»«*<*ti*il tliat be was a favoritt* i>f your;*," ^al•l Mi»s 
Dinah, m-'iiitirantlv. 

*' Wfll, I o«in to It. He is one of th«>si* nifii nhn liavv a 
great attraclittii fur nit', — nun wlio c<>nii* nnt ^f tin- i-taiflut 
of life ami itM tiiten-sts uitliout anv I'xnir^ierattd iH*lii*tis nf 
buiiian |NTft*ftiliility or the op|Mii«it«>, ii«h<i ie«*«*;:iii/i- pU-niy 
of g>-4M| ami lilt Hiiiall slian* of bad in the i»«>ilil, but, i»o 
the wh<i|e. nre r*:iti<*fii-«l that, sa\in^ ill health, vt r \ fev nf 
our f*alntiiitie«< nre iii»t of our own pr«*viiliii:^." 

**Ail «»f \«hieh in |i«*rfef*tly r«>inp:itil>l<> willi nn ««lii*u« 
ei:i>ti^iii. ^ir." ft.iiil p*be, wnriiily : *Miut 1 fei 1 |>ii>uil ti> »ay 
sneh <'li»tai'ti-i>« tiiid few ailiiiirei?* niiioiii;f«t himim n." 

**Fr<i;ii nhii'li 1 opine that he it iii»l fi»rtuiiate «fii'Ut:h to 
nuniU r Mi«-« IMiiah Iiariin::tiiii ainoii;:**! hi-, ^upi^'r:* m: " 

"Villi are ii::lit I'li-ie. hir. The pirjiidirt- 1 Lad u^siiivt 
lii:n U-fiire «ie nut ban b«*en f«tieit;:theiiid hiiM-t I ti.i\e mmo 
iiin. 

'*lt it ca* iliil of yiiti, however, to rail it a pn jiidu i .'* saitl 
be, w ith a hinile. 

"\W it H<>. Mr. Witht-riii:^; but prejii<li<N* i- only auotbrr 
wonl fiir im iiiHiinet." 

** I 'in afraiil if we L'f t into i-lhiett we *11 fiir^'i t all alniut tbf 
prii|H*«:il/* r«ai<l r»arriiij1<>n. 

*' What a -«:irr:if;ii: *' «ii«>«l Wither iiiu*. "that if we Ulk 0# 
ni>'i:ii« Hi- -!ja!I ii^m>re iii»lriiiii>iiv.*' 

*1 like ihi II. an. ami I like bis letter,*' said Rarringtoo. 



A CABiszr r.-> — ± 

"I liisiTJat both one an«i t^r r:i-::: ' sii Zlil":^- Z'n::^ 
•'I ilm*ysi fancy Icoold ir-xi i ;.Tir :i. -• rj!* i_i-... >■ 

terr-:*^ Withering, 
••nf course vou cool'L sir: ii. r 'jy iii.-^ t^^ r<c 

to V' -a, it would be the def«= j?r :" Zjt ir^~ 

m - 

"Mv dear Mi3d Barriur/.--* *^. '^'.iii^rniL. ^ulj' 

iLrte lines of any man's wr.'zis ' »■ jui_ -"- : ni?_-r : 
make us venr lenient in our i-.'i=?r"uT:.,'L ; . rrrn:: !• -v. 
so far as I can see in this '.'i": :-r:.'T^ -ja j- >::Lrjr Jriis- :. r 
protests too much. He Wzs ^is:::-; : r ::rr-. j- .rin'^La 
leave :o draw a bill on your Lf-crj.'ia- '^^ j: :rriiL:a-=s -u 
n:<ret it.** 

"No, sir, he wishes to draw &: tl^-. "Ui.ii:i:i it job icver 
*h'wn us the letter of crediL*' 

•■ I vow to Heaven it is hopeless ;o eiptc: aajthing prac- 
:ii?al when you two stand up together for a spamng-match," 
cric^i Barrinston. 

"Be practical, then, brother Peter, and ask this gentleman 
I. • ;ive y..>u a quarter of an hour in your study. Find out 
wL-. be is: I don't expect you to learn what he is, but w^iat 
L< lx< With his fortune we shall get the clew to him:%*lV " 

- Xxr^r oiiiicel in Withering, *'all that is verv buHin**^!,*. 
li.ie ar.-i reas" •cable. 

"\tA i: tle^lies us to nothing/' addetl ^he. ^*\r^ rflfe,. 
s'l-'iLiinj^ : i: we don*: promise to anohi>r." 

-it 7 c ;■:. .:-f i^-iia with y.>ar i^im -^f ^nw^h. ^inah 
tiere L. 1:1 .nd of zie, for I ^v, -me .f -hn.^ ,,,.,,.,.: 
=i^:::..-es '-iz :eu;.i tiie illuHTrririon md :'„rfrrt n.at • 
i.-.-.-h:. Ees..!e:4 "uih. lere ^h i nan »tia .,u ..r ,,m.a •,,.,. 

■!■ :::;: u :i,..,r mnoraiu *r-u^, nirvti ..m.^ »r...r.^ 
a- :h. ia,i -oKc^n -he no:.r ir-ruv. n^-np.-^ .,. ,., ^.^Z 

~'.i -.1 f..--,,,t • 
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step into possession of this place, and settle down here as 
its owner." 

Barrington's face grew pale, and a glassy film spread over 
his eyes, as his sister's words sunk into his heart. *^I 
declare, Dinah," said he, falteringly, *^that never did strike 
me before." 

*' ' It never rains but it pours,' says the Irish adage,** re- 
sumed she. ''My brother and I were just discussing 
another proposal of the same kind when you knocked. 
Read that letter. It is from a more adroit courtier than the 
other, and, at least, he does n't preface his intentions with a 
bargain." And she handed Stapylton's letter to Withering. 

''Ah!" said the lawyer, "this is another guess sort of 
man, and a very different sort of proposal." 

"I suspected that he was a favorite of yours," said Miss 
Dinah, significantly. 

" Well, I own to it He is one of those men who have a 
great attraction for me, — men who come out of the conflict 
of life and its interests without any exaggerated notions of 
human perfectibility or the opposite, who recognize plenty 
of good and no small share of bad in the world, but, on 
the whole, are satisfied that, saving ill health, very few of 
our calamities are not of our own providing." 

"All of which is perfectly compatible with an odious 
egotism, sir," said she, warmly; "but I feel proud to say 
such characters find few admirers amongst women." 

"From which I opine that he is not fortunate enough to 
number Miss Dinah Banington amongst his supporters?" 

" You are right there, sir. The prejudice I had against 
him before we met has been strengthened since I have seen 
him." 

"It is candid of you, however, to call it a prejudice," said 
he, with a smile. 

"Be it so, Mr. Withering; but prejudice is only another 
word for an instinct" 

"I *m afraid if we get into ethics we '11 forget all about the 
proposal," said Barrington. 

"What a sarcasm I " cried Withering, "that if we talk of 
morals we shall ignore matrimony." 

"I like the man, and I like his letter," said Barrington. 
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^^I distruat both one and the other," said Miss Dinah. 

'^I almost fancy I coold hold a brief on either side," in- 
terposed Withering. 

^^Of coarse you could, sir; and if the choice were open 
to you, it would be the defence of the guilty." 

^*My dear Miss Barrington," said Withering, calmly, 
^^when a great legal authority once said that he only needed 
three lines of any man's writing ^ to hang him,' it ought to 
make us very lenient in our construction of a letter. Now, 
so far as I can see in this one before us, he neither asks nor 
protests too much. He begs simply for time, he entreats 
leave to draw a bill on your affections, and he promises to 
meet it" 

''No, sir, he wishes to draw at sight, though he has never 
shown us the letter of credit" 

" I vow to Heaven it is hopeless to expect anything prac- 
tical when you two stand up together for a sparring-match," 
cried Barrington. 

"Be practical, then, brother Peter, and ask this gentleman 
to give you a quarter of an hour in your study. Find out 
who he is; I don*t expect you to learn what he is, but what 
he has. With his fortune we shall get the clew to himself." 

"Yes," chimed in Withering, "all that is very business- 
like and reasonable." 

"And it pledges us to nothing," added she. "We take 
soundings, but we don't promise to anchor." 

"If you go off again with your figures of speech, Dinab^ 
there is an end of me, for I have one of those unhappy 
memories that retain the illustration and forget what it 
typified. Besides this, here is a man who, out of pure good 
nature and respect for poor George's memory, has been 
doing us most important services, written letters innumer- 
able, and taken the most active measures for our benefit. 
What sort of a figure shall I present if I bring him to 
book about his rental and the state of his bank account? " 

"With the exercise of a little tact, Barrington, — a little 
management — " 

"Ask a man with a club-foot t/y walk gingerly! I have 
no more notion of getting at a.iything by address than I 
have of tying the femoral artery." 

VOL. II. — 4 
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"The more blunt the better, Peter Barrington. You may 
tumble into the truth, though you'd never pick your way 
into it Meanwhile, leave me to deal with Major M^Cor- 
mick." 

"You'll do it courteously, Dinah; you'll bear in mind 
that he is a neighbor of some twenty years' standing? " said 
Barrington, in a voice of anxiety. 

"I '11 do it in a manner that shall satisfy my conscience 
and his presumption." 

She seated herself at the table as she said this, and dashed 
off a few hasty lines. Indeed, so hurried was the action, 
that it looked far more like one of those instances of corre- 
spondence we see on the stage than an event of real life. 

"Will that do? " said she, showing the lines to Withering. 

The old lawyer read them over to himself, a faint twitch- 
ing of the mouth being the only sign his face presented of 
any emotion. "I should say admirably, — nothing better." 

"May I see it, Dinah?" asked Peter. 

"You shall hear it, brother," said she, taking the paper 
and reading, — 

" * Miss Barrington informs Mr. Kinshela that if he does not at 
once retract his epistle of this morning's date, she will place it in 
the hands of her legal adviser, and proceed against it as a threaten- 
ing letter.' " 

"Oh, sister, you will not send this?" 

"As sure as my name is Dinah Barrington.** 



CHAPTER VI- 

AM EXPRESS. 

In the times before telegraphs, — and it is of such I am 
writing, — a hurried express was a far more stiiTing event 
than in these our days of incessant oracles. While, there- 
fore, Barrington and his sister and Withering sat in deep 
consultation on Josephine's fate and future, a hasty sum- 
mons arrived from Dublin, requiring the instantaneous 
departure of Stapylton, whose regiment was urgently 
needed in the noith of England, at that time agitated by 
those disturbances called the Bread Riots. They were 
very formidable troubles, and when we look back upon 
them now, with the light which the great events of later 
years on the Continent afford us, seem more terrible still. 
It was the fashion, however, then, to treat them lightly, and 
talk of them contemptuously; and as Stapylton was eating 
a hasty luncheon before departure, he sneered at the rabble, 
and scoffed at the insolent pretension of their demands. 
Neither Barrington nor Withering sympathized with the 
spirit of the revolt, and yet each felt shocked at the tone 
of haughty contempt Stapylton assumed towards the people. 
''You'll see," cried he, rising, "how a couple of brisk 
charges from our fellows will do more to bring these rascals 
to reason than all the fine pledges of your Parliament folk; 
and I promise you, for my own part, if I chance upon one 
of their leaders, I mean to lay my mark on him." 

"I fear, sir, it is your instinctive dislike to the plebeian 
that moves you here," said Miss Dinah. ''You will not 
entertain the question whether these people may not have 
some wrongs to complain of." 

^^Perhaps so, madam," said he; and his swarthy face 
grew darker as he spoke. ^^I suppose this is the case where 
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^^ Yoa are to do nothing of the kind, sir; but tell him from 
me not to forget that the angry passions of a starving mul- 
titude are not to be confounded with the vindictive hate of 
our natural enemies." 

^^ Natural enemies, my dear Miss Barrington ! I hope you 
cannot mean that there exists anything so monstrous in 
humanity as a natural enemy? " 

^^I do, sir; and I mean all those whose jealousy of us 
ripens into hatred, and who would spill their heart's blood 
to see us humbled. When there exists a people like this, 
and who at every fresh outbreak of a war with us have car- 
ried into the new contest all the bitter animosities of long 
past struggles as debts to be liquidated, I call these natural 
enemies ; and, if you prefer a shorter word for it, I call them 
Frenchmen." 

"Dinah, Dinah!" 

"Peter, Peter! don't interrupt me. Major Stapylton 
has thought to tax me with a blunder, but I accept it as a 
boast!" 

"Madam, I am proud to be vanquished by you," said 
Stapylton, bowing low. 

"And I trust, sir," said she, continuing her speech, and 
as if heedless of his interruption, "that no similarity of 
name will make you behave at Peterloo — if that be the 
name — as though you were at Waterloo." 

"Upon my life!" cried he, with a saucy laugh, "I don't 
know how I am to win your good opinion, except it be by 
tearing off my epaulettes, and putting myself at the bead 
of the mob." 

"You know very little of my sister. Major Stapylton," 
said BaiTington, "or you would scarcely have selected that 
mode of cultivating her favor." 

"There is a popular belief that ladies always side with 
the winning cause," said Stapylton, affecting a light and easy 
manner; "so I must do my best to be successful. May I 
hope I carry your good wishes away with me ? " said he, in 
a lower tone to Josephine. 

"I hope that nobody will hurt you, and you hurt nobody," 
said she, laughingly. 

"And this, I take it, is about as much sympathy as ever 



54 HAItUIMiTnN. 

attiMiils a rimii on hiirh n rainjiai'^n. Mr. narriii::ti>t:. «i ! 
VfMi L'rniit iiM* (uo iiiiiiiiti'ri of coiiwrhatiitii iii \**iir tmn 
pNMur** Aim I, Hi III a Iniw of a('•Iuii*^Cl*ll^(^ ltariiii^|i>ii lol 
thr way to hit* rttiiilv. 

**l oii^lit lit have aiiliri|iati'i| your rn|ii«'Ht. MajiT Sta|\l- 
tori," haiil l(arnii;:(iiii. ulirii tlirv foiiiul (lifiiiM l\«-« blom-. 
**1 OH I' Villi a irplv til Yoiir 1ft trr, )iiit tlir hiinjili* fart i«. I 
t\n riot kiH'W wliat aiiHUvr to^ivcit; fiirnliilr iii<>**( Mii*]l-.i* 
of llu* hiiimr vmi ililiMul ll^, I fci-l htili tlirir i^i MiiH'li !•• )< 
rxiilaiiiril I'll li-itli ^i<ll•r«. W'v kiit>w hcarrtlv nii\thiiiu' of tatb 
ollirr. aii<l llKMii^li I am riiiiM'itiiiH nf tlu' L:rii«-iii->iiv wli'.ib 
|i!Miii|itr« a liiaii H itii tf'itr \tu*>\H'v{'i ami in v «'' |*<'-iti<*ii tn 

allV llMll^rlr Hllll iN'IrtijIlH ill ri|//\^, Vct 1 oH«' It ti* Ill\f»ilf t<l 

• • • • 

hav. it liai>L'-« iiiHiii a f*i»iiliii'^<<iif*V In rr-«ti>ri' iii tn w«alt]i aipt 

hlatiiiii. I'Arii a |Miitiiiiiiif uliat I riaini fMUii IIji* l-!a«t lixiia 

( •iiii|iaiiy Hiiiill make my ^iaiHlilau>:liti'r t»ii<' nf ihr rnhinl 

liri I <•;«••«••* in |-jii:l:inil." 

St a} iy III III *i:\\v a colil, n vrry roll I hiiiilr, in n-ply t'l this 
f*|i«T<'li. It iiiiu'lil iMi-aii lliat Im* uah iiirrcvhilnii!* ••! iihliffrr- 
ml, or it mJL'lit iniply that tlir ih-^iu* wan oiii' viliirii iirol not 
liavr Imtii iiitiiMliiri-«l inin tin* vimv at all. Whalrvrr lU 
hi-^iiitlr itiiin. r»arrii);:tiiii frit liiirt \*y it, ami liaiitiiy i»aiil, — 

"N«it i{i:it 1 liavi- any iM-ril ti» troiiMo you «itli lkr»r tle> 
taiU: II iH rat)i«r my |ii«i\iiirr to aok for iiiformation 
i«-,j:iiiliti-j »/■ tir (*irriim^ta!ir«-.H than to ciitiT U|niii a iIim-im- 
. •• /■« 

*'l :rn iiiiit«' nriilv V* *j\\v V'^ii tlir VtTV fiilU'M and rleftf^ 
lot. I III! Mil til \i>iir<«< If |iii;>iitinlly, or to ynur iii»lrr; fiif, 
i\ii].t u til II- till l:in\f r iiitirvriir!« of tn*ct'»ni\\ minX de df^it^ 
1 oMh :)i:i! I li^ihi hi-* |iri'*»riir«* aH an iimull. I anppow 
f . u of ■:- nil- ill \<>i>l I'f ctiiaiii family riminiHlancrs whkk 

it »..m:I It Ti :ijMi:if.Ii- !•• ili-al with in cfinfiilrnee; mad 

ii><ii.'!i. |-«i!i:ii-^. I a;ii a- f>iitiiiiati* an moftt men !■ Ikit 
ii->|-«t!, thin :iii I'll" I'l' tMi> ftmnll mattrfi OD which I 
H-x.! 1 :i->k X'lii :tT!i ii1i>>ii. Thi'Hi*, hoWfVrr. m mI 
iiii|->r!:irii ii<>i |ii'<-iii::. My t:i!«t rnrt* la to kpOW«*^ 
I ':.«>2>i- I :t!ii I'-' I'l fi -i.]ii"i V in a**kiii«j it, ^ have I 
-• ii! \'» tif |r>';> "•'.'toll f*«iiitainri| in my fe< 
ll'irf\ !■• :i-l iri -- M i-- Hair iii^Tton? '* 

r..i::.i. .:••!. l!ii-o!ii«l ihii'ly ami ti«lj*t*UHl ; tm 




AN EXPRESS. 55 

down again, — all his excitement only aggravated by the 
well-bred composore of the other, who seemed utterly un- 
conscious of the uneasiness he was causing. 

^^ Don't yoa think, Major, that this is a case for a little 
time to reflect, — that in a matter so momentous as this, a 
few days at least are requisite for consideration? We ought 
to ascertain something at least of my granddaughter's own 
sentiments, — I mean, of course, in a general way. It 
might be, too, that a day or two might give us some better 
insight into her future prospects." 

"Pardon my interrupting you; but, on the last point, I 
am perfectly indififerent. Miss Barrington with half a prov- 
ince for her dower, would be no more in my eyes than Miss 
Barrington as she sat at breakfast this morning. Nor is 
there anything of high-flown sentiment in this declaration, 
as my means are sufficiently ample for all that I want or 



care." 



"There, at least, is one difficulty disposed of. You are 
an eldest son ? " said he ; and he blushed at his own boldness 
in making the inquiry. 

" I am an only son." 

*' Easier again," said Barrington, trying to laugh off the 
awkward moment. " No cutting down one's old timber to 
pay off the provisions for younger brothers." 

" In my case there is no need of this." 

" And your father. Is he still living, Major Stapylton? " 

*' My father has been dead some years." 

Barrington fidgeted again, fumbled with his watch-chain 
and his eye-glass, and would have given more than he could 
afford for any casualty that should cut short the interview. 
He wanted to say, "What is the amount of your fortune? 
What is it? Where is it? Are you Wiltshire or Stafford- 
shire? Who are your uncles and aunts, and your good 
friends that you pray for, and where do you pray for 
them?" A thousand questions of this sort arose in his 
mind, one only more prying and impertinent than another. 
He knew he ought to ask them ; he knew Dinah would have 
asked them. Ay, and would have the answers to them as 
plain and palpable as the replies to a life assurance circular ; 
but he could n't do it. No ; not if his life depended on it. 
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He had almdj gone fmtiier in his tmiflgression of good 
nuLnners thsLn it ever oeemred to him before to do, and he 
felt somethii^ between a holy inqoisitor and a spy of the 
police. 

Stapyhon looked at his watdL, and gave a sl^t start. 

** Lj^ than yon UMN^t, eh?** cried Feter, overjoyed at 
the diveraon. 

Stapylton smiled a cold assent, and pat op his watch with- 
OQt a woid. He saw all the oonfnuon and embairassmeDt 
of the other^ and made no effort to relieve him. At last, 
but not QDUl after a ooosiderable panse, he said, — 

** I believe, >[r. Barring;ton, — I hope, at least, — I have 
satisfactorily answered the qnestiotts whidi, with every right 
OD yoar part» yon have deemed proper to pat to me. I can- 
not but feel how painful the task has been to yoo, and I 
regret it the more« since probably it has set a limit to inqui- 
ries which you are perfectly justified in making, but wiuch 
closer relations between ns may make a matter far less for- 
midable one of thesse days.*^ 

^^Yes, yes^ — just so; of ooarse,** said Barringtoo, hur- 
riedly assenting to he knew not what. 

**' And I trust I take mv leave of voo with the understand- 
ing that when we meet again* it shall be as in the commence- 
ment of these pleasanter relations. I own to you I am the 
more eager on this point, that I perceive your sbter. Miss 
Barrin<rton. scairelv reiraids me verv favorablv, and I stand 
the more in noeil of vour alliance." 

*• I don't think it possible* Major Stapylton,** said Bar- 
rinsrton^ boldly. **that my sister and I could have two 
opinions U|x>n anything or anybody.** 

^^ Then I only ask that she may partake of yours on this 
occasion." said Stapylton. bowing. *^* But I must start ; as 
it is. I shall l>e very late in Dublin. Will you present my 
mi>st respectful adieus to the ladies, and say also a good- 
bvo for me to Mr. Withering?" 

^'You*ll come in for a moment to the drawing-room, 
won't vou?** cried Barrinsrton. 

^' I think not. I opine it would be better not There 
would be a certain awkwaniness about it, — that is, until 
you have informed Miss Dinah Barrington of the extent to 
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CHAPTER Vn. 

CBOSS-EXAMININGS. 

While Barrington and his lawyer sat in coDclave over the 
details of the great suit, Stapjlton hurried aloug his road 
with all the speed he could summon. The way, which for 
some miles led along the river-side, brought into view 
M^Cormick's cottage, and the Major himself, as he stood 
listlessly at his door. 

Halting his carriage for a moment, Stapylton jumped out 
and drew nigh the little quickset hedge which flanked the 
road. 

"What can I do for you in the neighborhood of Manches- 
ter, Major? We are just ordered off there to ride down the 
Radicals." 

"I wish it was nearer home you were going to do it," said 
he, crankily. "Look here," — and he pointed to some fresh- 
turned earth, — "they were stealing my turnips last night." 

"It would appear that these fellows in the North are 
growing dangerous," said Stapylton. 

"'Tis little matter to us," said M'Cormick, sulkily. 
"I'd care more about a blight in the potatoes than for all 
the politics in Europe." 

"A genuine philosopher! How snug you are here, to be 
sure! A man in a pleasant nook like this can well afford to 
smile at the busy ambitions of the outer world. I take it 
you are about the very happiest fellow I know? " 

"Maybe I am, maybe I'm not," said he, peevishly. 

"This spot only wants what I hinted to you t' other even- 
ing, to be perfection." 

"Ay ! " said the other, dryly. 

"And you agree with me heartily, if you had the candor 
to say it. Come, out with it, man, at once. I saw your 
gardener this morning with a great basketful of greenery. 
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and a large booquet on the top of it, — m not these sig- 
nificant signs of a projected campaigii? Too are wrong, 
Major, opoQ mj life yoa are wrong, not to be frank with me. 
I could, bj a strange hazard, as the newspapers say, ^ tell 
yon something to yoor adTantage.' ** 

"About what?" 

^^ About the very matter yoa were thinkii^ of as I drove 
up. Come, I will be more generous than you deserve.** 
And, laying his arm on M''C<Mrmiek*s should^ he half whis- 
pered in .his ear; ^^It is a good thing, — a deuced good 
thing! and I promise you, if I w»e a marrying man, you 'd 
have a competitor. I won^t say she 'U have one of the great 
fortunes people rave about^ but it will' be considerable, — 
very considerable.** 

**How do you know, or what do you know? ** 

^^I '11 tell you in three words. How I know is, because I 
have been the channel for certain inquiries they made in 
India. What I know is, the Directors are sick of the case, 
they are sorely ashamed of it, and not a little uneasy lest it 
should come before the public, perhaps before the Parlia- 
ment Old Barrington has made all negotiation difBcult 
by the extravagant pretensions he puts forward about 
his son's honor, and so forth. If, however, the girl were 
married, her husband would be the person to treat with, and 
I am assured with him they would deal handsomely, even 
generously.'* 

"And why would n't all this make a marrying man of you, 
though you weren't before? ** 

"There 's a slight canonical objection, if you must know,** 
said Stapylton, with a smile. 

"Oh, I perceive, — a wife already! In India, perhaps?" 

"I have no time just now for a long story, M'Cormick," 
said he, familiarly, "nor am I quite certain I*d tell it if I 
had. However, you know enough for all practical purposes, 
and I repeat to you this is a stake I can't enter for, — you 
understand me? " 

"There 's another thing, now," said M^Cormick; "and as 
we are talking so freely together, there 's no harm in men- 
tioning it. It 's only the other day, as I may call it, that 
we met for the first time? " 
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"Very trae: when I was down here at Cobham." 

"And never heard of each other before? " 

"Not to my knowledge, certainly." 

**That being the case, I *m coiious to hear how you took 
this wonderful interest in me. It wasn't anything in my 
appearance, I 'm sure, nor my manner; and as to what you 'd 
hear about me among those blackguards down here, there *s 
nothing too bad to say of me." 

"I'll be as frank as yourself," said Stapylton, boldly; 
"you ask for candor, and you shall have it. I had n't talked 
ten minutes with you till I saw that you were a thorough 
man of the world; the true old soldier, who had seen enough 
of life to know that whatever one gets for nothing in this 
world is just worth nothing, and so I said to myself, ^ If it 
ever occurs to me to chance upon a good opportunity of 
which I cannot from circumstances avail myself, there 's my 
man. I'll go to him and say, "M'Cormick, that's open to 
you, there 's a safe thing! " And when in return he 'd say, 
"Stapylton, what can I do for you?" my answer would be, 
"Wait till you are satisfied that I have done you a good 
turn; be perfectly assured that I have really served you." 
And then, if I wanted a loan of a thousand or fifteen hun- 
dred to lodge for the Lieutenant-Colonelcy, I 'd not be 
ashamed to say, "M'Cormick, let me have so much." ' " 

"That's i7, is it?" said M'Cormick, with a leer of in- 
tense cunning. "Not a bad bargain for you^ anyhow. It 
is not every day that a man can sell what is n't his own." 

"I might say, it's not every day that a man regards a 
possible loan as a gift, but I 'm quite ready to reassure all 
your fears on that score; I'll even pledge myself never to 
borrow a shilling from you." 

"Oh, I don't mean that; you took me up so quick," said 
the old fellow, reddening with a sense of shame he bad not 
felt for many a year. "I may be as stingy as they call me, 
but for all that I 'd stand to a man who stands to mc." 

"Between gentlemen and men of the world these things 
are better left to a sense of an honorable understanding 
than made matters of compact. There is no need of another 
word on the matter. I shall be curious, however, to know 
how your project speeds. Write to me, — you have plenty 
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of tiini*, — mid write ofu*n. I *iii not iinliki'ljr to 
iMiim-tliirii; aUiui thu ImliiiU claim, aiul if 1 ihu you 
hear <»f it.** 

*M *iii not ov4*r ^<mm| at |M*ti and ink Wf>rk; intl 
havon't niiirh |»rac*tii'is hut 1 *11 tlo my U*Ht.** 

**!>«), hy all mcniiH. Tvll mv lit>w yoii p*t on with A^ 
Dinah, wlm, I HiiH]K*i*t, lian no ittnmi; u(Trrtii»ii f«»r rithi^j 
UM. lluii't )h' |iiii'ipitatr; liazanl nothing by a rmab M 
Ki-<'ure your way l>y iiitiiiiary, intTi* intimary: ayoid MM 
ular attcMitiniiri Htrictly; Ih* alwuyn tlu-n*, and on anne p 
tt*xt i»r otiirr — Hut why do 1 Hay all tliii« to an old Kildll 
wIh> h:iH iiiaik* Hiirh Hiriirrt iMtiri'H of tinu'r*? " 

**\VrlK I think I HC'i* my way rlrar riiiiu;:li," Haid thti 
fi-How, with a ^iiii. **1 winh I wan an Mirr I knt-w «bj y 
take niK'h an intt*r«'!«t in nic.** 

**I (K-lu-vf I haw tiild you aln'a<ly ; I hniH* there b Ml 
in^ rtn ntranizt* in tho a**^uraiiiv aH tu ri*«|iiin* corroborate 
Cunii', 1 niurtt Hay cmiddiyv; 1 niraiit to havt* aabi f 
wort I H t«> yuu, ami 1 hayc btayi*il Uvtv tivc-aiid-IVM 
minuii-!«." 

** WiiuM n't yoii tak«* Homcthin^? — c«>uM n't I o&wr jn 
anytliin-^?'* naid M*('<irmirk, lH*nitatin]:ly. 

"NoMiiML'. thnnkn. I hiiichiil lN*f«in* 1 Htar1r<l; mad I 
thniijli iiM |)iii:ih math* m'VituI aHnanltH u|n»ii mc wbik 
atr. I Tiintini:i*«l to HtHMin* twn niili-tH ami |>nrt of a |{iimm 
pii\ niid :i rnri' •^l:l•«^ nf Mndi*tra to wai'h thrm dtiwii."* 

**Tii:it ••)•! Woman i(« iln^adfiil. ainl 1*11 tnkv her dowi 
iH't! \i-l, at min* fk'* my nam*' i«i !>aii.'* 

**Nii. ilin't. Major; ilon't do nnythiiitr of tin* kimL T 
|H'ii|i!i- Hh^i tamo ti'^iTH an* Niin* to ^rt fkrHitrht^l at laflt^tt 
iiiiUnIv lliankn tlirm T^r th«ir pain**. Ut-janI her M I 
h:iil>ir^ ill I a tir«-Hhii>; ::ivi* hrr a %ii<1r lH*rth, bihI BlMf AW 
fnnii lii-i." 

*'Ay. tut •»!»• Homotitnt'H ^riwH chane." 

**N!iiK«' V'Hir tiai;, thi-n, if it mu»t lie; for« 

« 

you "ji i»«it riini|UiT A»t." 

**\V.']1 !..-.•. «v*ll .'* mnttrnNi tlic old fellow, 

«»\«-<l liit adirux, ami th«*n turncti liack IdIo 
ajain. 

A* MapyltuD lay back Id bis carriage, be coold 
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mattering a malediction on the "dear friend " he had just 
parted with. When the bourgeois gentilhomine objected to 
his adversary pushing him en tierce while he attacked 
him en quarte^ he was expressing a great social want, 
applicable to those people who in conversation will persist 
in saying many things which ought not to be uttered, and 
expressing doubts and distrasts which, however it be rea- 
sonable to feel, are an outrage to avow. 

"The old fox," said Stapylton, aloud, "taunted me with 
selling what did not belong to me; but he never suspects 
that I have bought something without paying for it, and 
that something himself! Yes, the mock siege he will lay to 
the fortress will occupy the garrison till it suits me to open 
the real attack, and I will make use of him, besides, to learn 
whatever goes on in my absence. How the old fellow swal- 
lowed the bait! What self-esteem there must be in such a 
rugged nature, to make him imagine he could be successful 
in a cause like this! He is, after all, a clumsy agent to 
trust one's interest to. If the choice had been given me, 
I *d far rather have had a woman to watch over them. Polly 
Dill, for instance, the very girl to understand such a mis- 
sion well. How adroitly would she have played the game, 
and how clearly would her letters have shown me the exact 
state of events ! " 

Such were the texts of his musings as he drove along, and 
deep as were his thoughts, they never withdrew him, when 
the emergency called, from attention to every detail of the 
Journey, and he scrutinized the post-horses as they were 
led out, and apportioned the rewards to the postilions as 
though no heavier care lay on his heart than the road and 
its belongings. While he rolled thus smoothly along, Peter 
Barrington had been summoned to his sister's presence, to 
narrate in full all that he had asked, and all that he had 
learned of Stapylton and his fortunes. 

Miss Dinah was seated in a deep armchair, behind a 
formidable embroidery-frame, — a thing so complex and 
mysterious in form as to suggest an implement of torture. 
At a short distance off sat Withering, with pen, ink, and 
paper before him, as if to set down any details of unusual 
importance; and into this imposing presence poor Bar- 
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ringtoQ entered with a woful sense of misgiving and 
humiliation. 

''We have got a quiet moment at last, Peter," said Miss 
Barrington. ''I have sent the girls over to Brown's Bam 
for the tulip-roots, and I have told Darby that if any visi- 
tors came they were to be informed we were particularly 
occupied by business, and could see no one." 

''Just so,'* added Withering; "it is a case before the 
Judge in Chamber." 

"But what have we got to hear?" asked Barrington, with 
an air of innocence. 

"We have got to hear your report, brother Peter; the 
narrative of your late conversation with Major Stapylton ; 
given, as nearly as your memory will serve, in the exact 
words and in the precise order everything occurred." 

"October the twenty- third," said Withering, writing as 
he spoke; "minute of interview between P. B. and Major 
S. Taken on the same morning it occurred, with remarks 
and observations explanatory." 

"Begin," said Dinah, imperiously, while she worked 
away without lifting her head. "And avoid, so far as 
possible, anything beyond the precise expression employed." 

"But you don't suppose I took notes in shorthand of what 
we said to each other, do you ? " 

"I certainly suppose you can have retained in your mem- 
ory a conversation that took place two hours ago," said 
Miss Dinah, sternly. 

"And can relate it circumstantially and clearly," added 
Withering. 

"Then I 'm very sorry to disappoint you, but I can do 
nothing of the kind." 

"Do you mean to say that you had no interview with 
Major Stapylton, Peter?" 

"Or that you have forgotten all about it?" said With- 
ering. 

"Or is it that you have taken a pledge of secrecy, brother 
Peter?" 

"No, no, no! It is simply this, that though I retain a 
pretty fair general impression of what I said myself, and 
what he said afterwards, I could no more pretend to recount 
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it accurately than I could say off by heart a scene in *' Romeo 
and Juliet'" 

"Why don't you take the ' Comedy of Errors ' for your 
illustration, Peter Barrington? I ask you, Mr. Withering, 
have you in all your experience met anything like this? *' 

"It would go hard with a man in the witness-box to make 
such a declaration, I must say." 

"What would a jury think of, what would a judge say to 
him?" said she, using the most formidable of all penalties 
to her brother's imagination. "Would n't the court tell 
him that he would be compelled to speak out ? '* 

"They *d have it out on the cross-examination, at all 
events, if not on the direct." 

"In the name of confusion, what do you want with me? " 
exclaimed Peter, in despair. 

"We want everything, — everything that you heard about 
this man. Who he is, what he is; what by the father's 
side, what by the mother's; what are his means, and where; 
who knows him, who are his associates. Bear in mind that 
to us, here, he has dropped out of the clouds." 

"And gone back there too," added Witliering. 

"I wish to Heaven he had taken me with him! " sighed 
Peter, drearily. 

"I think in this case, Miss Barrington," said Withering, 
with a well-affected gravity, "we had better withdraw a 
juror, and accept a nonsuit." 

"I have done with it altogether," said she, gathering up 
her worsted and her needles, and preparing to leave the 
room. 

"My dear Dinah," said Barrington, entreatingly, "ima- 
gine a man as wanting in tact as I am, — and as timid, too, 
about giving casual offence, — conducting such an inquiry 
as you committed to my hands. Fancy how, at every 
attempt to obtain information, his own boldness, I might 
call it rudeness, stared him in the face, till at last, rather 
than push his investigations, he grew puzzled how to apolo- 
gize for his prying curiosity." 

"Brother, brother, this is too bad! It had been better to 
have thought more of your granddaughter's fate and less of 
your own feelings." And with this she flounced out of the 

VOL. II. — 5 



Cti U.VKUlN'i.rnN. 

nxiii. u)Mrtlii)i: a*i>i'l(T-l:il-l<'. aii>l a canc uf >tutlr>l Linla 

tll»t nt—1 »II II. U- >l«- J>il— <-<l. 

"I iImii'i (l-iil't 1-iit fUv'^ riLilit. Toiii," i>ai<l IVUr, «bra 

*'l>i<l !■•■ not t<'Il \>>ii nil.. Ii.' wa:>. ami (ilial lii^ f-nuat} 
|li.l »..u r.-:illv l.-:ini'ii-.iliiii:; fr-!" h;iii"r" 

"Uf t..M 'till' i'\.rulijii^: uixl if I lia-l i>--t Uvu m 
i-iiit'llv )<a>l;:ii.-l. f •■'•«l'l ll^>^v r^i-Mi..! t\TV ».>nl ul it: 
liiil yxl ii>\ir :ii;i'i<' :i li'-iiii'l Irif 1-i ll.<' Mint ly ll-i:):ipg 
Iiliii, 'I'oiii. — i> n't l!i;it :i fu-L • ii r " Ai.<l c-'T.-'l.a l-v ■■ 

|]liii>lrati<-ii ll>:it - >- I •■• \-:tl !■• In- (':im'. U tt-L In* bal 

aii-Uti-'lU-iU-ii; iiii->iu- -iti-Uu. 




t.v: 

■.T 


i;iNi.r 






l!-.T IIM^I to 


u.- 


'•■ ^ '■■ 


r i-tt. 

.1 '11 : \ 


f. . 


■ .:...l Klr.1. 




..*: ..: 


.1.31 iia 


.K-: 


' MI.1 tLe >M 




,. J^i.- 


t ..f 1,1- 


ran 


<:\. at alittk 


:, u 


. I:;-:. 


\<.\M. 


1 


■a"«-ii anil 


'■'^ 


r .-f -.i 


-■ '■•'■'■'■ 


1 U 


It-. 1 ii-CTl«nl 


Ti 


'C\ 


l.■^,^.l 


l\ 


•1 lu bv aj 


ri:.. 




:>.t «* 


'"> 


lf*trM. aaJ 



J I.IV iiaiiH-. a'ltiiiltt'.l mr ftl oaw 



-Mr 



I fatbrf or Gcurgv, 1«« tlM fe» 



■WBjr frMi kiHft 1 



-: villi Mcfa imoImm Ibal I HMikl n't bHog b^ 
>- hb ihrMboM. Be Ud bmi ■«■; rrooi \ 
ur:iwl, ftnd tlw d»]r of Ui Mmn 1 
- : tMl Ui bin tij hU abler. vIk> « 
I • ' 1 u mjMlf fur (he mvptioo 1 taei «)ilt.* 
! » : At w>a tlMl RcepUuii, — bc>« <ru It 1 

;tw affiir or ■ nraaniL MI— >i-" 
V' . -aving, • Tbl* U llw »'>n *>r ) 
!.'iii U ■ CtMjrrrai' ktui Ibr < 
'.■■'■*>i ^> fmint, «n1 ftft«r * d>--'t ' 
:■ -• ■tmat kn iMiixir br tu-l i\r\rr im.iii 
- .iirrlT ooulil li»v»- L«>|n-I (••< 
• > 1.r that br ttaiafMwl li>i'> 
"1. wlirrr b*> Uja 




I 111 l>f> bu ft 



GENERAL CONYERS. 69 

• I have a forgiveness to beg of you ; and if you only know 
how I long to obtain it, you would scaice say me no. * " 

'*The worthy father of poor George! I think I bear him 
speak the very words himself. Go on, Fred, — go on, and 
tell me further." 

''There is no more to tell, sir, unless I speak of all the 
affectionate kindness he has shown, — the trustfulness and 
honor with which he has treated me. I have been in bis 
house like his own son." 

''Ah! if you had known that son! If you had seen what 
a type of a soldier he was! The most intrepid, the boldest 
fellow that ever breathed; but with a heart of childlike sim- 
plicity and gentleness. I could tell you traits of him, of 
bis forbearance, his forgiveness, his generous devotion to 
friendship, that would seem to bespeak a nature that bad 
no room for other than soft and tender emotion ; and yet, 
if ever there was a lion's heart within a man's bosom it 
was his." For a moment or two the old man seemed over- 
come by his recollections, and then, as if by an effort, rally- 
ing himself, he went on: "You have often heard the adage, 
Fred, that enjoins watching one's pennies and leaving the 
pounds to take care of themselves; and yet, trust me, the 
maxim is truer as applied to our morals than our money. 
It is by the smaller, finer, and least important traits of a 
man that his fate in life is fashioned. The caprices we take 
no pains to curb, the tempers we leave unchecked, the petty 
indulgences we extend to our vanity and self-love, — these 
are the great sands that wreck us far oftener than the more 
stem and formidable features of our character. I ought to 
know this truth; I myself lost the best and truest and the 
noblest friend that ever man had, just from the exercise of 
a spirit of bantering and ridicule which amused those about 
me, and gave me that pre-eminence which a sarcastic and 
witty spirit is sure to assert. You know already how 
George Harrington and I lived together like brothers. I do 
not believe two men ever existed more thoroughly and sin- 
cerely attached to each other. All the contrarieties of our 
dispositions served but to heighten the interest that linked 
OS tf^ether. As for myself, I was never wearied in explor- 
ing the strange recesses of that great nature that seemed to 
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unite all that could be daring and dashing in man with the 
tenderness of a woman. I believe I knew him far better 
than he knew himself. But to come to what I wanted to tell 
you, and which is an agony to me to dwell on. Though for 
a long while our close friendship was known in the regi- 
ment, and spoken of as a thing incapable of change, a sort 
of rumor — no, not even a rumor, but an impression — 
seemed to gain, that the ties between us were looser on my 
side than his; that George looked up to me, and that I, with 
the pride of a certain superiority, rather lorded it over Am. 
This feeling became painfully strengthened when it got about 
that Barrington had lent me the greater part of the 
purchase-money for my troop, — a promotion, by the way, 
which barred his own advancement, — and it was whispered, 
so at least I heard, that Barrington was a mere child in 
my hands, whom I rebuked or rewarded at pleasure. If I 
could have traced these rumors to any direct source, I could 
have known how to deal with them. As it was, they were 
vague, shadowy, and unreal; and their very unsubstantiality 
maddened me the more. To have told George of them 
would have been rasher still. The thought of a wrong done 
to me would have driven him beyond all reason, and he 
would infallibly have compromised himself beyond recall. 
It was the very first time in my life I had a secret from 
him, and it eat into my heart like a virulent disease. The 
consciousness that I was watched, the feeling that eyes were 
upon me marking all I did, and tongues were commenting 
on all I said, exasperated me, and at one moment I would 
parade my friendship for Barrington in a sort of spirit of 
defiance, and at another, as though to give the lie to my 
slanderers, treat him with indifference and carelessness, as 
it were, to show that I was not bound to him by the weight 
of a direct obligation, and that our relations involved 
nothing of dependence. It was when, by some cruel mis- 
chance, I had been pursuing this spirit to its extreme, that 
the conversation one night at mess turned upon sport and 
tiger-hunting. Many stories were told, of course, and we 
had the usual narratives of hairbreadth escapes and perils 
of the most appalling kind; till, at length, some one — I 
forget exactly who it was — narrated a single-handed 
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encoanter with a jaguar, which in horror exceeded anything 
we had heard before. The details were alone not so terrible, 
but the circumstances so marvellous, that one and all who 
listened cried out, ^ Who did it? ' 

" * The man who told me the tale,' replied the narrator, 
^ and who will probably be back to relate it here to you in a 
few days, — Colonel Harrington.' 

^^I have told you the devilish spirit which had me in pos- 
session. I have already said that I was in one of those 
moods of insolent mockery in which nothing was sacred to 
me. No sooner, then, did I hear Barrington's name than I 
burst into a hearty laugh, and said, *' Oh ! if it was one of 
George Barrington's tigera, you ought to have mentioned 
that fact at the outset. You have been exciting our feel- 
ings unfairly.' 

^^ ^ I assume that his statement was true,' said the other, 
gravely. 

^^ ^ Doubtless; just as battle-pieces are true, that is, pic- 
torially true. The tiger did nothing that a tiger ought not 
to do, nor did George transgress any of those *' unities*' 
which such combats require. At the same time. Barring- 
ton's stories have always a something about them that 
stamps the authorship, and you recognize this trait just as 
you do a white horse in a picture by Wouvermans. ' 

•"In this strain I went on, heated by my own warmed 
imagination, and the approving laughter of those around 
me. I recounted more than one feat of Barrington's, — 
things which I knew he had done, some of them almost 
incredible in boldness. These I told with many a humorous 
addition and many an absurd commentary, convulsing 
the listeners with laughter, and rendering my friend 
ridiculous. 

"He came back from the hills within the week, and before 
he was two hours in his quarters he had heard the whole 
story. We were at luncheon in the mess-room when he 
entered, flushed and excited, but far more moved by emo- 
tion than resentment 

" * Ormsby,' said he, * you may laugh at me to your heart's 
content and I'll never grumble at it; but there are some 
young officers here who, not knowing the ties that attach us. 
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**And yet the end will not show, father; his fame has not 
been vindicated, nor his character cleared." 

^^In some measare the fault of those who took up his 
cause. They seemed leas to insist on reparation than 
punishment. They did not say, *• Do justice to this man's 
memory ; ' but, ' Come forward and own you wronged him, 
and broke his heart.' Now, the accusation brought against 
George Barrington of assuming sovereign power was not 
settled by his death ; his relatives forgot this, or merged it 
in their own charge against the Company. They misman- 
aged everything." 

*' Is it too late to put them on the right track, father; or 
could you do it?" asked the youth, eagerly. 

*' It is not too late, boy ! There is time for it yet. There 
is, however, one condition necessary, and I do not see how 
that is to be secured." 

"And what is that?" 

*' I should see Mr. Barrington and confer with him alone ; 
he must admit me to his confidence, and I own to you, I 
scarcely deem that possible." 

" May I try — may I attempt this? " 

"I do not like to refuse you, Fred : but if I say Yes, it 
will be to include you in my own defeated hopes. F'or many 
a year Mr. Barrington has refused to give one sign of his 
foi^veness ; for in his treatment of you I only recognize the 
honorable feeling of exempting the son from the penalty 
due to the father. But perhaps defeat is better than self- 
reproach, and as I have a strong conviction I could serve 
him, I am ready to risk a failure." 

*'I may make the attempt, then?" said Fred, eagerly. 
*' I will write to Miss Barrington to-day." 

" And now of yourself. What of your career? How do 
yon like soldiering, boy ? " 

" Less than ever, sir ; it is only within the last week or 
two that we have seen anything beyond barrack or parade 
duty. Now, however, we have been called to repress what 
are called risings in the northern shires; and our task has 
been to ride at large unarmed mobs and charge down 
masses, whose grape-shot are brickbats. Not a very glori- 
ous campaign ! " 



76 BARKXNGTON. 

Tlic old mao tmiled, bat Mid nothing for n nomcnt 

** Your colonel ii on lemve« ii be not? " asked be. 

** Yea. We are couimandeit by Ibat Uajor Stapylton I 
told you of." 

** A amart ofllceri but no friend of yourt, Fred," aaU the 
OeneraU aroillng. 

** No« air ; cerUinly no friend of mine,** aai«l tbe yoonit 
nan, resolutely. ** To refuaa me a week'a leave to go an«l 
meet my fatber, wbom I bare not aeen for yeara, and, wbrn 
preaaed, to accord me four da}*a, ia U> disgust me tiitb bim* 
self and tbe service together. '* 

** Well, as you cannot lie my guest, Fred, I will be yours. 
I II go Imck witb you to heailquartera. Stapylton is a name 
I usetl to be familiar with long ago. It may turn out that I 
know his family; Init let us talk of Harrington. I have 
been thinking it would be better not to link any questkfn uf 
bis own interests with my desire to meet him, iHit simply tu 
say I 'm in England, and wish U> know if be would receive 



«* It shall be as you wish, sir. I will write to his sister tiy 
this post.'* 

** Ami after one day in town, Fred, I am ready to accom- 
pany yon anywhere.** 



CHAPTER IX. 

MAJOR Mccormick's letter. 

As it was DOt often that Major M^Cormick performed the 
part of a letter-writer, perhaps my reader will pardon me 
if I place him before him on one of these rare occasions. 
If success would always respond to labor, his would have 
been a real triumph ; for the effoil cost him many days, two 
sleepless nights, a headache, and half a quire of paper. 

Had not Stapylton retained him by an admirably selected 
hamper of good things from a celebrated Italian warehouse 
in the Strand, I am afraid that M^Cormick's zeal might have 
cooled down to the zero of forgetfulness ; but the reindeer 
hams and the Yarmouth bloaters, the potted shrimps and the 
preserved guavas, were an appeal that addressed themselves 
to that organ which with him paid the double debt of diges- 
tion and emotion. He felt that such a correspondent was 
worth a sacrifice, and he made it That my reader may 
appreciate the cost of the achievement, I would have him 
imagine how a mason about to build a wall should be 
obliged to examine each stone before he laid it, test its 
constituent qualities, its shape and its size, — for it was thus 
that almost every word occasioned the Major a reference to 
the dictionary, spelling not having been cultivated in his 
youth, nor much practised in his riper years. Graces of 
style, however, troubled him little; and, to recur to my 
figure of the stone-mason, if he was embarrassed in his search 
for the materials, he cared wonderfully little for the archi- 
tecture. His letter ran thus, and the reader will perceive 
that it must have been written some weeks after the events 
recorded in the last chapter : — 

•* Mac's Nest, October, Thursday. 
"Dear S., — A touch of my old Walchcron complaint Ims lai'l 
me up since Tuesday, and if the shakes make mc ille<;ihle now, 
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; cold 




^j t and the turf so 
disate in 



tokndylMt ^flughitww Barked * Carriage 
paid, this ade m^* tfef apace m and broke two boctiea^ aad diar^ed 
and i ijuipeiic e-baKpenny for the br ini^iag iL, which ia» I thin^^ 
at kasty Tim Harket goc over a thraahzag-machiiie from 
last spring £ar twelve and faarr and there ^i no coatparisoQ 
between the two> Thanks to jon^ however, all the saoK ; but if roa 
can get an j ci this charge rcdaced, so aoch the better, not to ^Msak 
of the botde% — both acicd piddes — whidi thej oo^ to make 
good. 

** I am glad to see job are t n n riiing op the 1^^^*^^^ in the North ; 
powder amd bail will €k> more to briag them to reason than spooling 
in FtfiiamenL. The papers saj there was nine kiOed and twent j- 
three wounded; and oae feOow, the ^Stockport Bee,' aja, that ' if 
the Botcher that led the dragoons b nt tnraed oot of the serrice with 
disgrace no gentleman will degrade himsdf l^ entering the armj.' 
Is n't the Botcher jronrself ? Miss Barrington, always jonr friend, 
sajs it b; and that if the accoont of another paper, called the 
*i£gisy' be tme, joaH bave to go to a coartHsiartiaL I stood 
stontl J to jOQ throogh it alL and declared that when the niggers was 
op at Jamaica, we Imd n't time to take the names of the prisoners, 
and we alwajs cot one of their cars oil to know them again. Old 
Peter laogfaed till the tears ran down hb face, but Dinah said, ' If 
I dki not snppoee, sir, that joa were inrenting a Tcry graceless joke, 
I 'd innst on joor karing tbb room amd thb hoose on the instant.' 
It was ten o'clock at night, and raining hard ; so too maj guess I 
gare in. Bad as she is, the tooi^ one b her eqnal, and I gave np 
all thoogbts of what too call * proeccn t ing mj soit ' in that qnarter. 
She isn't eren commooly cifil to me, and when I ask her for, 
maybe, the mustard at dinner, she turns awaj her head, and ays, 
*■ Darby, gire Major M^Cormick the salt.' That *s French politeness, 
perhaps ; bat I II pay them all off yet, for they can't get sixpence 
on the mortgage, and I 'm only drinking oot that bin of old Madeira 
before I tell tbem that I won't advance the money. Why should I ? 
The women treat me worse than a dog, and old B. b neither more 
nor less than a fooL Dill, the doctor, however he got it, ays it 's 
all up aboot the soit with the India Company ; that there 's no proof 
of the Colonel's marria^ at alL that the charges against him were 
never cleared up, and that nothing can come oat of it bat more dis- 
grace and more exposure. 

** I wbh you 'd send me the c o rrect account of what took place 
between you and one of your subalterns, for old Dinah keeps harp- 
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ing on it in a sort of mysterious and mischievous way of her own, 
that provokes me. Was it that he refused to obey orders, or that 
youj as she says, used such language towards him that he wrote to 
report you ? Give it to me in black and white, and maybe I won't 
try her temper with it. At all events, make out some sort of a case, 
for the old woman is now intolerable. She said yesterday, ' Major 
Stapylton, to whom I write by this post, will see that his visit here 
must be preceded by an explanation.' There 's her words for you, 
and I hope you like them 1 

** I think yon are right to be in no hurry about purchasing, for 
many say the whole system will be changed soon, and the money 
would be clean thrown away. Besides this, I have been looking 
over my bank-book, and I find I could n*t help you just now. Two 
bad harvests, and the smut in the wheat last year, are running me 
mighty close. I won't finish this till to-morrow, for I *m going to 
dine at 'The Home' to-day. It is the granddaughter's birthday, 
and there was a regular shindy about who was going to be asked. 
Old Peter was for a grand celebration, and inviting the Admiral, 
and the Gores, and God knows who besides ; and Dinah was for 
what she called a family party, consisting, I suppose, of herself and 
Darby. I '11 be able, before I close this, to tell you how it was 
ended ; for I only know now that Dill and his daughter are to be 
there. 

** Wednesday. — I sit down with a murdering headache to finish 
this letter. Maybe it was the pickled lobster, or the ice punch, or 
the other drink they called champagneK;up that did it. But I never 
passed such a night since I was in the trenches, and I am shaking 
still, so that I can scarce hold the pen. It was a grand dinner, to 
be sure, for ruined people to give. Venison from Carrick Woods, 
and game of every kind, with all kinds of wine ; and my Lord Car- 
rickmore talking to Miss Dinah, and the Admiral following up with 
the niece, and Tom Brabazon, and Dean of Dean spark, and the 
devil knows who besides, bringing up the rear, with Dill and your 
obedient servant Every dish that came in, and every bottle that 
was uncorked, I said to myself, ' There goes another strap on the 
property ; * and I felt as if we were eating the trees and the timber 
and the meadows all the time at table. 

** It 's little of the same sympathy troubled the others. My Lord 
was as jolly as if he was dining with the King; and old Cobham 
called for more of the Madeira, as if it was an inn ; and Peter him- 
self — the heartless old fool — when he got up to thank the company 
for drinking his granddaughter's health, said, 'May I trust that 
even at my advanced age this may not be the last time I may have 
to speak my gratitude to you all for the generous warmth with which 
yon have pledged this toast; but even should it be so, I shall carry 
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qaietness and submission. He did more, — not perhaps very pru- 
dently, as some would say, — he actually emptied his pockets of all 
the money he had, giving even his watch to aid the starving horde 
before him. What precise version of his conduct reached his 
superior, I cannot say; but certainly Major Stapylton commented 
on it in terms of the harshest severity, and he even hinted at a 
reason for the forbearance too offensive for any soldier to endure/ 

'* She did not seem exactly to know what followed after this, but 
some sort of inquiry appeared to take place, and witnesses were 
examined as to what really occurred at Lund's Common ; and 
amongst others, a Lascar, who was one of the factory hands, — 
having come to England a great many years before with an ofHcer 
from India. This fellow*s evidence was greatly in favor of young 
Conyers, and was subjected to a very severe cross-examination from 
yourself, in the middle of which he said something in Hindostanee 
that nobody in the court understood but you ; and after this he was 
soon dismissed and the case closed for that day. 

" * What do you think. Major M*Cormick,* said she, * but when the 
court of inquiry opened the next morning, Lal-Adeen, the Lascar, 
was not to be found high or low. The court have suspended their 
sittings to search for him; but only one opinion prevails, — that 
Major Stapylton knows more of this man's escape than he is likely 
to tell.' I have taken great pains to give you her own very words 
in all this business, and I wrote them down the moment I :got home, 
for I thought to myself you *d maybe write about the matter to old 
Peter, and you ought to be prepared for the way they look at it ; 
the more b^ause Miss Dinah has a liking for young Conyers, — 
what she calls a motherly affection ; but I don't bcliev« in the 
motherly part of it I But of course you care very little what the 
people here say about you at all. At least, I know it would n't 
trouble me much, if I was in your place. At all events, whatever 
you do, do with a high hand, and the Horse Guards is sure to stand 
to you. Moderation may be an elegant thing in civil Hfe, but I 
never knew it succeed in the army. There 's the rain coming on 
again, and I just sent out six cars to the bog for turf ; so I must 
conclude, and remain, yours sincerely, 

"Daniel T. M^Cobmick. 

'^ I 'm thinking of foreclosing the small mortgage I hold on < The 
Home,' but as they pay the interest regularly, five per cent, I 
woald n't do it if I knew things were going on reasonably well with 
them; send me a line about what is doing regarding the * claim,' and 
it will guide me." 

WhUe Major M^Cormick awaited the answer to bis post- 
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*' Here, auot, ns we used to stroll together every moniiiig 
through the wood or in the garden; then as we went on 
the river or to the waterfalL** 

^^I can comprehend nothing of all this, Josephine. I 
know yoQ mean to deal openly with me ; so say at once, 
how did this intimacy begin?** 

**1 can scarcely say bow, aont, becaoae I believe we 
drifted into it. We used to talk a great deal of ourselves, 
and at length we grew to talk of each other, — of our likings 
and dislikings, our tastes and our tempers. And these did 
not always agree ! " 

"Indeed!" 

" No, aunt," said she, with a heavy sigh. ** We quar- 
relled very often ; and once, — I shall not easily foiget it, 
— once seriously." 

"What was it about?" 

" It was about India, aunt ; and he was in the wrong, and 
had to own it afterwards aud ask pardon." 

"He must know much more of that country than you, 
child. How came it that you presumed to set up your 
opinion against his?" 

" The presumption was his," said she, haughtily. " He 
spoke of his father's position as something the same as my 
father's. He talked of him as a Rajah ! " 

" I did not know that be spoke of his father," said Miss 
Dinah, thoughtfully. 

" Oh, be spoke much of him. He told me, amongst other 
things, how he bad been a dear friend of papa's; that as 
young men they lived together like brothers, and never were 
separate till the fortune of life divided them." 

" What is all this I am listening to? Of whom are you 
telling me, Josephine?" 

" Of Fred, Aunt Dinah ; of Fred, of course." 

" Do you mean young Conyers, child? " 

" Yes. How could I mean any other?" 

" Ta, ta, ta! " said the old lady, drumming with her heel 
on the floor and her fingers on the table. ^^ It has all turned 
out as I said it would! Peter, Peter, will you never be 
taught wisdom? Listen to me, child!" said she, turning 
almost sternly towards Josephine. " We have been at 



bS UAKlilM.To.V. 

Ilial ti'iiiIiT )>ti:->:i:;t-. li:i.l uln-ailv In-i-ii <'\i-liaitj.>l Utw., •! 

thrill. Tlir il-ilul I (.-.l.■r^. l' .■..i,.-l...l... 11... I -;)!.■.. 

i-ffi.rl <•( B.lli-1 i«-.i.lf luU 1..M'. in :> «.■: i. I',:.:. ... 

w.-i» ill no »■!■•- .Ii-iiii-liii..l to III. i.iM|.»:il. tl .:-. :..•'■.■ 

Ii;iii- ti:i><. -Ii.- h.liru-.l it 1:111..' fi.-iii v.i,i,- < .1,^.'-. - 

It:iirii>;:t->ti mhiiM liuvr bii^li.-l. :iir'l liii.-li- 1 ii..k-- ^ / 
Ih- .lan-.l. A> II «:«•. Ilif .ll-il t.. t.>ti:>ii. I.i:; -. It -. :.: ;... 
|.l<--l !•• hi-. Ik;!.). :m.l iii:i.|.' i.j. .-«.'. tun .-^.i. 

■• V"ii iiiiiy «.ll l.lii:.|>, IVt.i IWrrii.j!..n." -...l -r,. . -;.A- 

•• Atil «ili.'ii \.>i| 1111.1... i\.-.| l>.t. I>iii;t;.. »;...! >li I -:» 



■I I 



I't .I..I 



itij.n 



Hn^'.').!!).].- :i \.>ni.j Ui.iv .M1..11M t':i..l 1." .-i.-it di:l..'..:i\ i.i 
trniK-f.rniij li. r :ii;.'rii.>ii-. l'-<r lU.- |>M'-. t.t I iii.;iii i>. liiini 

lliv«>-ir to il.'<-l;iiiii:: Ili:it tlii- .<ll. r H liol fi I .■>i\.i.. if 

oil.- li»-< >' -]>> lo kiion 111.- niilT, -li.' »l>.ill I.»ri> il. I 

]il«:i%- li:i.| tii,\ 'I'li^l^ :i1-'iit tli.-^ ii.iiu! Itnail aaJ 

«:iti.T <lut iii;tk.- iii.li. ijii'-iinii tliaii uUtiuuitM ! " 



» 




MAJOR M'CORMICK'S LETTER. 87 

cross-purposes with each other all this time. This letter 
which I have just read for you — " She stopped suddenly 
as she reached thus far, aud after a second's pause, said, 
*'Wait for me here; I will be back presently. I have a 
word to say to your grandfather." 

Leaving poor Josephine in a state of trepidation and be- 
wilderment, — ashamed at the confession she had just made, 
and trembling with a vague sense of some danger that 
impended over her, — Miss Dinah hurried away to the 
garden. 

'* Here's a new sort of worm got into the celery, Dinah," 
said he, as she came up, ^^and a most destructive fellow 
he is. He looks like a mere ruffling of the leaf, and you 'd 
never suspect him." 

"It is your peculiarity never to suspect anything, brother 
Peter, even after you have had warning of peril. Do 
you remember my telling you, when we were up the Rhine, 
what would come of that intimacy between Conyers and 
Josephine?" 

"I think I do," said he, making what seemed an effort 
of memory. 

"And can you recall the indolent slipshod answer you 
made me about it? But of course you cannot. It was an 
old-maid's apprehensions, and you forgot the whole thing. 
Well, Peter, I was right and you were wrong." 

"Not the first time that the double event has come off 
so ! " said he, smiling. 

"You are too fond of that cloak of humility, Peter 
Barrington. The plea of Guilty never saved any one from 
transportation ! " Waiting a moment to recover her breath 
after this burst of passion, she went on : '^ After I had read 
that letter you gave me, I spoke to Josephine ; I told her in 
a few words how it referred to her, and frankly asked her 
what she thought of it. She was very candid and very open, 
and, I must say, also very collected and composed. Young 
ladies of the present day possess that inestimable advantage 
over their predecessors. Their emotions do not overpower 
them." This was the second time of "blowing off the 
steam," and she had to wait a moment to rally. " She told 
me, frankly, that she was not unprepared for such an offer ; 
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that tender passages had already been exchanged between 
them. The nsaal tomfoolery, I oonclnde, — that supreme 
effort of selfishness people cidl love, — in a word, Peter, she 
was m no wise disinclined to the proposal ; the only misfor- 
tane was, she believed it came from yoong Ck>nyer8." 

Barrington would have laughed, and laughed heartily, if 
he dared. As it was, the effort to restrain himself sent the 
blood to his head, and made his eyes run over. 

^^ You may well blush, Peter Barrington," said she, shak- 
ing her finger at him. ^^It's all your own doing." 

^^ And when you undeceived her, Dinah, what did she 
say?" 

^^I have not done so yet; but my impression is that so 
susceptible a young lady should find no great difficulty iu 
transferring her affections. For the present I mean to limit 
myself to declaring that this offer is not from Ck>nyer8 ; if 
she has curiosity to know the writer, she shall learn it. I 
always had my doubts about these convents! Bread and 
water diet makes more epicures than abstinents ! " 



CHAPTER X. 

INTERCHANGED CONFESSIONS. 

Miss Barrington, with Josepbine at one side and Polly Dill 
on the other, sat at work iu her little room that opened on 
the garden. Each was engaged in some peculiar task, and 
each seemed bent upon her labor in that preoccupied way 
which would imply that the cares of needlework make no 
mean call upon human faculties. A close observer would, 
however, have remarked that though Miss Barrington stitched 
vigorously away at the background for a fierce tiger with 
measly spots over him, Polly,8eemed oftener to contemplate 
than continue her handiwork ; while Josephine's looks strayed 
constantly from the delicate tracery she was following, to the 
garden, where the roses blended with the jasmine, and the 
drooping honeysuckles hung listlessly over the boughs of the 
apple-tree. 

" If your work wearies you, Fifine," said Miss Dinah, 
"you had better read for us." 

" Oh no, not at all, aunt ; I like it immensely. I was 
only wondering why one should devise such impossible foli- 
age, when we have the real thing before us, in all its grace 
and beauty." 

" Humph ! " said the old lady ; "the sight of a real tiger 
would not put me out of countenance with my own." 

"It certainly ought not, ma'am," said Polly; while she 
added, in a faint whisper, " for there is assuredly no rivalry 
in the case." 

" Perhaps Miss Dill is not too absorbed in her study of 
nature, as applied to needlework, to read out the news- 
paper." 

" I will do it with pleasure, ma'am. Where shall I 
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Thoagh Miss Barrington said this as a reflection, she 
addressed herself almost directly to Josephine. 

^^ As far as I am coDcerned, aunt," answered Josephine, 
promptly, ^^ the Major may fight the monster of the Drachen- 
fels to-morrow, if he wishes it." 

^^ Oh, here is another mystery apparently on the same 
subject. ^ The Lascar, Lal-Adeen, whom our readers will 
remember as having figured in a police-court a few days 
back, and was remanded till the condition of his wound — 
a severe sabre-cut on the scalp — should permit his further 
examination, and on the same night made his escape from 
the hospital, has once again, and very unexpectedly, turned 
up at Boulogne-sur-Mer. His arrival in this country — some 
say voluntarily, others under a warrant issued for his appre- 
hension — will probably take place to-day or to-morrow, and, 
if report speak truly, be followed by some of the most 
singular confessions which the public has heard for a long 
time back.' ^The Post' contradicts the statement, and 
declares ^ no such person has ever been examined before the 
magistrate, if he even have any existence at all.' " 

^^ And what interest has all this for us ? " asked Miss 
Dinah, sharply. 

^^ You do not forget, ma'am, that this is the same man 
Major Stapylton was said to have wounded ; and whose 
escape scandal hinted he had connived at, and who now 
*does not exist'" 

^^ I declare Miss Dill, I remember no such thing ; but it 
appears to me that Major Stapylton occupies a very consider- 
able space in your own thoughts." 

*'I fancy Polly likes him, aunt," said Josephine, with a 
slight smile. 

'^ Well, I will own he interests me; there is about him a 
mysterious something that says, ^ I have more in my bead 
and on my heart than you think of, and more, perhaps, 
than you could carry if the burden were yours. ' " 

^^A galley-slave might say the same. Miss Dill." 

^^No doubt of it, ma'am; and if there be men who mix 
in the great world, and dine at grand houses, with something 
of the galley-slave on their conscience, they assuredly im- 
press us with an amount of fear that is half a homage. One 
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^^That being the ease, and seeing, as you do, that your 
aunt is entirely of your own mind, at least as to the man 
you do not care for, why don't you declare as much frankly 
to your grandfather, and break off the negotiation at 
once?" 

^^ Just because that dear old grandpapa asked me not to 
be precipitate, not to be rash. He did not tell me that I 
must love Major Stapylton, or must marry him ; but he said, 
' If you only knew, Fifine, what a change in our fortune 
would come of a change in your feelings; if you could but 
imagine, child, bow the whole journey of life might be 
rendered easier, all because you took the right-hand road 
instead of the left; if you could guess these things, and 
what might follow them — ' '* She stopped. 

*'Well, go on." 

^^No. I have said all that he said; he kissed my cheek 
as he got thus far, and hurried away from the room." 

"And you, like a sweet, obedient child, hastened away to 
yours; wrote a farewell, a heart-broken farewell, to Fred 
Conyers ; and solemnly swore to your own conscience you *d 
marry a man you disliked. These are the soii; of sacrifices 
the world has a high admiration for; but do you know, 
Fifine, the world limps a little in its morality sometimes, 
and is not one-half the fine creature it thinks itself. For 
instance, in the midst of all its enthusiasm for you, it has 
forgotten that in accepting for your husband a man you do 
not love, you are doing a dishonesty; and that, besides 
this, you really love another. It is what the French call the 
aggravating circumstance." 

*'I mean to do nothing of the kind!" broke in Fifine, 
boldly. "Your lecture does not address itself to me." 

"Do not be angry, Fifine," said the other, calmly. 

"It is rather too hai*d to be rebuked for the faults one 
might have, but has not committed. It's like saying how 
wet you *d have been had you fallen into that pool ! " 

"Well, it also means, don't fall into the pool ! " 

*'Do you know, Polly," said Josephine, archly, "I have a 
sort of suspicion that you don't dislike this Major yourself! 
Am I right?" 

**I'd not say you were altogether wrong; that is, he 
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eautiously. 

"Aixi what was it yon heard?" 

"Nothing, of course, worth repeating; no thing tnm 
one that knew tbe matter bimseJf ; just the goosip that 
abant. and no more," 

"Well, let us hear the gossip Ibat goes aboaLad 
promise to tell toq if it 'e tme." 

"Well, indeed." said Kiuahela, draen'n^ » 
"Ihey Bay that yom- claim is against the Indi* 
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"And that it is a matter litlle short ^r 
di^mtc." 
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and I must say there was no unnecessary security on their 
part It was as speedily settled a transaction as I ever 
conducted, and I believe in my heart we might have had a 
thousand pounds on it just as easily as five hundred." 

^^As well as it is, Kinshela. When the day of repayment 
comes round, I '11 perhaps find it heavy enough ; " and he 
sighed deeply as he spoke. 

"Who knows, sir? There never was a time that capital 
expended on land was more remunerative than the present.'' 

Now, Mr. Kinshela well knew that the destination of the 
money they spoke of was not in this direction, and that it 
had as little to say to subsoil drainage or top dressing as 
to the conversion of the heathen ; but he was angling for 
a confidence, and he did not see how to attain it. 

Barrington smiled before he answered, — one of those sad, 
melancholy smiles which reveal a sorrow a man is not able 
to suppress, — and then he said, ^'I 'm afraid, Kinshela, I '11 
not test the problem this time.** 

*'It will be better employed, perhaps, sir. You mean, 
probably, to take your granddaughter up to the drawing- 
room at the Castle? " 

**I never so much as thought of it, Joe Kinshela; the fact 
is, that money is going where I have sent many a hundred 
before it, — in law! I have had a long, wearisome, costly 
suit, that has well-nigh b^gared me ; and of that sum you 
raised for me I don't expect to have a shilling by this day 
week.'* 

^^I heard something about that, sir,'* said the other, 
cautiously. 

"And what was it you heard? " 

"Nothing, of course, worth repeating; nothing from any 
one that knew the matter himself; just the gossip that goes 
about, and no more." 

"Well, let us hear the gossip that goes about, and I '11 
promise to tell you if it 's true." 

"Well, indeed," said Kinshela, drawing a long breath, 
"they say that your claim is against the India Board." 

Barrington nodded. 

"And that it is a matter little short of a million is in 
dispute." 

VOL. n. — 7 
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*'By the way, I must n't forget to send a servant to wait on 
the roadside;" and he rang the bell and said, ^^Let Darby 
go up to the road and take Major Stapylton*s luggage when 
he arrives." 

"Is that the Major Stapylton is going to be broke for the 
doings at Manchester, sir?" asked Kinshela. 

"He is the same Major Stapylton that a rascally press is 
now libelling and calumniating," said Harrington, hotly. 
"As to being broke, I don't believe that we have come yet 
to that pass in England that the discipline of our army is 
administered by every scribbler in a newspaper." 

"I humbly crave your pardon, sir, if I have said the 
slightest thing to offend; but I only meant to ask, was he 
the officer they were making such a fuss about? " 

"He is an officer of the highest distinction, and a well- 
bom gentleman to boot, — two admirable reasons for the 
assaults of a contemptible party. Look you, Kinshela; you 
and I are neither of us very young or inexperienced men, 
but I would ask you, have we learned any wiser lesson 
from our intercourse with life than to withhold our judg- 
ment on the case of one who rejects the sentence of a mob, 
and appeals to the verdict of his equals? " 

" But if he cut the people down in cold blood, — if it be 
true that he laid open that poor black fellow's cheek from 
the temple to the chin — " 

"If he did no such thing," broke in Barrington; "that is 
to say, if there is no evidence whatever that he did so, 
what will your legal mind say then, Joe Kinshela?" 

"Just this, sir. I *d say — what all the newspapers are 
saying — that he got the man out of the way, — bribed and 
sent him off." 

"Why not hint that he murdered him, and buried him 
within the precincts of the jail? I declare I wonder at 
your moderation." 

"I am sure, sir, that if I suspected he was an old friend 
of yours — " 

"Nothing of the kind, — a friend of very short standing; 
bat what has that to say to it? Is he less entitled to fair 
play whether he knew me or not? " 

"All I know of the case is from the newspapers ; and as 
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I acmccei J aee one wofd in his C&Tor^ I take it tibere is not 
miicii to be said in his defence." 

^^Weil^ if mj eauB don't deceive me^ that was tibe guard's 
hotn I heard thai. The man himself will be here in five 
minntes or so. Ton shall cooduct the prosecntioa. Kin- 
shela* and I 'H be judge between yoo.*' 

'^Heaven forbid^ sir: on no accoont whatever! '^ said 
Kinshela* tranbiing all over. ""I 'm sore^ Mr. Barrington, 
yoa cooldn't think of repeating wiiat I said to vou in 



^'^'No^ nov Kinshpls. Ton shall do it voorself ; and it *s 
only fair to tell yoa tibat he is a right clever fellow, and 
folly eqnal to the task of defending himself.'* Peter arose 
as he spoke, and walked oot npon the lawn, affectedly to 
meet his coming gnest^ bat in reality to cover a laogh 
that was half smotherins: hinu so comical was the misery 
expressed in the attorney's face, and so Indicroos was his 
look of terror. 

Of coorse I need not say that it never occorred to Bar- 
ringtOQ to realize his threat, whicii he merely uttered in the 
spirit of that qnizzing habit that was familiar to him. 
^^Yes, Kinshela,** cried he^ '^here he comes. I recognize 
his voice already ; " and Harrington now walked forward to 
wdcome his friend. 

It was not till after some minntes of conversation, and 
when the light f^ strongly on Stapylton's features, that 
Barrington saw how changeil a few weeks of care had made 
him. He looked at the least ten vears older than before. 
His eyes had lost their bold and darii^ expression, too, 
and were deep sunk, and almost furtive in their glance. 

^^You are tired, I fear,** said Barrington, as the other 
moved his hand across his f<»ehead, and, with a slight sigh, 
sank down upon a sofa. 

"Less tired than worried, — harassed,** said he, faintly. 
^^Just as at a gaming-table a man may lose nx>re in half 
an hour's high play than years of hard labor could acquire, 
there are times of life when we dissipate uKHe strength and 
vigor than we ever regain. I have had rough usage since 
I saw you last," said he^ with a very siddy smile. ^^How 
are the ladies, — well, I hope?" 
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Perfectly well. They have gone to pass the day with a 
neighbor, and will be home presently. By the way, I left a 
friend here a few moments ago. What can have become of 
him?" and he rang the bell hastily. "Where's Mr. Kin- 
shela, Darby?" 

"Gone to bed, sir. He said he 'd a murthering headache, 
and hoped your honor would excuse him." 

Though Harrington laughed heartily at this message, 
Stapylton never asked the reason, but sat immersed in 
thought and unmindful of all around him. 

"I half suspect you ought to follow his good example. 
Major," said Peter. "A mug of mulled claret for a night- 
cap, and a good sleep, will set you all right. " 

"It will take more than that to do it," said the Major, 
sadly. Then suddenly rising, and pacing the room with 
quick, impatient steps, he said, "What could have induced 
you to let them bring your claim before the House ? They 
are going to do so, ain't they? " 

"Yes. Tom Withering says that nothing will be so 
effectual, and I thought you agreed with him." 

"Never. Nothing of the kind. I said, threaten it; 
insist that if they continue the opposition, that you will, — 
that you must do so ; but I never was the fool to imagine 
that it could really be a wise step. What 's the fate of all 
such motions? I ask you. There's a speech — sometimes 
an able one — setting forth a long catalogue of unmerited 
injuries and long suffering. There 's a claim made out that 
none can find a flaw in, and a story that, if Parliament 
was given to softness, might move men almost to tears, and 
at the end of it up rises a Minister to say how deeply he 
sympathizes with the calamity of the case, but that this 
house is, after all, not the fitting locality for a discussion 
which is essentially a question of law, and that, even if it 
were, and if all the allegations were established, — a point 
to which he by no means gave adhesion, — there was really 
DO available fund at the disposal of the Crown to make 
reparation for such losses. Have you not seen this, or some- 
thing like this, scores of limes? Can you tell me of one 
that succeeded?" 

"A case of such wrong as this cannot go without repara- 
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tioQ,'' said Peter, with emodon. ^^The whole coontry will 
demand it.** 

^^The country wiU do no such thii^. If it were a ques- 
tion of penalty or ponishment, — yea! the country would 
demand it. Fine, imprison, transport, hang him! are 
easy words to utter, and cheap ones; bat pay him, reinstate 
him, reward him ! have a very different sound and signifi- 
cance. They figure in the budget, and are formidable on 
the hustings. Depend on it, Mr. Barrington, the step will 
be a false one." 

^^It has been my fate never to have got the same advice 
for two weeks together since the day I entered on this weary 
suit," said Barrington, with a peevishness not natural to 
him. 

*'I may as well tell you the irhole truth at once," said 
Stapylton. ^^The Board have gone back of all their good 
intentions towards us ; some recent arrivals from India, it 
is said, have kindled again the old fire of opposition, and 
we are to be met by a resistance bold and uncompromising. 
They are prepared to deny everything we assert; in fact, 
they have resolved to sweep all the pieces off the board and 
begin the whole game again, and all because you have 
taken this unfortunate course of appeal to Parliament." 

"Have you told Withering this?" 

"Yes; I have talked the matter over for nearly four hours 
with bim. Like a lawyer, he was most eager to know from 
what source came the new evidence so damaging to us. 
I could only guess at this.' 

" And your guess was — 

"I scarcely like to own to you that I take a less favorable 
view of mankind than you do, who know it better; but in 
this case my suspicion attaches to a man who was once your 
son's dearest friend, but grew to be afterwards his dead- 
liest enemy." 

"I will not have this said, Major Stapylton. I know 
whom you mean, and I don't believe a word of it" 

Stapylton simply shrugged bis shoulders, and continued 
to pace the room without speaking, while Barrington went 
on muttering, half aloud: "No, no, impossible; quite im- 
possible. These things are not in nature. I don't credit 
them." 
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"You like to think very well of the world, sir!" said 
the Major, with a faint scorn, so faint as scarcely to color 
his words. 

^^ Think very badly of it, and you *11 soon come down to 
the level you assign it," said Peter, boldly. 

^^I 'm afraid I 'm not in the humor just now to give it my 
best suffrages. You 've seen, I doubt not, something of the 
treatment I have met with from the Press for the last few 
weeks ; not very generous usage, — not very just. Well ! 
what will you say when I tell you that I have been refused 
an inquiry into my conduct at Manchester; that the Govern- 
ment is of opinion that such an investigation might at the 
moment be prejudicial to the public peace, without any 
counterbalancing advantage on the score of a personal vin- 
dication; that they do not deem the time favorable for the 
calm and unbiassed judgment of the country ; in one short 
word, sir, they 'd rather ruin a Major of Hussars than risk 
a Cabinet I am to exchange into any corps or any service 
I can ; and they are to tide over these troubles on the assump- 
tion of having degraded me.** 

"I hope you wrong them, — I do hope you wrong them ! " 
cried Harrington, passionately. 

^^You shall see if I do," said he, taking several letters 
from his pocket, and searching for one in particular. ^^ Yes, 
here it is. This is from Aldridge, the private secretary of 
the Commander-in-chief. It is very brief, and strictly 
secret: — 

« 'Dear S., —The " Chief »* does not like your scrape at all. You 
did rather too much, or too little, — a fatal mistake dealinjr with a 
mob. You must consent — there 's no help for it — to be badly 
used, and an injured man. If you don't like the half-pay list, — 
which would, in my mind, be the best step, — there 's the Seven- 
teenth ordered to Baroda, and Maidstone refuses to go. This, or the 
Second West India, are the only things open. Above all, don't 
show fight ; don't rally a party round you, for there is not a man in 
England whose influence is sufficiently great to stand between you 
and the public. A couple of years' patience and a hot climate will 
set all right, and reinstate you everywhere. Come over here at 
once and I '11 do my best for you. 

" * Yours ever, 

"*St. George Aldridge.' 
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" This u ft frieml'a Ivttrr," nakl Supyltoo, whb % himt ; 
"ami bv liaa iiu Iwttvr omuael to give pic tliau U> |>l*ati 
guilt}', ttiiO ruk (vT % uiititEsu-d punMlimciit." 

ltarriiit;tun wan Hilt-Dcetl; tie wuulil iiot hy anj viprenBiii) 
of in<li):uutk>u m1(1 Ut tlic t;i^'*t aii^tr uf tlw utiivr, au<l bv 
■Bill iiotliiii^. At IvMl be miiI, " I kwIi fnon lujr bvarl — I 
wisb I could Ik- o( ftiiy wnicv tu yuu." 

'■ Yuu arv tliv ouly mau living wbu can," waa tlw pruajtt 
atuwvr. 

" lluw BO — in what way? Ia-1 too tivar." 

" Wlwn I Mlilri'MKtl a certain k-lbT lit tou ■oidc tion* 
back, I WBB in a ixMiitiou Uilti of fortune anil |»TiM>iwvt to 
takv at k'Oiit autut'lliInK fmui the prv)iutn|>liuu of tny ••Ort. 
Now, though uiy fortune reinaitWi tny fuluri' im tminr lliaa 
ckmiltnl, ami if I wtk you to look favorably on wt raiuc 
DOW. it IB to your (ifiieroBity I niUHt ai<|M-al ; I am, is fact. 
asking you tu Btaml by a fallen man." 

TliiB H[M.-vcb, (itt«rv<l in a voice Hlit;faily shaken by apta- 
tion, went to Ilarrii)gtou'« heart. There waa not a scntuacat 
in his imliin.- mi n-rtain to reB|ioiHt tu a call uimmi it aa Uua 
one of Hyw[ialliy with the beaten man; tbe weaker aUc waa 
always ea-rtaiu of liia ailliervnoc. With a nice tact Kiapylbn 
saiil mi niure, liiit. i>u»hiii^ o]H!n the window, walked uM 
H]>iiii the >iiiii>th Hwanl, on whieh a faini ii>oouU)tht llirkrml. 
lit- htul ■•hut his lioll, uiiil HBw it a* it (|uirervtl iu his vtrtia's 
Hi-fli. llurriiiLTtoii woh afUr hiui in an instant, and. drawiag 
an arm wittiiti hin, hr naiil iu n low voice, " YtMi may ouval 
ui»>H m.-." 

Sta{iylii>n wnini; hts hand warmly, without aprakiaf. 
AfUT Kslkiui; for n few mMinenla, aiili* by siale, be said : ** I 
mutt l>e frank with yuu, Mr. flarrinirlnn. I have little tlai 
ami no I.i^U' f>ir circuui1<irution ; I cannot fooceal tnm mj' 
self Ihal 1 :im xi-t f:>v<irite with your aiatcr. I ww not m 
eatC'T an I ouk'ht t<> havt- iH-eii t<i cultivate bee ^x-i opIitiM; 
I wan a liitli' pi.iiicd nt what I thought men iiijuslima am ta 
part. — nuiaII oiii-i, to Ih' sure. Imt (bey wounded ■•. tmi 
with B t<'iii|H'r Ihal nlways revolte«l agalaat a wTiaig. I 
n-aented tlii'Hi. ami I fi-ar lue, in doing ao, I )mifiafdlaad h« 
(■iit(.i'm. If nhi- i* an generous aa ber bnMfcef. staa a ~ 
remember these to me in my day of dcfMt. W«BH 
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ever, have their own ideas of mercy, as they have of every- 
thing, and she may not choose to regard me as you have 
done." 

^^ I suspect yon are wrong about this," said Harrington, 
breaking in. 

'^ Well, I wish I may be; at all events, I must put the 
feeling to the test at once, for I have formed my plan, and 
mean to begin it immediately." 

"And what is it?" 

*' Very few words will tell it. I intend to go on half-pay, 
or sell out if that be refused me ; set out for India by the 
next mail, and, with what energy remains to me, vindicate 
your son's claim. I have qualifications that will make me 
better than a better man. I am well versed in Hindostanee, 
and a fair Persian scholar ; I have a wide acquaintance with 
natives of every rank, and I know how and where to look 
for information. It is not my disposition to feel over-san- 
guine, but I would stake all I possess on my success, for I 
see exactly the flaws in the chain, and I know where to go to 
repair them. You have witnessed with what ardor I adopted 
the suit before ; but you cannot estimate the zeal with which 
I throw myself into it now — now that, like George Barring- 
ton himself, I am a man wronged, outraged, and insulted." 
For a few seconds he seemed overcome by passion and 
unable to continue; then he went on: *' If your grand- 
daughter will accept me, it is my intention to settle on her 
all I possess. Our marriage can be private, and she shall be 
free to accompany me or to remain here, as she likes." 

" But how can all this be done so hurriedly? You talk of 
starting at once." 

" I must, if I would save your son's cause. The India 
Board are sending out their emissaries to Calcutta, and I 
must anticipate them — if I cannot do more, by gaining 
them over to us on the voyage out. It is a case for energy 
and activity, and I want to employ both." 

" The time is very short for all this," said Barrington, 
again. 

'^So it is, sir, and so are the few seconds which may 
rescue a man from drowning ! It is in the crisis of my fate 
that I ask you to stand by me." 
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^^But have you any reason to believe that my grand- 
daughter will hear you favorably? You are almost strangers 
to each other?" 

^^ If she will not give me the legal right to make her 
my heir, I mean to usurp the privilege. I have already 
been with a lawyer for that purpose. My dear sir," added 
he, passionately, ^^I want to break with the past forever! 
When the world sets up its howl against a man, the odds 
are too great ! To stand and defy it he must succumb or 
retreat. Now, I mean to retire, but with the honors of 
war, mark you." 

^* My sister will never consent to it," muttered Barrington. 

" Will you? Have I the assurance of i/our support? " 

"I can scarcely venture to say *yes,' and yet I can't 
bear to say 'no' to you!" 

'^ This is less than I looked for from you," said Stapylton, 
mournfully. 

'^ I know Dinah so well. I know how hopeless it would 
be to ask her concurrence to this plan." 

'^ She may not take the generous view of it; but there 
is a worldly one worth considering," said Stapylton, bitterly. 

''Then, sir, if you count on thaty I would not give a 
copper half-penny for your chance of success ! " cried Bar- 
rington, passionately. 

"You have quite misconceived me; you have wronged 
me altogether," broke in Stapylton, in a tone of apology; 
for he saw the mistake he had made, and hastened to repair 
it. " My meaning was this — " 

"So much the better. I'm glad I misunderstood you. 
But here come the ladies. Let us go and meet them." 

" One word, — only one word. Will you befriend me ? " 

"I will do all that I can, — that is, all that I ought," 
said Barrington, as he led him away, and re-entered the 
cottage. 

" I will not meet them to-night," said Stapylton, hurriedly. 
" I am nervous and agitated. I will say good-night 
now." 

This was the second time within a few days that Stapylton 
had shown an unwillingness to confront Miss Barrington, 
and Peter thought over it long and anxiously. '* What can 



CHAPTER Xn. 

A DOCTOR AND HIS PATIENT. 

Stapylton did not make his appearance at breakfast; he 
sent down a message that he had passed a feverish night, 
and begged that Dr. Dill might be sent for. Though Bar- 
rington made two attempts to see his guest, the quietness of 
the room on each occasion implied that he was asleep, and, 
fearing to disturb him, he went downstairs again on tiptoe. 

^^ This is what the persecution has done, Dinah," said he. 
** They have brought that stout-hearted fellow so low that 
he may be the victim of a fever to-morrow." 

"Nonsense, Peter. Men of courage don't fall sick be- 
cause the newspapers calumniate them. They have other 
things on their minds than such puny attacks." 

'^ So he may, likely enough, too. He is bent heart and 
soul on what I told you last night, and I *m not surprised if 
he never closed his eyes thinking of it." 

" Neither did I ! " said she, curtly, and left the room. 

The doctor was not long in arriving, and, after a word or 
two with Barrington, hastened to the patient's room. 

''Are we alone?" asked Stapylton, cutting short the 
bland speech with which Dill was making his approaches. 
" Draw that curtain a bit, and take a good look at me. 
Are my eyes bloodshot? Are the pupils dilated? I had a 
bad sunstroke once ; see if there be any signs of congestion 
about me." 

''No, I see none. A little flushed; your pulse, too, is 
accelerated, and the heart's action is labored — " 

" Never mind the heart; if the head be well, it will take 
care of it. Reach me that pocket-book ; I want to acquit 
one debt to you before I incur another. No humbug be- 
tween us ; " and he pressed some notes into the other's palm 
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as be spoke. " Let ub aDdersUnd each other fully, and at 
ODce. " I 'm not very Ul ; but I want you" 

*' And I am at your orders." 

" Faithfully, —loyally?" 

" Faithfully, — loyally 1 " repeated the other after him. 




"Yoo've read the papers lately, — youVe seen these 
attacks on me?" 

" Yea." 

" WeU, what do they say and think here — I mean in 
thU boose — about them? How do they discuss them? 
Remember, I want candor and frankness; no humbug. 
I'll not stand humbug." 

'^The womeu are against you." 
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"lk>th of llu'in?" 

•' lU>tli.'* 

•' I low c(»tii(-n tlial? — on what ^roundii? " 

*''l'hi* |itt|K'r»« lu'ctiiicil vuii of cruflty ; tlH*y atnimcd 
tbt-rc wart iiocaum* f«ir tla* lueanurv?! of NtrviTity you ftduf 
and tht-y ar^Ui*<t — " 

** 1)4 m't iMirt* nil* with all that baMrrilanh. 1 aakvcl 
how wait it that XUvm* wtmirn a>«*tuni«*il I mam in the wrcMi 

'* And I waii aUtnt to tvU von« if vmu liati mil lutcm 

It 
nil' 

"That in. thi-y U-lirvtil what thry rvail iu Uie i 
|ia|K'r*« ? " 

•■ 1 vn. 

*" And, of oMiriM-. t»walli>wnl tliat tinr i»ti>ry alioat 
llind<Ni fellow that 1 tirnt cnt ilnnn, and aftt-rwanl* b 
U> niakf hin «*rM*a|K* from thr lii>!*|>ital? '* 

** 1 f«U!«)K'<*t thry half U-lifVctl it.'* 

** Or rathi-r. U-lii'ird half i»f it, thi- riittiii;* dovo { 
Can y(»u U\\ luv |)liyNi(il«»{ju*ally. — fi»r 1 think it ix>airs 
that rat«'Lrtirv« - why it in tliat w«>nirn in it tttbenrisi 
naturi-<l, in nine c:im*h nut <if ti n take the wornt altcni 
an the (Tiilihle one? lUit ne\er mind that. Thry coni 
me. I» n't it ho? " 

" Yi'** ; anil wliiU- <ild Uarriiii^ton iii>«i^t^ — " 

** Who can-H what In- iii**i*<t<«? Niirh .ii|\iK*arv a* hu 

■ 

|trovnki't attni-k. niMl hivitit |i«r!M*('utiun. I M rmtbrr 
no ftiirh nlliei* ! " 

*• I Ulirvi- Vi'ii are rii:lit 

'*! wan! frll.m^ hki- V'tiir-ilf. •liM'ti»r. — Mv, rAOl 
Mifitle fi-ll«tM>«. — n(-rti-ii>iiiiil til -ti-:iliiii; iitnini; nurdi 
itilo thf '*v**t«iii ill Niii'itl d«><*( <•; )>iiti.n;^ the |iBtiriiU tt 
cull it ill Viiiii otaii:^, * iihili-r !!)• iutlm ih-i- ' uf thiSt 
t' 'ther. — iU'r " 

hill -ii.iii-il M:iiiil!v :kT ttic riiiii|iliinent to his 
Stapvltiui wi III I'll 

"Ni't !li:it I »i:i\i tiriM i^i^t ii«*w fur thU MNt of ck 
tieatiin tit. I ii«fi :i !<ii<iii' n'mi<«lv, doclur- 1*1 

ImVi', " 

'*Ii.di-i-«r " -aid hill, with an arcvot oicelj 
!»••'. intiTi -t aiii| iiteretlnlitv. 
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"Yes, and I want to marry! 

"Miss Harrington ?" 

"The granddaughter. There is no need, I hope, to make 
the distinction, for I don't wish to be thought insane. Now 
you have the case. What 's your prescription? " 

"Propose for her! " 

"So I have, but they hesitate. The old man is not un- 
favorable; he is, perhaps, more: he is, in a measure, 
friendly; but what avails such advocacy? I want another 
guess sort of aid, — a clever man ; or, what is better still, a 
clever woman, to befriend me." 

He waited some seconds for a reply, but Dill did not 
speak; so he went on: "A clever woman, to take a woman's 
view of the case, balancing this against that, never ignoring 
an obstacle, but inquiring what there may be to compensate 
for it Do you know such a one, doctor? " 

"Perhaps I may; but I have my doubts about securing 
her services." 

" Even with a retainer? " 

"Even with a retainer. You see. Major," — here Dill 
dropped his voice to a most confidential whisper, — "my 
daughter Polly, — for I know we both have her in mind, — 
Polly is a strange sort of girl, and very hard to understand ; 
for while, if the case were her own, she 'd no more think of 
romance than she would of giving ten guineas for a dress, 
if she was advising another whose position and prospects 
were higher than hers, it*s the romantic part of it she'd 
lay all the stress on." 

" From which I gather that my suit will not stand this 
test!" said Stapylton, with a peculiar smile. "Eh, isn't 
that your meaning ? " 

"You are certainly some years older than the lady," said 
Dill, blandly. 

"Not old endugh to be, as the world would surely say, 
' her father,' but fully old enough to give license for 



sarcasm." 



"Then, as she will be a great fortune — " 

"Not a sixpence, — she'll not have sixpence, doctor. 
That bubble has burst at last, and can never be blown again. 
The whole claim has been rejected, refused, thrown out, and 
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"No, not exactly that; idle — careless — kept bad com- 
pany at times." 

^' These are the fellows who do this kind of thing once in 
their lives, — mark you, never twice. They never have more 
than one shot in their locker, but it will suffice in this case.'* 

Though the worthy doctor was very far from enthusiastic 
about his son's gallantry, there was a degree of coolness in 
the Major's estimate of it that almost shocked him ; and he 
sat staring steadily at the stern bronzed face, and the hard 
lineaments of the man, and wondering of what stiange stuff 
such natures were fashioned. 

'^It's quite clear, then, that for Master Tom we can do 
nothing half so good as chance has done for him," said 
Stapylton, after a short interval. 

"Chance and himself too," added the doctor. 

Stapylton made no answer, but, covering his eyes with 
his hand, lay deep in thought. 

"If you only had the Attorney-General, Mr. Withering, 
on your side," said Dill. "There is no man has the same 
influence over this family." 

"It is not what you call influence I want, my good sir. 
It is a far more subtle and more delicate agent. I require 
the sort of aid, in fact, which your daughter could supply, 
if she would. An appointment awaits me in India, but I 
must occupy it at once. I have no time for a long court- 
ship. I 'm just as hurried as that boy of yours was when 
he swamped the powder-magazine. It 's a skirmish where 
I can't wait for the heavy artillery, but must do my best with 
the light field-guns, — do you understand me? " 

Dill nodded, and Stapylton resumed : '^ The thing can be 
done just by the very road that you have pronounced impos- 
sible, — that is, by the romantic side of it, — making it a 
case of violent love at first sight, the passion of a man past 
the heyday of youth, but yet young enough to feel a most 
ardent affection. I am, besides," said he, laughing with a 
strange blending of levity and sarcasm, " a sort of Brum- 
magem hero; have been wounded, led assaults, and that 
kind of thing, to a degree that puffery can take the benefit 
of. And, last of all, doctor, I am rich enough to satisfy 
greater ambitions than ought to live under such a roof as 

VOL. 11. — 8 



114 llAltUI\<.l'>>- 

ttilr.. Ih> \<>il irr tt« j.:iil %-.», ll:>ilL:lilrl . :tii !...>. ii. :. . 
lltil-I.H?" 

■IV.I.:.,.. I.I..." 

-Aii.l .'..iil.l V..U in-Ill.'- Ii.-r t.. .li-.-'fi 1; ■ " 

•■I'll. li-.I V.'iV -■.ilLUN. -1 .1 Ih .;..« I., |.;, i^, ::,.. ■ 

III ii." 

'(Viiaiiilv." ^!ii.| Si!i|.ylt.'ii. m.-kii^jly. "ili. | :i— . 
;:Iiiii[.-i'- «. l-:i.'liiU-t->>|ituiii "t :!>• wuikiii;; .-r 1I.:ir i.>..; ■. i 
iii-lllitlioti, I In- l-iiitiily. fall I.. iNHi.!.- I.-, mill «;. it. , . 
iml.'l iM'tllilii-.'; y.ill :i(i', il -it-tii- !■■ Iti< . lii-l n- [..■>. r If • 
«ltliiii Void --wti .liH'i- :u< 1 iiiu iijiii-lii.j »liul .•■■••• !■■ 
» i>i'iL:li'i--i'- Ix'ii-r. I t:iK<' ti. ti»«<-t<i. Il.:il i: . ..i. r >. 
Ii.l|M-.l. < liil.li.ii. Ukr ■.■l.'iilx. itt. .'Ilk ^..\,'n.al.. «tM-b 
l..-l|.:.-.." 

I U'-( till' -.It or il.tliKi y.ii -|..:tk -r »- ot),.:.. t^:: 

ntill. I tliJlik. Im-i.'. in llii- |>;iltl<'ii::n i'^i-h*. }'o|| n.-nl-l \>>iil- 
M-lf I..- \..iii I't-t illll■':l^•Il.li■l. if \.'ii HIM- dlniiic •'ii>>ii,:li %,• 
n>ii><-.lo»i> null III. ill tl>. Iniit t..'-luy." 

'■Of r- - I :nii'" iii.'l M!i|.\lt.ili, niarlilit! U)> III ■ Ml- 

liti- i-.-tiii. . "HI..! -t.iil tli.ii-"' 

"V.'ii »oiil.l Ik' Ix'ttit 111 my hoii.,- tlmii lliiM." miJ Uilt. 
niv-i<-ri..ii-ly. 

'- S]..-iik .'-111. :>ii.| .|..:iL il.'arly. .lo('t<.i: I liavi- vrn IiilW 
tl»' iii.iii.r «i!li iiir. mi'l !iiii 111 ii" »arii of iliMitiir «•( mtt 

\\ l.;it I ii.-fl i* Mil- a»i>i-t»m 1 .>i>t- •IfStfroiu nxK^ib bt 

:i'K->':>i<' my |'l:iii- « itii |>'rH.>ii> ftii.l in |<ImV)> Id whir fa I 

ti:i\< II" :>.'<'. ■—. y.ilil .lullt;liUT I" Jll-t HUi'll B uor. — «iB 

«l,. .lo tl;-■■ 
■■W. .;iii :i-k l..t." 
"Will. Iiow «ill y.>ii i'S|>lain my sl»fiM-r In Um«c | 

li>:. :■ \Mr.ii will yii >:ky f*<r my if't ■{■[M«Him %l \ 

f:..!. :.r..| y.t U iiii:'n).|.- t.'> Ukr » kiriiky oitb jottf* 
"I «ill i^iii It .•!! Iiyniriiii* i;ruaiMl»," ' ~"~ 

n'li.ly. *'.Mv [.r..fi-.>*i.>ii Iws a Bnmbar nt t 

[■: /.111.' viil.vir r;iii m-viT rntrr. I 'U J 

:i:. i :i>; [t:>tMiiJto|, tn li'ti.l nif l)i«. 

s ill-; liint tlmt I M like h> I 

. :." «.■!!■ 1/ :i!:ir!hiii;; Vtiu. fur | 
|..' .11 1'. ti' ul IiiV llttUM. Wh 




A DOCTOR AND HIS PATIENT. 115 

accident, so that a conference would follow as a matter of 
course." 

"Very wily, — very subtle all this, doctor. Do you know, 
I 'm half frightened at the thought of trusting myself to such 
a master of intrigue and mystification." 

"Have no fears; I reserve all my craft for my clients." 
And with this he left the room, but only for a few minutes; 
for he met Barrington on the stairs, and speedily obtained 
permission to take his boat to Inistioge, having first 
pledged himself to come back with Stapylton to dinner. 

"We shall see, we shall see," muttered Stapylton to him- 
self. "Your daughter must decide where I am to dine to- 
day." 

By the way — that is, as they glided along the bright 
river — Dill tried to prepare Stapylton for the task before 
him, by sundry hints as to Polly's temper and disposition, 
with warnings against this, and cautions about that. 
"Above all," said he, "don't try to overreach her." 

"Perfect frankness — candor itself — is my device. 
Won't that do?" 

"You must first see will she believe it," said the doctor, 
slyly; ftQd for the remainder of the way there was a silence 
between them. 
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Just as the words had fallen from him, a little chubby, 
shock-headed fellow, about five years old, burst into the 
room, which he believed unoccupied, and then, suddenly 
seeing his papa, set up a howl of terror that made the house 
ring. 

"What is it, Jimmy, — what is it, my poor man?" said 
Polly, rushing with tucked-up sleeves to the spot; and, 
catching him up in her arms, she kissed him affectionately. 

"Will you take him away? — will you take him out of 
that?** hissed out Dill between his teeth. "Don't you see 
Major Stapylton here?" 

"Oh, Major Stapylton will excuse a toilette that was never 
intended for his presence." 

"I will certainly say there could not be a more becoming 
one, nor a more charming tableau to display it in ! " 

"There, Jimmy,'* said she, laughing; "you must have 
some bread and jam for getting me such a nice compliment.'* 

And she bore away the still sobbing urchin, who, burying 
his head in her bosom, could never summon courage to meet 
his father's eye. 

"What a spacious garden you appear to have here! " said 
Stapylton, who saw all the importance of a diversion to the 
conversation. 

"It is a very much neglected one," said Dill, pathetically. 
**My poor dear boy Tom used to take care of it when he 
was here; he had a perfect passion for flowers.** 

Whether that Tom was associated in the Major's mind 
with some other very different tastes or not, Stapylton smiled 
slightly, and after a moment said, "If you permit me, I '11 
take a stroll through your garden, and think over what we 
have been talking of.'* 

"Make yourself at home in every respect," said Dill. "I 
have a few professional calls to make in the village, but 
we '11 meet at luncheon." 

"He's in the garden, Polly," said Dill, as he passed his 
daughter on the stairs; "he came over here this morning to 
have a talk with you." 

"Indeed, sir!" 

"Yes; he has got it into his head that you can be of 
aervice to him." 
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''It is not impossible, sir; I think I might.'* 

''I'm glad to hear it, Polly; I'm delighted to see you 
take a good sensible view of things. I need not tell you 
he 's a knowing one." 

"No, sir. But, as I have heard you card-players say, ' he 
shows his hand.'" 

''So he does, Polly; but I have known fellows do that 
just to mislead the adversary." 

"Sorry adversaries that could be taken in so easily." 
And with a saucy toss of her head she passed on, scarcely 
noticing the warning gesture of her father's finger as she went. 

When she had found her work-basket and supplied herself 
with the means of occupying her fingers for an hour or so, 
she repaired to the garden and took her seat under a large 
elm, around whose massive trunk a mossy bench ran, 
divided by rustic-work into a series of separate places. 

"What a churlish idea it was to erect these barricades. 
Miss Dill!" said Stapylton as he seated himself at her 
side ; " how unpicturesque and how prudish ! " 

"It was a simple notion of my brother Tom's," said she, 
smiling, "who thought people would not be less agreeable 
by being reminded that they had a place of their own, and 
ought not to invade that of their neighbor. 

"What an unsocial thought! 

"Poor Tom! A strange reproach to make against you^ 
said she, laughing out. 

"By the way, has n't he turned out a hero, — saved a ship 
and all she carried from the flames, — and all at the hazard 
of his own life?" 

"He has done a very gallant thing; and, what's more, 
I '11 venture to say there is not a man who saw it thinks so 
little of it as himself." 

"I suppose that every brave man has more or less of that 
feeling." 

"I'm glad to learn this fact from such good authority," 
said she, with a slight bend of the head. 

"A prettily turned compliment. Miss Dill. Are you 
habitually given to flattery?" 

''No; I rather think not. I believe the world is pleased 
to call me more candid than courteous." 
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"Will you let me take you at the world's estimate, — that 
is, will you do me the inestimable favor to bestow a little of 
this same candor upon me ? " 

"Willingly. What is to be the subject of it? " 

"The subject is a very humble one, — myself! " 

"How can I possibly adjudicate on such a theme?" 

"Better than you think for, perhaps! " And for a moment 
he appeared awkward and ill at ease. "Miss Dill," said 
he, after a pause, "fortune has been using me roughly of 
late; and, like all men who deem themselves hardly treated, 
I fly at once to any quarter where I fancy I have found 
a more kindly disposition towards me. Am I indulging 
a self-delusion in believing that such sentiments are 
yours ? " 

Polly Dill, with her own keen tact, had guessed what was 
the real object of Stapylton's visit. She had even read in 
her father's manner how he himself was a shareholder in 
the scheme, and she had made up her mind for a great 
frankness on each side; but now, seeing the diplomatic mys- 
teriousness with which the Major opened his attack, that 
love of mischievous drollery which entered into her nature 
suggested a very different line. She determined, in fact, to 
seem to accept the Major's speech as the preliminary to an 
offer of his hand. She therefore merely turned her head 
slightly, and in a low voice said, "Continue! " 

"I have not deceived myself, then," said he, with more 
warmth of manner. "I have secured one kind heart in my 
interest?*' 

"You must own," said she, with a half-coquettish look 
of pique, "that you scarcely deser^'e it." 

"How, — in what way?" asked he, in astonishment. 

"What a very short memory you are blessed with! Must 
I, then, remind you of a certain evening at Cobham? Must 
I recall what I thought at the time very particular, as they 
certainly were very pleasant, attentions on your part ? Must 
I, also, bring to mind a certain promised visit from 3^ou, the 
day and hour all name<l by yourself, — a visit which never 
came off? And after all this. Major, are you not really a 
bold man to come down and take up your negotiation whore 
yoQ dropped it? Is there not in this a strong conviction of 
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the greatness of Major Stapylton and the littleness of the 
doctor's daughter?" 

Stapylton was stmek dumb. When a general sees that 
what he meant as a feint has been converted into a real 
attack, the situation is often imminent; but what compari- 
son in difficulty is there between that mistake and that of 
him who assails what he never desired to conquer? How he 
inwardly cursed the stupidity with which he had opened his 
negotiation ! 

*'I perceive," said she, triumphing over his confusion, 
"that your calmer Judgment does not reassure you. You 
feel that there is a certain levity in this conduct not quite 
excusable! Own it frankly, and at once! " 

"I will own, if you like, that I was never in a situation 
of greater embarrassment ! ** 

"Shall I tell you why?" 

"You couldn't; it would be totally impossible." 

"I will try, however, if you permit me. You do! Then 
here goes. You no more intended anything to come of your 
little flirtation at Cobham than you now do of a more serious 
blunder. You never came here this morning to make your 
court to me. You are much pained at the awkwardness of 
a situation so naturally wounding to me, and for the life of 
you, you cannot imagine what escape there is out of such a 
difficulty." 

"You are wonderfully clever, Miss Dill," said he; and 
there was an honest admiration in his look that gave the 
words a full significance. 

"No," said she, "but I am wonderfully good-natured. I 
forgive you what is the hardest thing in the world to for- 
give!" 

"Oh! if you would but be my friend," cried he, warmly. 

"What a want of tact there was in that speech. Major 
Stapylton!" said she, with a laugh; "but perhaps you 
wanted to reverse the line of our dear little poet, who tells 
of some one *' that came but for Friendship, and took away 
Love ' ! " 

"How cruel you are in all this mockery of me! " 

" Does not the charge of cruelty come rather ill from 
you 9 — i/ou, who can afford to sport with the affections of 
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poor village maidens. From the time of that ^ Major 
bold of Halifax' the song tells of, I never heard your 
equal." 

** Could you prevail upon yourself to be serious for a few 
minutes?" said he, gravely. 

^^ I think not, — at least not just now ; but why should I 
make the attempt?" 

" Because I would wish your aid in a serious contingency, 
— a matter in which I am deeply interested, and which 
involves probably my future happiness." 

^^Ah, Major! is it possible that you are going to trifle 
with my feelings once more?" 

^*' My dear Miss Dill, must I plead once more for a little 
mercy?" 

^^No, don't do any such thing; it would seem ungenerous 
to refuse, and yet I could not accord it." 

" Fairly beaten," said he, with a sigh ; " there is no help 
for it. You are the victor!" 

"How did you leave our friends at 'The Home'?" said 
she, with an easy indifference in her tone. 

'* All well, perfectly well; that is to say, I believe so, for 
I only saw my host himself." 

"What a pleasant house; how well they understand 
receiving their friends ! " 

"It is so peaceful and so quiet! " said he, with an effort 
to seem at ease. 

" And the garden is charming ! " 

"And all this is perfectly intolerable," said he, rising, 
and speaking in a voice thick with suppressed anger. " I 
never came here to play a part in a vaudeville ! Your father 
led me to believe, Miss Dill, that you might not be indis- 
posed to lend me your favoring aid in a suit which I am 
interested in. He told me I should at least find you 
frank and outspoken; that if you felt inclined to assist 
me, you'd never enhance the service by a seeming doubt 
or hesitation — " 

" And if I should not feel so inclined, what did he then 
give you to expect?** 

" That you'd say so ! " 

**8o I do, then, clearly and distinctly tell you, if my 
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counsels offer a bar to your wishes, they are all enlisted 
against you." 

^^ This is the acme of candor. You can only equal it by 
saying how I could have incurred your disfavor." 

'^ There is nothing of disfavor in the matter. I think you 
charming. You are a hero, — very clever, very fascinating, 
very accomplished ; but I believe it would be a great mistake 
for Fifine to marry you. Your tempers have that sort of 
resemblance that leave no reliefs in their mutual play. You 
are each of you hot and hasty, and a little imperious ; and if 
she were not very much in love, and consequently disposed 
to think a great deal of you and very little of herself, these 
traits that I speak of would work iU. But if every one of 
them were otherwise, there would still be one obstacle worse 
than all ! " 

''And that is — " 

'' Can you not guess what I mean, Major Stapylton? 
You do not, surely, want confidences from me that are more 
than candor!" 

*'Do I understand you aright?" said he, growing red 
and pale by turns, as passion worked within him; ''do I 
apprehend you correctly? These people here are credu- 
lous enough to be influenced by the shadowy slanders of the 
newspapers, and they listen to the half-muttered accusations 
of a hireling press?" 

"They do say very awkward things in the daily press, 
certainly," said she, dryly ; " and your friends marvel at the 
silence with which you treat them." 

" Then I have divined your meaning," said he. "It is 
by these cowardly assailants I am supposed to be van- 
quished. I suspect, however, that Colonel Barrington him- 
self was, once on a time, indulged with the same sort of 
flattery. They said that he had usurped a sovereignty, 
falsified documents, purloined jewels of immense value. I 
don't know what they did not charge him with. And what 
do they say of me? That I exhibited great severity — 
cruelty, if you will — towards a mob in a state of rebellion ; 
that I reprimanded a very sflly subaltern for a misplaced 
act of humanity. That I have been cashiered, too, they 
assert, in face of the ' Gazette,' which announces my 



CROSS-PURPOSES. 123 

appointment to an nnattached majority. In a word, the 
enormity of the falsehood has never stayed their hand, and 
they write of me whatever their unthinking malevolence can 
suggest to them. Yon have, perhaps, seen some of these 
paragraphs?" 

"Like every one else, I have read them occasionally; 
not very attentively, indeed. But, in truth, I'm not a 
reader of newspapers. Here, for instance, is this morning's 
as it came from Dublin, still unopened ; " and she handed it 
as she spoke. 

" Let us see if I be still honored with their notice," 
said he, unfolding the paper, and running his eyes hastily 
over it. "Debate on the Sugar Bill — Prison Reforms — 
China — Reinforcements for Canada — Mail Service to the 
Colonies — Bankruptcy Court. Oh, here we have it — here 
it is ! " and he crushed the paper while he folded down 
one part of it. " Shall I read it for you? The heading 
is very tempting : ' Late Military Scandal. — A very curious 
report is now going through our West-end Clubs, and 
especially such as are the resort of military officers. It is 
to the purport that a certain Field-officer of Cavalry — whose 
conduct has been the subject of severe strictures from the 
Press — will speedily be called to answer for a much graver 
offence than the transgression of regimental discipline. The 
story which has reached us is a very strange one, and we 
should call it incredible, if we were not informed, on author- 
ity, that one of our most distinguished Indian generals has 
declared himself fully satisfied of its truth in every particu- 
lar.' Can you fancy anything worse than that. Miss Dill? 
An unknown somebody is alleged to be convinced of an 
unknown something that attaches to me ; for, of course, I 
am designated as the 'Field-officer of Cavalry,* and the 
public is gi*aciously pleased to hold me in abhorrence till I 
have found out my calumniator and refuted him ! " 

" It seems very hard. Who do you suspect is the Indian 
General alluded to? " 

" Tell me, first of all, —does he exist? " 
'* And this, too, you will not reply to, nor notice? " 
'* Not, certainly, through such a channel as it reaches 
me. U the slanderer will stand forth and avow himself. 
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I may know bow to deal with bim. But what has led us 
into this digression ? I am sure it is as little to your taste 
as to mine. I have failed in my mission, and if I were able 
to justify every act of my life, what would it avail me? You 
have pronounced against me ; at least, you will not take my 
brief." 

*' What if I were retained by the other side? " said she, 
smiling. 

^^ I never suspected that there was another side," said be, 
with an air of extreme indifference. '' Who is my formi- 
dable rival?" 

^^ I might have told you if I saw you were really anxious 
on the subject." 

" It would be but hypocrisy in me to pi*etend it. If, for 
example, Major M'Cormick — " 

" Oh, that is too bad ! " cried Polly, interrupting. " This 
would mean an impertinence to Miss Barrington." 

^^ How pleasant we must have been ! Almost five o'clock, 
and I scarcely thought it could be three ! " said he, with au 
affected languor. 

^^ ^ Time 's foot is not heard when he treads upon 
flowers,' " said she, smiling. 

"Where shall I find your father. Miss Dill? I want to 
tell him what a charming creature his daughter is, and how 
wretched I feel at not being able to win her favor." 

" Pray don't; or he might fall into my own mistake, and 
imagine that you wanted a lease of it for life." 

" Still cruel, still inexorable ! '* said he, with a mockery 
of affliction in his tone. " Will you say all the proper 
things — the regrets, and such like — I feel at not meeting 
him again ; and if he has asked me to dinner — which I 
really forget — will you make the fitting apology?" 

*' And what is it, in the present case?" 

" I 'm not exactly sure whether I am engaged to dine 
elsewhere, or too ill to dine at all." 

*' Why not say it is the despair at being rejected renders 
you unequal to the effort? I mean, of course, by myself, 
Major Stapylton.'* 

** I have no objection ; say so, if you like," said be, with 
an insulting indifference. " Good-day, Miss Dill. This 
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18 the way to the road, I believe ; " and, with a low bow, 
very deferential but very distant, he turned away to leave 
the garden. He had not, however, gone many paces, when 
he stopped and seemed to ponder. He looked up at the 
sky, singularly clear and cloudless as it was, without a 
breath of wind in the air ; he gazed around him on every 
side, as if in search of an object he wanted ; and then, tak- 
ing out his purse, he drew forth a shilling and examined it. 
" Yes," mattered he, " Chance has been my only counsellor 
for many a year, and the only one that never takes a bribe ! 
And yet, is it not taking to the raft before the ship has 
foundered? True; but shall I be sure of the raft if I wait 
for the shipwreck? She is intensely crafty. She has that 
sort of head that loves a hard knot to unravel ! Here goes ! 
Let Destiny take all the consequences ! " and as he flung 
up the piece of money in the air, he cried, "Head! " It 
was some minutes ere he could discover where it had fallen, 
amongst the close leaves of a border of strawberries. He 
bent down to look, and exclaimed, " Head ! she has won ! " 
Just as he arose from his stooping attitude he perceived 
that Polly was engaged in the adjoining walk, making a 
bouquet of roses. He sprang across the space, and stood 
beside her. 

" I thought you had been a mile off by this time, at least," 
said she, calmly. 

''So I meant, and so I intended; but just as I parted 
from you, a thought struck me — one of those thoughts 
which come from no process of reasoning or reflection, but 
seem impelled by a force out of our own natures — that I 
would come back and tell you something that was passing in 
my mind. Can you guess it? " 

*' No ; except it be that you are sorry for having trifled 
so unfeelingly with my hopes, and have come back to make 
the best reparation in your power, asking me to forgive and 
accept you." 

" You have guessed aright ; it was for that I returned." 

" What a clever guess I made ! Confess I am very ready- 
witted ! " 

''You are; and it is to engage those ready wits in my 
behalf that I am now before you." 
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CHAPTER SIV. 



When Stapylton stepped oat of his boat sod landed at "The 
Home," the firet person he saw was certaiuly the last in his 
wishes. It was Miss Dinah who stood at the jetty, as 
though BwaitiDg him. Scarcely deigning to notice, beyond 
a faint smile of acquiescence, the somewhat bungling ex- 
planation he gave of hie absence) abe asked if he had met 
her brother. 

"No," said he. "Heft thevilli^e a conpleof bonra ago; 
rather loitering, as I came along, to enjoy the river scenery." 

"Ue took the road, and in tbis way missed you," said 
abe, diyly. 

"How nnfortnnatel — forni«, I mean, of course. Town 
to yon. Miss BairingtOD, wide as the difference between our 
ages, I never yet met any one so thorongbly companionable 
to me as yonr brother. To meet a man so consBmmaMjr 
acquainted with the worid, and yet not soured bybfi kncnri* 
edge: to see the rii>c wisdom of age blended willi the genef 
008 warmth of youth ; to find one whose ex|)eriences only 
make him more ]>a(ieDt. more forgiving, more tnislfal — " 

"Too trualful. Major Stapylton, far too traatful." 
ber bold gn; eyes were turned apon him as she Spoke, 
• significance tiist could not be mistaken. 

"It is a Doble feeling, madam," said be, h 

"It is a great misfortone to its poesexsor. ■ 

"Can we deem that misfortcioe, lliss I 
enlarges tbe cbarityof our aatofes, and t 
alow to think iU ? " ' 

Not paying tbe Blightest attention to Me qn 
said. — 
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**My brother went in search of you, sir, to place in your 
hands some very ui-gent letters from the Horse Guards, and 
which a special messenger brought here this morning." 

"Truly kind of him. They relate, I have no doubt, to 
my Indian appointment They told me I should have news 
by to-day or to-mon'ow." 

"He received a letter also for himself, sir, which he 
desired to show you." 

"About his lawsuit, of course? It is alike a pleasure and 
a duty to me to serve him in that affair." 

"It more nearly concerns yourself, sir," said she, in the 
same cold, stem tone; "though it has certainly its bearing 
on the case you speak of." 

^^More nearly concerns myself!" said he, repeating her 
words slowly. "I am about the worst guesser of a riddle 
in the world. Miss Barrington. Would you kindly relieve 
my curiosity ? Is this letter a continuation of those cowardly 
attacks which, in the want of a worthier theme, the Press 
have amused themselves by making upon me? Is it possible 
that some enemy has had the malice to attack me through 
my friends?" 

"The writer of the letter in question is a sufficient guar- 
antee for its honor, Mr. Withering." 

"Mr. Withering! " repeated he, with a start, and then, as 
suddenly assuming an easy smile, added: "I am perfectly 
tranquil to find myself in such hands as Mr. Withering's. 
And what, pray, does he say of me ? " 

"Will you excuse me. Major Stapylton, if I do not enter 
upon a subject on which I am not merely very imperfectly 
informed, but on which so humble a judgment as mine 
would be valueless ? My brother showed me the letter very 
hurriedly ; I had but time to see to what it referred, and to 
be aware that it was his duty to let you see it at once, — if 
possible, indeed, before you were again under his roof." 

"What a grave significance your words have. Miss Bar- 
rington! " ftftid he, with a cold smile. "They actually set 
me to think over all my faults and failings, and wonder for 
which of them I am now arraigned." 

"We do not profess to judge you, sir." 

By this time they had sauntered up to the little garden in 
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front of the cottage, within the paling of which Josephine 
was bosUy engaged in training a japonica. She arose as 
she heard the voices, and in her accustomed tone wished 
Stapylton good-evening. ^^S?iej at least, has heard nothing 
of all this," muttered he to himself, as he saluted her. He 
then opened the little wicket; and Miss Harrington passed 
in, acknowledging his attention by a short nod, as she 
walked hastily forward and entered the cottage. Instead 
of following her, Stapylton closed the wicket again, re- 
maining on the outside, and leaning his arm on the upper 
rail. 

"Why do you perform sentry? Are you not free to enter 
the fortress?" said Fifine. 

"I half suspect not," said he, in a low tone, and to hear 
which she was obliged to draw nigher to where he stood. 

"What do you mean? I don't underatand you! " 

"No great wonder, for I don't underatand myself. Your 
annt has, however, in her own most mysterious way, given 
me to believe that somebody has written something about 
me to somebody else, and until I clear up what in all prob- 
ability I shall never hear, that I had better keep to what the 
Scotch call the ^ back o* the gate.' " 

"This is quite unintelligible." 

"I hope it is, for it is almost unendurable. I am sorely 
afraid," added he, after a minute, "that I am not so patient 
as I ought to be under Miss Barrington's strictures. I am 
so much more in the habit of command than of obedience, 
that I may forget myself now and then. To yow, however, 
I am ready to submit all my past life and conduct. By 
you I am willing to be judged. If these cruel calumnies 
which are going the round of the papers on me have lowered 
me in your estimation, my case is a lost one ; but if, as I 
love to think, your woman's heart resents an injustice, — if, 
taking counsel of your courage and your generosity, you feel 
it is not the time to withdraw esteem when the dark hour of 
adversity looms over a man, — then, I care no more for 
these slanders than for the veriest trifles which cross one's 
every-day life. In one word, — your verdict is life or 
death to me." 

"In that case," said she, with an effort to dispel the seri« 
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ousnesB of his manner, " I must have time to consider my 
sentence." 

^^But that is exactly what you cannot have, Josephine," 
said he ; and there was a certain eai-nestness in his voice 
and look, which made her hear him call her by her name 
without any sense of being offended. ^^First relieve the 
suffering ; there will be ample leisure to question the suf- 
ferer afterwards. The Good Samaritan wasted few words, 
and asked for no time. The noblest services are those of 
which the cost is never calculated. Your own heart can 
tell you: can you befriend me, and will you?" 

"I do not know what it is you ask of me," said she, with 
a frank boldness which actually disconcerted him. ^^Tell 
me distinctly, what is it?" 

^^I will tell you," said he, taking her hand, but so gently, 
so respectfully withal, that she did not at first withdraw it, 
— "I will tell you. It is that you will share that fate on 
which fortune is now frowning; that you will add your 
own high-couraged heart to that of one who never knew a 
fear till now ; that you will accept my lot in this the day of 
my reverse, and enable me to turn upon my pursuers and 
scatter them. To-morrow or next day will be too late. It 
is now, at this hour, that friends hold back, that one more 
than friend is needed. Can you be that, Josephine?" 

^^No! " said she, firmly. ^^If I read your meaning aright, 
I cannot." 

"You cannot love me, Josephine," said he, in a voice of 
intense emotion; and though he waited some time for her 
to speak, she was silent. "It is true, then," said he, pas- 
sionately, "the slanderers have done their woi^! " 

"I know nothing of these calumnies. When my grand- 
father told me that they accused you falsely, and condemned 
you unfairly, I believed him. I am as ready as ever to say 
so. I do not understand your cause; but I believe you to 
be a true and gallant gentleman ! " 

"But yet, not one to love I " whispered he, faintly. 

Again she was silent, and for some time he did not 
speak. 

"A true and gallant gentleman!" said he, slowly repeat- 
ing her own words; "and if so, is it an unsafe keeping to 
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which to intrast your happiness ? It is no graceful task to 
have oneself for a theme ; but I cannot help it I have no 
witnesses to call to character; a few brief lines in an army 
list, and some scars — old reminders of French sabres — are 
poor certificates, and yet I have no others." 

There was something which touched her in the sadness 
of his tone as he said these words, and if she knew how, 
she would have spoken to him in kindliness. He mistook 
the struggle for a change of purpose, and with greater eager- 
ness continued: ^^ After all I am scarcely more alone in the 
world than you are! The dear friends who now surround 
you cannot be long spared, and what isolation will be your 
fate then! Think of this, and think, too, how, in assuring 
your own future, you rescue mine." 

Very differently from his former speech did the present 
affect her; and her cheeks glowed and her eyes flashed as 
she said, "I have never intrusted my fate to your keeping, 
sir; and you may spare yourself all anxiety about it" 

"You mistake me. You wrong me, Josephine — " 

"You wrong yourself when you call me by my Christian 
name; and you arm me with distrust of one who would 
presume upon an interest he has not created." 

"You refuse me, then?" said he, slowly and calmly. 

"Once, and forever!" 

"It may be that you are mistaken, Miss Barrington. It 
may be that this other affection, which you prefer to mine, 
is but the sickly sentiment of a foolish boy, whose life up to 
this has not given one single guarantee, nor shown one 
single trait of those which make ^ true and gallant gentle- 
men.' But you have made your choice." 

"I have," said she, with a low but firm voice. 

"You acknowledge, then, that I was right," cried he, 
suddenly; "there is a prior attachment? Your heart is not 
your own to give? " 

"And by what right do you presume to question me? 
Who are you, that dares to do this ? " 

"Who am I?" cried he, and for once his voice rose to 
the discordant ring of passion. 

"Yes, that was my question," repeated she, firmly. 

"So, then, you have had your lesson, young lady," said 
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he; and the words came from him with a hissing sound, 
that indicated intense anger. ''Who am I? You want my 
birth, my parentage, my bringii^ up I Had you no friend 
who could have asked this in your stead? Or were all those 
around you so bereft of courage that they deputed to a 
young girl what should have been the office of a man? " 

Though the savage earnestness of his manner startled, it 
did not affright her; and it was with a cold quietness she 
said, ''If you had known my father, Major Stapylton, I 
suspect you would not have accused his daughter of 
cowardice ! " 

"Was he so very terrible?" said he, with a smile that 
was half a sneer. 

"He would have been, to a man like you." 

"To a man like me, — a man like me! Do you know, 
young lady, that either your words are very idle words or 
very offensive ones ? " 

"And yet I have no wish to recall them, sir." 

"It would be better you could find some one to sustain 
them. Unfortunately, however, you cannot ask that gal- 
lant gentleman we were just talking of; for it is only the 
other day, and after passing over to Calais to meet me, his 
friends pretend that there is some obstacle to our meeting. 
I owe my tailor or my bootmaker something; or I have 
not paid my subscription to a club; or I have left an un- 
settled bill ai Baden. I really forget the precise pretext; 
but it was one which to them seemed quite sufficient to 
balk me of a redress, and at the same time to shelter their 
friend." 

"I will not believe one word of it, sir! " 

"Well, we have at least arrived at a perfect frankness in 
our intercourse. May I ask you, young lady, which of 
your relatives has suggested your present course! Is 
it to your aunt or to your grandfather I must go for an 
explanation ? " 

"I suspect it is to m«. Major Stapylton," said Barrington, 
as he came from behind Josephine. "It is to me you must 
address yourself. Fifine, my dear, your aunt is looking for 
you ; go and tell her, too, that I am quite ready for tea, and 
you will find me here when it is ready. Major Stapylton 
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and I will take a stroll along the river-side." Now this last 
was less an invitation than a sort of significant hint to 
Stapylton that his host had no intention to ask him to cross 
his threshold, at least for the present; and, indeed, as Har- 
rington passed out and closed the wicket after him, he 
seemed as though closing the entrance forever. 

With a manner far moi*e assured than his wont. Barring- 
ton said: "I have been in pursuit of you. Major Stapylton, 
since four o'clock. I missed you by having taken the road 
instead of the river; and am much grieved that the com- 
munication I have to make you should not take place 
anywhere rather than near my roof or within my own 
gates." 

"I am to suppose from your words, sir, that what you are 
about to say can scarcely be said to a friend ; and if so, 
cannot you hit upon a more convenient mode of making 
your communication?" 

*'I think not. I believe that I shall be dealing more 
fairly with you by saying what I have to say in person." 

"Go on," said Stapylton, calmly, as the other paused. 

"You are aware," continued Barrington, "that the chief 
obstacle to a settlement of the claims I have long preferred 
against the India Company has been a certain document 
which they possess, declaring that a large portion of the 
territory held by the Rajah of Luckerabad was not amenable 
to the laws that regulate succession, being what is called 
* Lurkar-teea,' — conquered country, — over which, under 
no circumstances, could the Rajah exercise prospective 
rights. To this deed, for their better protection, the Com- 
pany obtained the signature and seal of the Rajah himself, 
by means which, of course, we could never discover; but 
they held it, and always declared that no portion of my son's 
claim could extend to these lands. Now, as they denied 
that he could succeed to what are called the *' Turban lands, ' 
meaning the right of sovereignty — being a British sub- 
ject — on the one hand, and rejected his claim to these 
conquered countries on the other, — they excluded him 
altogether." 

"My dear sir," said Stapylton, mildly, "I'm shocked to 
interrupt you, but I am forced to ask, what is the intimate 
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*^He lays no claim to such for the past; but he would 
seem desirous to make some reparation for a long course of 
iniquity." 

" Charmed for his sake, and that of his well-wishers, if 
he have any. But, once again, sir, and 'at all the risk of 
appearing very impatient, what concern has all this for 
me?" 

^'A great deal, sir. The Moonshee declares that he has 
been for years back in close correspondence with a man we 
long since believed dead, and that this man was known to 
have communicated constantly with the law advisers of the 
India Board in a manner adverse to us, he being none other 
than the son of the notorious Sam £dwardes, whom he 
always addressed under cover to Captain Horace Stapylton, 
Prince's Hussars.'* 

^^This is — strange enough, when one thinks of the quar- 
ter it comes from — perfectly true. I came to know 
Edwardes when on my voyage home, invalided. He took 
immense trouble about me, nursed and tended me, and, in 
return, asked as a favor to have some letters he was expect- 
ing addressed to my care. I neither knew who he was, nor 
cared. He got his lettera, and I suppose read them ; but of 
their contents, I, it is needless to say, know nothing. I 
am speaking of a dozen years ago, or, at least, eight or ten, 
for since that time I have never heard of either Edwardes or 
his friend." 

"He tells a different story. He asserts that to his letters, 
forwarded to the same address up to the period of last 
March, he regularly received replies; but at last finding 
that the writer was disposed to get rid of him, he obtained 
means to circulate a report of his death, and sailed for 
Europe to prefer his claims, whatever they be, in person." 

"And if every word of this were true, Mr. Barrington, 
which I don't suspect it is, how, in the name of common 
sense, does it concern me? I don't suppose I ever took my 
own letters at a post-ofiSce twice in my life. My servant, 
who has lived with me fourteen years, may, for aught I 
know, have been bribed to abstract these letters on their 
arrival ; they would be easily recognized by the very super- 
scription. This is one way the thing might have been done. 
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"Yoa will leave by the eveniog kuL I s=fp:a«?'' ^i 
Uiss BarringtoQ. 

"No. Dinah, night travelling reariea ae. I ■wzl la^ :jc 
coach as it pasfiea tbegauioiDDRovasfvi: :kitv£I srrsiz 
me iD time to catch WitfacriDf at Lis ImSt ,^=-nK^ s^i x 
pkaaanter way to finish a dar't mT«i qo xsa. sees sd£ 
for." 

Nothing could be more easily f^cca x&ea. :a^ v»i^ 
and Hias Dinah felt n*aeaitd by tecs, azd j^ ik ^aoBL 'u 
give eowe ordeis aboot hu jricriAT. 

*'Fifine, darling." aavJ Bairu^u^ afur a pane- "u 
yoa like yoor life berer' 

"Of course I do, gnndpapA. B-v» eotJi I wxl jzz ine 
more happy ? " 

"But it is Bomevbaf doQ f 
solitary for a fair, brighl < 
enough care for pleasire and rje voni." 

"To me it is a rouod of zayet?- 
almost felt inclined yesterday 30 v^id 'ir Knie nc^ ca's% 
with aunt and yoaradf, — aona <tf Uoa» ■ietaia.j u;t« iJK 
what we had in GcTBany.' 

>' I fesr me math, da' 
tbe[4easare. My boHi is so f afl «f « 
am bat sorry eoMpaaj* VJMam." 

" If jom ooly IcMv Idv *C «• m 
heavily the day drsgp o* rt^ «•* *■ 
Dosharv in; bow vcmias^v ^i^« 
Toiee In Uw gardoi. aad Ask bbt; 1m 
itbyikamiHe'* 
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with WiUieriug, to I have Jiut pM u]^ 
fur (brvtt «■«)'■■ or four, »t furtlwat," i 
■■What will be the eitent of yiNir al4_ 

■> L«t mi! hftve * l)l»ck a^t, Diiia^d 
wLat t(''*-'0' '■)■» "iV "''^ '*'' '"' *°7 ° 
be a wtM>k Iwforo I get back ii){am." 

■' Tliurc '» no iivceMiity il ■Undtl ba 4 
IVttT \ aaU with your lisbita an I 
ec»Huuiy. Come, Kiflne, get to bc«l,4 
tu be up at ilaybrvak. Yuur gTai»<l(P 
cofTi-c (Irinkablc, it it ii nut miuU b; J 

And witli Uiia remark, bcauurulljr T 
rcpruuf ami a (lattery, abe |)nirr<<tb-<J (o H 
wliirli WAH Ui-r Bccuttunwil ukhIc of I 
the if ruutoa. 
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. "You will leave by the evening mail, I suppose?" said 
Miss Barrington. 

"No, Dinah, night travelling wearies me. I will take the 
coach as it passes the gate to-morrow at five; this will bring 
me in time to catch Withering at his late dinner, and a 
pleasanter way to finish a day's travel no man need ask 
for." 

Nothing could be more easily spoken than these words, 
and Miss Dinah felt reassured by them, and left the room to 
give some orders about his journey. 

*'Fifine, darling," said Barrington, after a pause, "do 
you like your life here? " 

"Of course I do, grandpapa. How could I wish for one 
more happy ? " 

" But it is somewhat dull for one so young, — somewhat 
solitary for a fair, bright creature, who might reasonably 
enough care for pleasure and the world." 

"To me it is a round of gayety, grandpapa; so that I 
almost felt inclined yesterday to wish for some quiet davs 
with aunt and yourself, — some of those dreamy days like 
what we had in Germany." 

" I fear me much, darling, that I contribute but little to 
the pleasure. My head is so full of one care or another, I 
am but sorry company, Fifine." 

" If you only knew how dull we are without you ! How 
heavily the day drags on even with the occupations you take 
no share in ; how we miss your steps on the stairs and your 
voice in the garden, and that merry laugh that sets ourselves 
a-laughing just by its own ring." 

"And you would miss me, then?" said he, as he pushed 
the hair from her temples, and stared steadfastly at her 
face, — "you would miss me?" 

"It would only be half life without you," cried she, 
passionately. 

" So much the worse, — so much the worse ! " muttered 
he; and he turned away, and drew his hand across his 
eyes. " This life of ours, Fifine, is a huge battle-field ; and 
though the comrades fall fast around him, the brave soldier 
will fight on to the last." 

"You don't want a dress-coat, brother Peter, to dine 
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with Withering, so I have jast put up what will serve you 
for three days, or four, at furthest," said Dinah, entering. 
^^ What will be the extent of your stay?" 

*^Let me have a black coat, Dinah; there's no saying 
what great man may not ask for my company ; and it might 
be a week before I get back again." 

^^ There's no necessity it should be anything of the kind, 
Peter; and with your habits an hotel life is scarcely an 
economy. Come, Fiiine, get to bed, child. You'll have 
to be up at daybreak. Your grandpapa won't think his 
coffee drinkable, if it is not made by your hands." 

And with this remark, beautifully balanced between a 
reproof and a flattery, she proceeded to blow out the candles, 
which was her accustomed mode of sending her company to 
then: rooms. 



CHAPTER XV. 

THE OLD LEAVEN. 

Withering arrived at his own door just as Barrington 
drove up to it. ^^ I knew my letter would bring you up to 
town, Barrington," said he ; ** and I was so sure of it that 
I ordered a saddle of mutton for your dinner, and refused 
an invitation to the Chancellor's." 

^^ And quite right too. I am far better company, Tom. 
Are we to be all alone?" 

" All alone." 

'^That was exactly what I wanted. Now, as I need a 
long evening with you, the sooner they serv'e the soup the 
better; and be sure you give your orders that nobody be 
admitted." 

If Mr. Withering's venerable butler, an oflScial long 
versed in the mysteries of his office, were to have been 
questioned on the subject, it is not improbable he would 
have declared that he never assisted at a pleasanter tete-d 
tete than that day's dinner. They enjoyed their good dinner 
and their good wine like men who bring to the enjoyment 
a ripe experience of such pleasures, and they talked with 
the rare zest of good talkers and old friends. 

"We are in favor with Nicholas," said/ Withering, as 
the butler withdrew, and left them alone, "or he would 
never have given us that bottle of port. Do you mark, 
Barrington, it's the green seal that John Bushe begged so 
hard for one night, and all unsuccessfully." 

" It is rare stuff! " said Barrington, looking at it between 
him and the light. 

"And it was that story of yours of the Kerry election 
that won it. The old fellow had to rush out of the room 
to have his laugh out." 
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Do yoa know, Tom," said Barriogtoo, as he sipped 
his wine, **I belieTe, in another generatjon, nobody will 
laogh at alL Since yoa and I wene boys, the world has 
taken a very seri<jiis torn. Not tiiat it is moch wiser, 
or better, or more moral, or more coltirated, bat it is 
graver. The oki jollity woald be now set down simply 
for vulgarity, and with many peof^e a joke k only short of 
an insolU'* 

** Shall I tell yoa why, Peter? We got oar repatatk>n for 
wit, just as we made oar name for manufactnre, and there 
^rong up a mass of impostors in oonseqoenoe, — feUows 
who made poor jokes and rotten calicoes, that so dtsgnsted 
the work! that people have gone to France for their fan, and 
to Oennany for their f umitore. That is, to my takii^, the 
reason of all this social reaction." 

*'*' Perhaps yoa are right, Tom. Old Joe MiUers are not 
anlike cloth made oat of devil's dost. One can't expect 
moch wear oat of either." 

^^We most secare another bottle from that bin before 
Nicholas changes his mind," said Withering, rising to ring 
the beU. 

^* No, Tom, not for me. I want all the calm and all the 
jodgment I can moster, and don't ask me to take more 
wine. I have moch to say to yoo." 

^^ Of course you have. I knew well that packet ofletters 
would bring you op to town; but you have had scarcely 
time to read them." 

" Very hurriedly, I confess. They reached me yesterday 
aftemooD ; aud when I had run my eyes hastily over them, 
I said, ^ StapyltoD must see this at ouce.' The man was my 
guest, — he was under my roof, — there could not be a ques- 
tion about bow to deal with him. He was out, however, 
when the packet reached my hands ; and while the pony was 
being harnessed, I took another look over that letter from 
Colouel HuDter. It shocked me, Tom, I confess ; because 
there flashed upon me quite suddenly the recollection of the 
promptitude with which the India Board at home here were 
provided with an answer to each demand we made. It was 
not merely that when we advanced a step they met as ; but 
we could scarcely meditate a move that they were not in 
activity to repel it" 
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" I saw that, too, and was struck by it," said Withering. 

'* True enough, Tom. I remember a remark of yours one 
day. ^ These people,' said you, ^ have our range so accu- 
rately, one would suspect they had stepped the ground.*" 
The lawyer smiled at the compliment to his acuteness, and 
the other went on : ^^ As I read further, I thought Stapylton 
had been betrayed, — his correspondent in India had shown 
his letters. ^ Our enemies,' said I, ^ have seen our de- 
spatches, and are playing with our cards on the table.' No 
thought of distrust, — not a suspicion against his loyalty had 
ever crossed me till I met him. I came unexpectedly upon 
him, however, before the door, and there was a ring and 
resonance in his voice as I came up that startled me! 
Passion forgets to shut the door sometimes, and one can see 
in an angry mind what you never suspected in the calm one. 
I took him up at once, without suffering him to recover his 
composure, and read him a part of Hunter's letter. He was 
ready enough with his reply; he knew the Moonshee by 
reputation as a man of the worst character, but had suffered 
him to address certain letters under cover to him, as a con- 
venience to the person they were meant for, and who was no 
other than the son of the notorious Sam Edwardes. ' Whom 
you have known all this while,' said I, ' without ever 
acknowledging to us?' 

" 'Whom I did know some years back,' replied he, 'but 
never thought of connecting with the name of Colonel Bar- 
rington's enemy.' All this was possible enough, Tom; 
besides, his manner was frank and open in the extreme. It 
was only at last, as I dwelt, what he deemed too pertina- 
ciously, on this point, that he suddenly lost control of him- 
self, and said, ' I will have no more of this ' — or, ' This 
must go no further' — or some words to that effect." 

"Ha! the probe had touched the sore spot, eh?" cried 
Withering. "Go on!" 

" ' And if you desire further explanations from me, you 
must ask for them at the price men pay for inflicting un- 
merited insult.'" 

"Cleverly turned, cleverly done," said Withering ; "but 
you were not to be deceived and drawn off by that feint, 
eh?" 

VOL. II. — 10 



146 BARRINGTON. 

** Feint or not, it tucceetlei], Tom. lie maiW me frri 
that I bad injiireil him ; ami aa he wuuki not accept uf tuv 
excuses, — a«, iu fact, he did not give me tiiia* to luake 
them — " 

** He got you into a quarrel, la n't that the truth?" asked 
Withering, hotly. 

'*Conu*, come, Tom, lie reaaona!>1e; he hail p«-rft-ct n^rht 
on hia aide. There was what he felt aa a very gravi* iui|>u- 
tation u|)on him; that ia, I had made a charge, aii«l tii« 
explanation had not aatiafleil me, — or, at all evmu. 1 Um^I 
Dot aaid I waa aatiafled, — ami we each of un, 1 take it, were 
iomewhat warmer tlian we net-il have lieen." 

**And you are going to meet him, - going to fight a 
duel?"* 

'' Well, if I am, it will not be the first time." 

*SVnd can you toll for what? Will you be able to make 
any man of oomimm intelligence underataml for what y>iU 
are goini; out?" 

'* I ho|>e so. I have tlie man In my eye. No, no, A'm/x 
make a wry fac<*, Tom. It's amnher old frten«l 1 «:«« 
Ihinkln^C <>f to lu'lp me through this affair, ami I itinr«*rrly 
trust he will not \n* so lianl to instnict as yim imat;inr.** 

** How oM an* y«»n, Harrington?" 

** niii.ili rt.ivH fi'^lit y-otie ; but I sui4|MTt nUv rlif:it« mtv 1 
think I mil ri;:litv-tl)r(M*." 

'* Am'I i-* it :it iM;;Sty-tliriH* tliat mm fi;:ht dii«l^ ' " 

**N<»t if tlM-y «»iiri lii'lp it, Ti»rn, CN'rt.niiiiy. I }. ivi» rt^.r 
been out ninri* I hUhI Torn Connolly in thi- krt'-**. » . i 

m 

was a ni!itt4T of f<>rtv wnr** airo, and I li:i'l ^o-l ! •••• :; 
was to In* my la^t exploit <>f thin kind. Itiit tihr •.- ; > V 
<lone if a tn:t:) trlls voii tlint v«nir fi'Zt* i* viuir \' .!.•:* -n: 
that if it lind ti«)t tH'i*ii f »r your wliitr h.iir** nn-t \ ir ^hi^irij; 
ankleM, tlmt li«'*d tinw r*'**i>iiti'*l Vi^tir (Ntiii|i|i*t ^r \*>iir ii<>r«U 
to him? F.iitli. I thitik it putt a f« Ij.iw liii li»« ni« ?'.!«* to •bttw 
that liin hcnrt it .ill ri.;!it. lh'iii;j!i liit h.ind rn»v treniMr.*" 

** I 'U n«it t.ikf niiv -h.iri- in ••in-li a f-illv. I tril ti>q. 
narrin::t<>n. tlif w.iill r<r i%!i<>:n ynti art* dom*^ ttii« will be 
the vrrv f:r-t t-i t^^uit itt aSHtinlitv. .TiMt rrnnMnlier f«ic a 
momont w«' an* not livini; in the old dav4 lirfore tl>e l*nii«, 
and wo havo n«>t the riirht. if we had the |w)wrr, to tbtom 
our age back into the barbarism it has escaped from.* 



THE OLD LEAVEN. 147 

" Barbarism ! The days of poor Yelverton, and Ponsonby, 
and Harry Grattan, and Parsons, and Ned Lysagbt, barbar- 
ism ! Ah ! my dear Tom, I wish we had a few of such bar- 
barians here now, and I 'd ask for another bottle or two of 
that port." 

^^ I '11 not give it a milder word ; and what 's more, I 'U 
not saffer you to tarnish a time-honored name by a folly 
which even a boy would be blamed for. My dear old friend, 
just grant me a little patience." 

^^This is cool, certainly," said Barrington, laughing. 
*^ You have said all manner of outrageous things to me for 
half an hour unopposed, and now you cry have patience." 

^^ Give me your honor now that this shall not go further." 

" I cannot, Tom, — I assure you, I cannot." 

*' What do you mean by ' you cannot'? ' cried "Withering, 
angrily. 

^^ I mean just what I said. If you had accepted a man's 
brief, Tom Withering, there is a professional etiquette which 
would prevent your giving it up and abandoning him ; and 
so there are situations between men of the world which claim 
exactly as rigid an observance. I told Stapylton I would 
be at his orders, and I mean to keep my word." 

" Not if you had no right to pledge it ; not if I can prove 
to you that this quarrel was a mere got-up altercation to 
turn you from an inquiry which this man dare not face." 

" This is too subtle for me. Withering. — far too subtle." 

^* No such thing, Barrington ; but I will make it plainer. 
IIow if the man you are going to meet had no right to the 
name he bears?" 

** What do I care for his name? " 

*^ Don't you care for the falsehood by which he ha» as- 
sumed one that is not his own?" 

** I may be sorry that be is not more clean-hande<l ; but 
I ten you again, Tom, they never indulged f<ucb punc- 
tilios In our young days, and I 'm too old to go Uj bchf^A 
again ! " 

*' I declare, Barrington, you provoke mo," nuv\ Wn-, 
lawyer, rising, and pacing the room with hfi«^ty nXrhh-i-.. 
** After years and years of weary toil. alrn<^>«t 'li*»li<'artir)w| 
by defeat and failure, we at last see the outline of lan^l ; 
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a few more days — or it tnay lie hours — of peracTcrancr 
may accoinplUb our task. Since I arose thin iiitinitni; I 
bave Icarneil more of our caM*, Hei*ii my way mor«* rlrarly 
through matters which have Imig |)uzzle«l me, tluui tlic* o^t 
of yearn has tau>;lit me. I haw paHMtl finir Inuirs with ui>c 
whi> would t^ive his life to s«*r%'e yiMi, liut wbiNM* name I wa* 
nt>t at IilH*rtv to divulge, save in the laitt nf<vi%*»itv. ami tt«r 
n^ason.4 for whicli reniTve 1 heartily concur in; ainl uuw, l>y 
a rash and f<>oUMh altercution« you would |oi>|iartly cvim • 
thiip^. Do you wonder if 1 lose tem|)err*' 

** You have p>t me inti> such a stats of tiewililrnnrn!. 
Tom. tliat 1 don't know what 1 am aski*il to agree Ui. Ilu: 
whi> irt your frieml, — is u't it a woman? '* 

** It is not a wcnnan.'* 

** I *d have U*t live pounds it was ! When as sharp a 
fellow as you takes the wrong line of country, it *s gcui-ra!ly 
a wt>man is lca«ling the way ovit the fonctii.'* 

**This time your clever theory is at fault." 

** Well, who is it? Out with him, Tom. I have d- l 
s>> manv stanch friends in Uie world that 1 can afforxl :-» 
ignore them.'* 

** I will tell vou hirt name on one c«)n<lition.'* 

•' 1 ajM-i». Wlial is tin* condition?" 

** It i« thin: tii:it whi'ii vou hrar it vni willdUmi«« fr --, 
your mind th'tii^li it \n* only f<»r a l>ri«-f «i*n<v .-x.l *.. . 
pn-judHi-^ that Nfiir-* ni:iy li:ivv hc:4HN| a;:.iii)'«t Xw.v. a- 
ftu!TtT WW t<» nliow you X\\i\\ t/'t^ with all v«>iir l*« luf ir. % . 
own f:iirii«— ♦, aro h«»t yK: and with .i \\r:u c^tiv^rti .. 

c »ndiTi>>i) ! 

'• Wrll, il twi^X U» o\vn«Nt I Afii jj liii^ t» |i.i\ pn!!-. 
smaitly f<»r my infirinHti *u," h:ii<1 ll:irrin;^t*'!i. Ui2):bii}^. 
** And if v>ii :iri' :iU>.it to {•it-:i(Ii to iiif, il will i«<it !«• % 
* cli:irity ' H«'rni<»ii; i^nt. a^ 1 r«ai-l U-furr, I a;,:uA* to rvrr^- 
thin;;." 

WilliiTiit:! nt' •)•!>« l )ii<« ^'A.k and ri-'«iimt'<l it atrain. It 
wa4 rviih-iit 111- hAil ii-'l r^at^i'.id hiniM'lf 1h»w he sb^wiVI 
pfiMviil, and \iv hm*k*i\ .'iL'it.ititl ami un(U*riiltxl. ** Har- 
rington." !*.iid In-. .It laot, ** you have liail alioul as maiiT 
reverses in hfe as ua>st men, and must have met wiib folly 
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your share of ingratitude and its treatment. Do you feel, 
DOW, in looking back, that there are certain fellows you 
cannot forgive?" 

**One or two, perhaps, push me harder than the rest; 
but if I have no gout flying about me, I don't think I bear 
them any malice." 

** Well, you have no gouty symptoms now, I take it? " 

•* Never felt better for the last twenty years." 

** That is as it should be ; for I want to talk to you of 
a man who, in all our friendship, you have never mentioned 
to me, but whose name I know will open an old wound, — 
Ormsby Conyers." 

Barrington laid down the glass he was lifting to his lips, 
and covered his face with both his hands, nor for some 
moments did he speak a word. '^ Withering/' said he, and 
his voice trembled as he spoke, '^ even your friendship has 
scarcely the right to go this far. The injury the man you 
speak of did me meets me every morning as I open my eyes, 
and my first prayer each day is that I may forgive him, for 
every now and then, as my lone lot in life comes strongly 
before me, I have need to pray for this ; but I have succeeded 
at last, — I have forgiven him from my heart ; but, dear 
friend, let us not talk of what tears open wounds that bleed 
afresli at a touch. I beseech you, let all that be a bygone." 

*•*' That is more than I can do, Barrington ; for it is not to 
me you must acknowledge you have forgiven this man, — 
you must tell it to himself." 

'*That is not needed, Tom. Thousands of long miles 
separate us, and will in all likelihood separate us to the 
last. What does he want with my forgiveness, which is less 
a question between him and me than between me aud 
my own heart?" 

''And yet it is what he most desires on earth; he told me 
so within an hour! " 

*'Told you so, — and within an hour? " 

"Yes, Barrington, he is here. Not in the house," added 
he, hastily, for the suddenness of the annouuceineut iuul 
startled the old man, and agitated him ijieatly. ''Be calm, 
my dear friend," said Withering, layinjj; a luiud on tlie 
other's shoulder. "He who is now come to claim your for- 
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giveneM has never Injured you to tlie extent too belirrr. 
lie anlcH it a* tbe labt trilHite to one Ik* loveil onij lr»4 
than you lovetl him. He Ims told lue evvrytiiiu};, iM-\rr 
•|«ring LiHiiii*lf, nor Heeking l»y any Hubtlvty to excu-i*- a 
fmrticie <»f bin eouduet. l^'t uie XvW you that atory a* I 
beard it. It will be iMiine aolac*!; to you to know tbal \<»ur 
uoble-beart«.*d aon iuapired a frien<l!>»bi|i wbieb, aftrr v.* 
long lapHe t>f yvarK, i-xtracta auch an atontriuent an mi<*- 
act of disloyalty t<i it could demand. Tbia wan Onnat v 
Conyera'fl uuv and tmly treaaou to tbe love tbat lM»un«l tliru;. 
Liatvn to it : '* 

liarrington trii^l to a]M*ak« but could not; no In- ni*<l<lr«l ir. 
aaaent, an<l Witbering ctintinuiHl. Ilia atory wmm tbat wb.i :> 
Uk* readi-r luia already bi*ard fn>m tlie li]Ni nf ('oii\rrii Li:i;- 
aeif, and tbe* old lawyer told it well. If Im* did tioi atlru.| i 
to extenuate tbt* offvnct.* and wrong of <*oiiy«*p*. b«* ni^'mt^l 
tbe |M>wer ami atrengtb of an affection wbieb muid niakr «*i.f 
of tbe baugbtivat of im*n conie f«»rward to a«'i'ii««- liiii:.M.f. 
and at vvrrv coat of bumiliution vindicate tbr im'Mv ua:a:c 
of bia friend. 

**And wbv not bnve avowt^l all tbin iN'forr? — mhx ix*t 

m m 

bavi* H|>are4l bimaelf yearn of Helf-a<'<'UNin^. and ine %«ar^ • f 
aggravatiil uiiMeryr** erii**! Iiarrin;^ttin. 

"lie did niuke the atteinpt. He came tii Ij.u'-:*- -1 a- ,'. 
eiilhteen veairt nilo, and bin iimi euie i«:ih ti» m!i!« !•• \ 
He a<*k(M| to Ik* allowetl to nee vtiii. aiiil M-nt \*«ii ut :..t- •a : 
time an u<lmip4f»ion that be liad injuri'^l \4>ii. ui.<l nu« • 
to M-ek v<'ur for^iveiH— «." 

"Tbal 'i» true, 'I'-nn; all hlrictlv trin-. I n :i « :: • • : .. 
alNuit it. IIiH lettrr wa;< nueh a imh* a- ai. ■:.•.> . » : 
bave UM'il to erii?*ti hitn. Mv own tni.)'* i a: :it *. . w^» 
n*>t t«i \m' tiii!«tt*i| t'Hi l:ir; (••irr«>n' «a« i!i:ikiiij :i • < :«;•!, ai^l 
miu'lit make nie \ iifli«-tiv(-; hm I •.«iii it I m k :• :.;:d, a&^i 
binti'«l It wa<« ^afl■r iti ''. •« liaittN iLaii 'fi'i-. " 

"And iir ha** liiAt I f..ij'itt«n Vi»»ii L'«'ii«riif*i!v. llr »a»-l, 
• It wan witat ««'.I !■• « -iriir tin- fati»« r «■' < ••-••r;:*- |lamn«;t«Bn. ' "■ 

"If 111- 1- li<-ii 111 t:.i- v\\\, n*t\s, lit nie !<iv liiin. Kexncsk* 
Ut. Willittiiij. uliiti :i n.a:i r«>nMii t«i my a^re bia tiiDc U 
uli'trt. ( .tiiiixl ^M- j-< t-< lti:ii at «>iiee?*' 

"Nut feeling eel lain of y.*ur coming up to town to-Uay, 1 
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had arranged with Conyere to «tart far ' ITiit fiamt" n- 
morrow; we were to await the pofli hour, suL if 2U) jesks 
came from you, to leave at teo o'dodL. I -was Hi m^i^ icn 
up at Elvidge's HoteL What say yon if I drir* Lin diivii 
to Reynolds's? Yon stop there, I know-" 

'* With all my heart, Tom. I am folly as impatieot as he 
can be to sign and seal our reoo&dliatioo. Indeed, I feel 
myself already less sinned against than sinning; and an 
act of forgiveness is only an eYch a ng e of prisoners between 
us. If you knew how yoang I fed again at all this, With- 
ering," said he, grasping his friend's hand. "What a happi- 
ness to know that poor Geoige's memory is so revered that 
one who has failed towards him in fidelity should come to 
expiate the wrong thus openly! My fine noble-hearted bar 
deserved this tribute! And he told you how they lortd 
each other; in what a brotherhood they lived; and what a 
glorious fellow George was? Did he tell you of bis geuik^ 
ness ? — womanly softness it was, Tom. A careless olms^^tr 
might have said there was no stufif in him to make a Micbtsu 
and yet where was there his equal? You btari -riiist n^ 
did at Naghapoor and Meerutan, where he held a lU'Jtxiniktw 
pass with three squadrons against a whole amnr ^jgyt. uu{ 
never owned to being wounded till he fell laiirtiur Inm hm 
horse on the retreat Oh, let me not speak uf tui** iiiii^ 
or my heart will burst I must leave jcm. uit f ->«fiit ii:*. 
agitation will unfit me for much thai k :#«;«rt»r ui*- ^ ,^ 
go, I beseech you, and when you mst lut lv-iinm»r -i*^ '; 
find I am all mvself a^n.** 

It was in silence they graejud twa, viwr* ixf^\ ^^ 
parted. 



CHAPTER XYL 



Bakkexgtox scarcelj dosed his ejes that oight after he 
had parted with Witherii^^ so full was he of thinking over 
all he had heard. ^''It was^" as he repeated to himself over 
and over again, ^^ ^ such glorioas news ' to hear that it was 
no long-laid plot, no dark treachefj, had brought poor 
George to his grave, and that the trusted friend had not 
turned oat a secret enemv. How prone we are,** thought 
he, ^^to soffer our suspicions to grow into convictions, just 
by the mere f wee of time. Conjers was neither better nor 
worse than scores of young fellows entering on life, undisci- 
plined in self-restraint, and untutored bj converse with the 
worid; and in his sorrow and repentance he is far and away 
above most men. It was fine of him to come thus, and 
become his own accuser, rather than suffer a shade of re- 
proach to rest upon the fame of his friend. And this repa- 
ration he would have made years ago, but for my impa- 
tience. It was I that would not listen, — would not 
admit it. 

^^I believe in my heart, then, this confession has a higher 
value for me than woald the gain of our great suit. It is 
such a testimony to my brave boy as but one man living 
could offer. It is a declaration to the world that says, 
* Here am I, high in station, covered with dignities and rich 
in rewards: vet there was a man whose fate has never inter- 
ested you, over whose fall you never sorrowed; hundreds of 
times my superior.' What a reward is this for all my life 
of toil and struggle, — what a glorious victory, when the 
battle looked so doubtful ! People will see at last it is not 
an old man's phantasy; it is not the headlong affection of 
a father for his son has made me pursue this reparation for 
him here. There is a witness *" come to judgment,' who will 
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tell them what George Baniz^ioc vb»: iti^ Boiik at s 
how glorious as a soldier.** 

While the old man revelled in tt»t i2ssgime» of Txteat 
thoughts, so absorbed was be bj tbRc uxsi lat u-ju^'^x iinscn 
the immediate object which had oocai>kjizicc i^t jkmnipT. — 
forgot Stapyltou and the meeting, and all ijxai bad lee ic h. 
Thus passed the hours of the night: azid as iiHr dar brukt. 
he arose, impatient to actual fererishixseft fcr "Qit euming 
interview. He tried by some oocQpatioD to £12 1^ ^Mt -^jxat.. 
He sat down to write to his sister an accooct of iJl WjiiieF- 
ing had told him, leaving the rest to be added afier -Qit 
meeting; but he found, as he read it over, that afier xkif 
mention of George's name, nothing dropped firaa ia§ jibl 
but praises of him. It was all about his geoerositj. Ms 
open- hearted uess, and his bravery. ^^Tbis would bool 
downright extravagant," said he, as he crashed the paper 
in his hand, ^Uill she hears it from the lips of Coojeis 
himself." He began another letter, but somehow again he 
glide<l into the self-same channel. 

'"This will never do," said he; "there's nothing for it bat 
a brisk walk." So saying he sallied out into the deserted 
streets, for few were about at that early hour. Barrington 
turned his steps towards the country, and soon gained one 
of those shady alleys which lead towards Finglas. It was 
a neighborhood be had once known well, and a favorite 
resort of those pleasant fellows who thought they compen* 
sated for a hard night at Daly's by sipping syllabab of a 
morning on a dewy meadow. He once had rented a little 
cottage there ; a fancy of poor George's it was, that there 
were some trout in the stream beside it: and Barrington 
strolled along till he came to a little moondr from which 
he coald see the place, sadly changed and dilapidated 9tnce 
he knew it Instead of the rostie bridge that emmed tlie 
river, a single plank now spanned die atreanu and in th#^ 
disorder and neglect of all aroond* ft wsa eaay tn ^pe if Imd 
fallen to the lot of a peasant to live in it. A*» PUninefr^n 
was aboot to turn away, he »w an nid man — mminfuksihl'r 
a gentleman — ascending rhe hilL ^rh i -»horr .MPiB#^.r#* i 
his haml. As the path was a narrow >n^. ^ ^i?*^. '»«^*^ 
fore, for the other's arrivai. lefom .v m^^m .> »-4^.f*f;#* 
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man, trembling with eagerness: ^^was it he who lived here? 
I may ask, sir, for I am his father! " 

^^And I am Ormsby Conyers," said the other; and his 
face became pale, and his knees trembled as he said iL 

"Give me your hand, Conyers," cried Harrington, — "the 
hand that my dear boy has so often pressed in friendship. I 
know all that you were to each other, all that you would be 
to his memory." 

"Can you forgive me?" said Conyers. 

"I have, for many a year. I forgave you when I thought 
you had been his enemy. T now know you had only been 
your own to sacrifice such love, such affection as he bore 
you." 

" I never loved him more than I have hated myself for my 
conduct towards him." 

"Let us talk of George, — he loved us both," said Bar- 
ringtou, who still held Conyers by the hand. "It is a theme 
none but yourself can rival me in interest for." 

It was not easy for Conyers to attain that calm which 
could enable him to answer the other's questions; but by 
degrees he grew to talk freely, assisted a good deal by the 
likeness of the old man to his son, — a resemblance in man- 
ner even as much as look, — and thus, before they reached 
town again, they had become like familiar friends. 

Barrington could never hear enough of George; even of 
the incidents he had heard of by letter, he liked to listen to 
the details again, and to mark how all the traits of that 
dear boy had been appreciated by others. 

"I must keep you my prisoner," said Barrington, as 
they gained the door of his hotel. "The thirst I have is 
not easily slaked; remember that for more than thirty 
years I have had none to talk to me of my boy ! I know 
all about your appointment with Withering ; he was to have 
brought you here this morning to see me, and my old friend 
will rejoice when he comes and finds us here together.** 

"He was certain you would come up to town," said Con- 
yers, "when you got his letters. You would see at once 
that there were matters which should be promptly dealt 
with; and he said, ' Barrington will be my guest at dinner 
to-morrow."* 
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*'I have more than I need; and if Fred will let me have a 
bungalow in his garden, I '11 make it all over to him to- 
morrow." 

''It is then with your entire consent he would make this 
offer?" 

**With my whole heart in it! I shall never feel I have 
repaired the injury I have done George Barrington till I 
have called his daughter my own." 

Old Ban-ington arose, aud walked up and down ttrith slow 
and measured steps. At last he halted directly in front of 
General Conyers, and said, — 

"If you will do me one kindness, I will agree to every- 
thing. What am I saying? I agree already; and I would 
not make a bargain of my consent; but you will not refuse 
me a favor?" 

''Ask me anything, and I promise it on the faith of a 
gentleman." 

"It is this, then; that you will stand by me in this affair 
of Stapylton's. I have gone too far for subtleties or nice- 
ties. It is no question of who was his father, or what was 
his own bringing up. I have told him I should be at his 
ordera, and don't let me break my word." 

"If you choose me for your friend, Barrington, you must 
not dictate how I am to act for you." 

"That is quite true; you are perfectly correct there," said 
the other, in some confusion. 

"On that condition, then, that I am free to do for you 
what I would agree to in my own case, I accept the 
charge." 

"And there is to be no humbug of consideration for my 
age and my white hairs ; none of that nonsense about a fellow 
with one leg in the grave. Mark you, Conyers, I will stand 
none of these; I have never taken a writ of ease not to serve 
on a Jury, nor will I hear of one that exempts me from the 
rights of a gentleman." 

"I have got your full powers to treat, and you must trust 
me. Where are we to find Stapylton's friend? " 

" He gave me an address which I never looked at. Here 
it 18 ! " and he drew a card from his pocket. 

" Captain Dufif Brown, late Fifth Fusiliers, Holt's Hotel, 
ChariDg Cross." 
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CHAPTER XVn. 

MEET COMPANIONSHIP. 

In a very modest chamber of a house in one of the streets 
which lead from the Strand to the Thames, two persons sat 
at sapper. It is no time for lengthened introductions, and 
I must present Captain Duff Brown very hurriedly to my 
reader, as he confronted his friend Stapylton at table. The 
Captain was a jovial-looking, full-whiskered, somewhat cor- 
pulent man, with a ready reply, a ready laugh, and a hand 
readier than either, whether the weapon wielded was a 
billiard-cue or a pistol. 

The board before them was covered with oysters and 
oyster-shells, porter in its pewter, a square-shaped decanter 
of gin, and a bundle of cigars. The cloth was dirty, the 
knives unclean, and the candles ill-matched and of tallow ; 
but the guests did not seem to have bestowed much attention 
to these demerits, but ate and drank like men who enjoyed 
their fare. 

" The best country in Europe, — the best in the world, — 
I call England for a fellow who knows life,*' cried the Cap- 
tain. '^ There is nothing you cannot do; nothing you can- 
not have in it." 

" With eight thousand a year, perhaps," said Stapylton, 
sarcastically. 

*^No need of anything like it. Does any man want a 
better supper than we have had to-night? What better 
could he luive? And the whole cost not over five, or at 
most six shillings for the pair of us." 

** You may talk till you are hoarse. Duff, but I '11 not stay 
in it When once I have settled these two or three matters 
I have told you of, I'll start for — I don't much care 
whither. I'll go to Persia, or perhaps to the Yankees." 
VOL. n. — 11 
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'And be *8 a fine old fellow, too/' muI Supyituu, half 
Mdly. 

^^Why didu't you tell bim to drop in tbu eveiiiiig aoil 
bavealitUeeVarre:'** 

For a wbile Stapylton leaued bin bead on bia bantl iD«HHi. 
Uy« and aaid notbiiig. 

^*Cbeer u|i, man! Tai»tA.* tbat IlullandH. I ii«r%'rr luixr^i 
better/' said Brown. 

**I begin to regret now. Duff, tbat I didn't take viiur 
ad%'ice/' 

^SVnd run awav witb lier?" 

**Yeat it would bavi* U-en tbe rigbt rt>uni«*, aftrr alK '* 

*^I knew it I alwayii iiald it. I told you ovrr an^l uvrr 
again wbat would ba|>|)en if you went to «ii»rk in «*rilrrly 
fasbion. Tbey 'd at onci* nay, * Wiio an* y«»ur |in>|>lr« ~ 
wbere are tbev« — wbat bavi* tbev? ' Now, \v\ a luau lir a* 
inventive a« l>aniel Ik'foe biumelf, tbere will ulwa\ii Ahp 
oat aome flaw or otlier about a nanus or a elate, — datr» %tr 
tbe verv devil ! ilut wben vou bave once t.*arried brr off, 
wbat can tbey do hut couipromiiie ? " 

**8be would never bave coiuM'nted." 

*M 'd not bave aaketl Iter. I 'd bave given ber tlie lieoeCt 
of tbe curttomii of the land nbe livi<«| in. ainl mailr it s 
regular aUltiction. l':i«li|y i«onii*lMM|y aii«l Ti-reiice **«nM^ 
tbin}( clrte are ulwayn rt>ady t«i ri-k their n«*4'k« f<»r a pint tf 
wbirtkev and a hreach of the law*/* 

**I don't think I (*ouItl have bnMiuht niv«elf t<» it." 

*'/couhl, 1 pn>nii»ie y«»ii/* 

**And there 'm an eml t»f a man after micU a thiti^" 

** Vei4. if he faiU. If he *a nwrtaki-n and thrA*tK«l. I 
grant you he not only ItiHrn the i!nnit*. hut i^et.t th«* rani* la 
bia iai*e. U'^idrs. Hut whv f:iil? N«»1mm1v fniU wbra br 
wantM to win, — whi'U he (hteriitiiir** t«» win When I 
De Courry at AHl«'rahad — " 

'M><»n*l hriipj u|> that afTair. at leaf«t, a;* <>ne of 
Duff. 1 neither <1«-Mri> to U* trtnl f«>r a capital fdoaj* 
to have ronnnitti*! nm-." 

''Capital fi.I.U.Mi.k-*: A*« if men did not flglM 
e%'ery day nf thi* wrrk; the iliffrrence lietweea gsUl 
iuuitivnre hviti;: that one fellow's band ahook» 
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otber'B was ateadj. De Comr vcsjd skt« ' aK«c«i ~ "j- 
if 1 'd have let him." 

" And so j/ou would have cuiied Ms <£. Mask Dnf r " 
eaid SUpylton, slowly. 

"Yes ; if she had the pot of stoDcr roc efiak cC mi b» 
Lord Chancellor for a gaaidiaa. I 'd i^^t maot lu uJag 
sure at once." 

"The money ahe will and most hsTc: bo nzx^ u couil.' 

"Then I 'd have made tbe remaiDdcr jost a* c^^aii>.'' 

"It is a vulgar crime. Doff; it wocdd be ^"ox had id 
Btoop to it." 

"Fifty things are harder, — do cmfth. do credit are barder. 
The Fleet is harder. Bot what is that omm? Don't joa 
hear a knock at tbe door? Yea, there '9 aofoe ooe witbom 
who haao't much patience." So saying, be anae aod 
walked to the door. As he opeoed it. he started back a 
little with sorprise, for it was a police constable stood be- 
fore him. 

"Not you. Captain, not yott, sir! it's another gentleman 
I want. I see bim at the table there, — Major Stapyltoo." 
By tbia time the man had entered tbe room and stood in 
front of the fire. "I have a warrant against yoo. Major, " 
said he, quietly. "Infonnatione have been sworn before 
Mr. Colt that yon intend to fight a duel, and yon must 
appear at tbe office to-morrow, to eat«r into yonr bond, and 
to give securities to keep the peace." 

"Who swore the informations?" cried Brown. 

"Wbat have we to do with that?" said Stapyltoo, impa- 
tiently. "Isn't tbe world full of meddling old women? 
Who wants to know tbe names?" 

"I '11 lay tbe odds it was 0I1I Coiiytirs; the groat^st hum- 
bag in that land of humbn^'^^, — lieagal. It was be tlial 
insisted on my leaving the Fiftb. Come Seigeaut, out 
with it. Tbia waa General Cunyere'e duing ? " 

"I'm aorry to be obliged to declare jou in custotlv. 
Major," said the policeman: "Imt if wii like to come ovci 
to Mr. Colt's private residence, 1 'm surp be*d settle lh» j 
matter this evening." 

"He'll do no such thing, by George!" cried : 
"Tbe sneaking di^s wbo have taken this shabby ( 




xavmM ts stodr In tiMtee aatd lam i ]xiB SBiifaitaoBE. I 'd 
mcteh <n^Br imii aad fofie^ idm, ^eos^ ms it ipcre, Mb dear- 
«Bttxf aflfraffndft, — isad badkivsFds! ^ 

^T^ufi is tlimmii e MOBmaSae^BBL I^ to bed," said 
Steprltan, tikii^ a tanik from liie tBide. 

'^Wcll, if yoQ XDBAt ^lom liiis Sb&ow, ma;^ till ke's bbt- 
xied; wa3£t tmr Hbt hmx^moatiJ^ 

^Tbeant's Bomt wue is tba^ IH go azid steep Ofrer it.** 



t-Jsav. • !«; -■_■ _ _ - -' -■ ^ - -_ 

l.fjiu l-^ : r-._i ._.,■._--. _ - _ -_ 

t<jiutr away. ' 

VMur way. il y ■- i^^. " —-L-.- _r :. — t ..-..- . 
fn>m iLis a^ (jj'jl. u — .; >- I ^-^ - -.■-■ :t^ — ;-. : — 
txciU'iiieiit." 

1 duu'l exattly kn-^w wiitrt -. i:.. 7tul-.-. ;- ^-:: ^. 

III Prussia tbere uiv iw-. sei.-.-:,^*^ r-r-r-j-. i_;_ij- ;.-. 
I 'ill otiidt'inuHl to eiglji yeort' iiLri ;&:• •: il T" _-i~z.: -.;_ 
anil t>ruDounced dead in Austria for nry si^it^ e i::;- ' -..s~ 
tian disturbauce." 

"Don't tell me of thrae rascalities. Bac *ataau. '«iwi ^ 
man ia driven to tbem, but dowmieht infaan- \i- vt praaL 
of.' 

"Hare you never tbougbt of going into tbrQai^ 2''«e 
a notion yon 'd be a elunniog preadier." 

"Give up this bant«riDg. Duff, am] lell ntehd 
hold of young Conyers, I M ratber put a faafl 1 
than be a Lieu l«nant-G cue ral. He bat emt h 
abeaiL That silly coxcomb has doiiBj 
ileitin; tfaaa teons of real eoemlea. 
be totfen««*h^ in tbe very mil 

"I 'd iaA« loot him. If I bail I ! . 
bu lorn «f mamr. SupTliMi.. m 
but Sm let ««'laad U.-' 
man Ma «nd[ <n m>«a.v 
my i«d, I'd Aeri* i^ 
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myself to study his tsstes and learn his ambitions. I M 
walcb over bim and follow him, lieing, as it werr, hin drar- 
est of all frieudsv — read backwanis! '* 

*^Tkis is tiresome scouudrelism. I 'II to bed,** mi.! 
Stapyltou, taking a candle from the table. 

** Well, if you must shoot this fellow, wait till be 's mar- 
ried; wait for the honeymoon.*' 

^'There 's some sense in that. I '11 go ami klrr|> over it. ' 
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''Tor Bun eoBe down «nd i» icr uut or. Ton;. «< «■« sl 
(4d aont <rf aisc U nmi ■nimii'i «dc Bmimr tt- yuaas 
DilL **1 BcnH' c^n^cd F*'"^ '^ ***^ 'i'^' '^^'^ ^^ -Imuc 
wbeomr I baded n Fftftni auc swli six lu^.'m lu j! 
I were u do w> wMr." 

"Boi vin* fthMld I su. ht? Mj jnwHieft wnukc inrr 
tiMiMe xbt txmlon <£ * ixaajj Tywcng..' 

will be sDCii » nriHBfdi 10 ice sauuui^ liL hf imyitw im-- 
to have h>d » Tifii &■«» nw iwrt i£ lut B^- — iiK jcIikv 
tbu all tke priw-rtfif «c ±bL tf, Vin^ mu. jnn. ten 
wonb ire h — Jiei fwwwir » mt. I'n. vw wot I nnor 
DM sar doalie a« ■■(&.' 
" la tbai case, n, I *n pgiJwtgy s wir utok^' 
And di^n tber weak, aad kttdm jm- ul ^uk tu.-^ i^vr 
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people feel a pride in being even passingly mixed up witii 
your name?" 

"If they only knew how much I have to be ashamed of 
before I can begin to feel vain, they 'd not be so ready with 
their praise or their flattery." 

" I '11 talk over all that with your sister Polly," said Hun- 
ter, gayly; for he saw the serious spu*it that was gaining 
over the poor fellow. 

"Do so, sir; and you'll soon see, if there's anything 
good or hopeful about me, where it comes from and who 
gave it,** 
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catch the evening coach. Thus detained, we only arrived here on 
Sunday night late. At my club I found a note from Stapylton, stat- 
ing that he had daily called there to learn if we had come, but the 
boisterous state of the weather sufficiently explained our delay, and 
giving an address where he might be found, as well as that of *' his 
friend/' Now, it so chanced that this friend was a very notorious 
person well known to me in India, where he had been tried for an 
unfair duel, and narrowly escaped — I should say unjustly escaped 
— being hanged. Though I had fully made up my mind not to be 
placed in any relations with such a man, I thought it would be as well 
that Harrington should know the character of his antagonist's friend 
from other sources, and so I invited an old Bengal companion of 
mine to dine with us the day after we arrived. Stamer was a judge 
of the criminal court, and tried Duff Brown, the man I speak of. 
As we sat over our wine together, we got upon this case, and Stamer 
declared that it was the only criminal cause in his whole life wherein 
he regretted the escape of the guilty party. ** The fellow," said he, 
"^ defended himself in a three hours' speech, ably and powerfully ; 
but enunciated at times — as it were unconsciously — sentiments so 
abominable and so atrocious as to destroy the sympathy a part of his 
discourse excited. But somehow boldness has its fascination, and he 
was acquitted." 

Barrington's old-fashioned notions were not, however, to be 
shocked even by this narrative, and he whispered to me, ^ Unpleas- 
ant for yoUf Conyers. Wish it might have been otherwise, but it 
can't be helped." We next turned to discuss Duff Brown's friend, 
and Stamer exclaimed, " Why, that 's the man they have been mak- 
ing all this fuss about in India. He was, or he said he was, the 
adopted son of Howard Stapylton; but the family never believed 
the adoption, nor consented to receive him, and at this moment a 
Moonshee, who acted as Persian secretary to old Stapylton, has 
turned up with some curious disclosures, which, if true, would show 
that this young fellow held a very humble position in Stapylton's 
household, and never was in his confidence. This Moonshee was at 
Malta a few weeks ago, and may be, for aught I know, in England 
now." 

I asked and obtained Barrington's permission to tell how we were 
ourselves involved with this Major Stapylton, and he quickly de- 
clared that, while the man stood thus accused, there could be no 
thought of according him a satisfaction. The opinion was not the 
less stringent that Stamer was himself an Irishman and of a fight- 
ing family. 

I am not very sure that we made Barrington a convert to our 
opinions, but we at least, as we separated for the night, left him 
doubtful and hesitating. I had not been in bed above an hour, when 
Mr. Withering awoke me. He had followed us from Dublin as 
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Mr UKAK Kkkk. — n<i« lia|>|>v I bid lliat ymi Nn- rdjoiitii; titt 
M-lf; iIhitI id Umj; willi i>hi. niicliiiii; niulil liatp '^ivrn oh i;nsl«r 
|4i«-ure llun v<iur IttlUT. [ lik<-]riiur j-inrail •<( ll<v •■)>l Uili. «lr«* 
ci'i-«iiirii'ilie< 4tv Dvvvr ii>> •iii-i-li-iil wiili hhw rliarmin|> ir^iit uJ 
ili«|a«i(iuii, iuul d Daiun' t'luiiii-Dik liiitli-oiiuiM m-I li»ii<ir«lH> . >^ 
wlijr nut auitf >l«Hit .liMF|>liiD> 'f Mw i. tunlt ..fi.iHr id ,i.<.r 
lluiusfhl* lluiii }<Hir unr )<rii'f |«r>i;ra|ili wiiuM •■••[■■■■k, aa-l li*> kr 
•liH- ■ban- in UMkini; tU' riitu;-p tlia ilrllshtfiil Ihiom- iiiu -It- nl» it 
to >■-. 1 i-iiiri'it ii>u 111 )■■ toiirv u|i>-n *n-l mi>n' r\|ilii-ii u* ihn 
tlHTtiu'. (or II uuiv tit )■• luanv lUv* l>i-(iirr I raa r\)ili-r(> ifar ■■!>« 
fur mi- If: .inn-, iii.l.xl of tlir 'liriif mt^eair I rab-ubtnl <«. •• 
inav. (or iiiii;lil 1 kniiw, be ili-taiitcil Ihtc f'lr mnim- Bwh* 

It i> rlrar lu iiu-. froni titir bit. k mrfr <if uinv fnm Li>rrpat4 to 
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I give you my word, Dinah, I M rather have earned my daily bread 
with a spade, or, when too old for that, taken to fishing for a 
livelihood. 

But why do I complain of anything at this moment ? When have 
I been so truly happy for many a long year ? Conyers never leaves 
me, — he talks of George from morning to night. And I now see 
that with all my affection for that dear boy, I only half knew his 
noble nature, his fine and generous character. If you only heard of 
the benevolent things he has done ; the poor fellows he has sent 
home to their families at his own cost ; the sums he has transmitted 
to wives and widows of soldiers in England ; the children whose care 
and support he has provided for I These were the real drains on 
that fortune that the world thought wasted and squandered in ex- 
travagance. And do you know, Dinah, there is a vein of intense 
egotism in my heart that I never so much as suspected I I found it out 
by chance, — it was in marking how far less I was touched by the 
highest and best traits of my poor boy than by the signs of love to 
myself I and when Conyers said, ** He was always talking about you ; 
he never did anything important without the question, * How would 
" Dad *' like this, I wonder? would ** Dad " say " God speed " in 
this case ? ' And his first glass of wine every day was to the health 
of that dear old father over the seas." 

To you who loved him only a little less than myself, I have no 
shame in the confession of this weakness. I suppose Conyers, how- 
ever, has hit upon it, for he harps on this theme continually, and, 
in sheer pride of heart, I feel ten years younger for it. 

Here comes Withering to say, " Some more wonderful news; " but 
I have begged him to keep it till I have sealed this letter, which if it 
grows any longer, I Ml never have courage to send to you. A dozen 
kisses to Fifine I can, however, transmit without any increase to 
the postage. Give my love to young Conyers; tell him I am 
charmed with his father, — I never met any one so companionable 
to me, and I only long for the day when the same roof shall cover 
all of U8. 

Yours, my dearest sister, ever affectionately, 

Peter Barringtox. 



FBOM T. WITBEBING, ESQ., TO MISS DINAH HARRINGTON, 

"THE HOME." 

Long's Hotel, Bond Street. 

Mt DEAR Miss Barrington, — If your brother has deputed me 
to write to yon, it is not that he is ill, but simply that the excitement 
caused by some late events here has so completely mastered him 
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that he can neither sit quiet a moment, nor address him steadily to 
any task. Nor am I surprised it should be so. Old, weather-beaten 
sailor on the ocean of life as I am, 1 feel an amount of feverishness 
and anxiety I am half ashamed of. Truth is, my dear Miss Dinah, we 
lawyers get so much habituated to certain routine rogueries that we 
are almost shocked when we hear of a wickedness not desismated bv 
a statute. But I must not occupy your time with such speculations, 
the more since I have only a brief space to give to that report of 
proceedings to which I want your attention. And, first of all, I will 
entreat you to forgive me for all want of sequence or connection in 
what I may say, since events have grown so jumbled together in my 
mind, that it is perfectly impossible for me to be certain whether 
what I relate should come before or after some other recorded fact. 
In a word, I mean to give you an outline of our discoveries, without 
showing the track of our voyage on the map, or even saying how we 
came by our knowledge. 

You are aware, Harrington tells me, how Stapylton came by the 
name he bears. Aware that he was for some of his earlier years 
domesticated with old Howard Stapylton at Ghurtnapore, in some 
capacity between confidential valet and secretary, — a position that 
was at once one of subordination and trust, — it would now appear 
that a Moonshee, who had long served Colonel Harrington as Persian 
correspondent, came into Howard Stapylton's service in the same 
capacity : how introduced, or by whom, we know not. With this 
Moonshee, the young fellow I speak of became an intimate and close 
friend, and it is supposed obtained from him all that knowledge of 
your nephew's affairs which enabled him to sec to what his claim 
pretended, and what were its prospects of success. It is now clear 
enough that he only re<rArded this knowledge at first as a means of 
obtaining favor from the Indian Government. It was, in fact, by 
ceding to them in detail certain documents, that he got his first com- 
mission in the Madras Fusiliers, and afterwards his promotion in the 
same rejriment; and when, crrown more ambitious, he determined to 
enter the King's service, the money for purchase came from the 
same source. Heine:, however, a fellow of extravagant habits, his 
demands grew at last to be deemed excessive and importunate; and 
thoujrh his debts had been pai<l three several times, he was again 
found involving himself as before, and again requiring assistance. 
This application was, however, resisted ; and it was apparently on 
the strenjjth of that refusal that he suddenlv chanojed his tactics, 
turned his attention towarils us, and bethought him that by forward- 
ing your grandniece's claim, — if he could but win her affections in 
the mean while, — he would secure as a wife one of the richest heir- 

'^n in Europe. An examination of dates proves this, by showing that 
Application to the Indian Board was only a few weeks before 
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he exchanged into the regiment of Hussars he lately served with, and 
just then ordered to occupy Kilkenny. In one word, when it was no 
longer profitable to oppose Josephine's claim, he determined to sup- 
port it and make it his own. The "Company," however, fully 
assured that by the papers in their possession they could prove their 
own cause against Colonel Barrington, resisted all his menaces, — 
when, what does he do ? It was what only a very daring and reck- 
less fellow would ever have thought of, — one of those insolent feats 
of boldness that succeed by the very shock they create. He goes to 
the Secret Committee at the India House and says : ** Of the eigh- 
teen documents I have given you, seven are false. I will not tell 
you which they are, but if you do not speedily compromise this claim 
and make a satisfactory settlement on Colonel Harrington's daughter, 
I '11 denounce you, at all the peril it may be to myself.'' At first 
they agree, then they hesitate, then they treat again, and so does the 
affair proceed, till suddenly — no one can guess why — they assume 
a tone of open defiance, and flatly declare they will hold no further 
intercourse with him, and even threaten with exposure any demand 
on his part. 

This rejection of him came at a critical moment. It was just 
when the press had begun to comment on the cruelty of his conduct 
at Peterloo, and when a sort of cry was got up through the country 
to have him dismissed from the service. We all saw, but never sus- 
pected, why he was so terribly cut up at this time. It was hard to 
believe that he could have taken mere newspaper censure so much 
to heart. We never guessed the real cause, never saw that he was 
driven to his last expedient, and obliged to prejudice all his hope of 
success by precipitancy. If he could not make Josephine his wife 
at once, on the very moment, all was lost. He made a bold effort at 
this. Who knows if he might not have succeeded but for you, as 
Josephine was very young, my old friend himself utterly unfit to 
cope with anything but open hostility ? I say again, I 'd not have 
answered for the result if you had not been in command of the for- 
tress. At all events, he failed ; and in the failure lost his temper so 
far as to force a quarrel upon your brother. He failed, however ; 
and no sooner was he down, than the world was atop of him : credi- 
tors, Jews, bill-discounters, and, last of all, the Stapyltons, who, so 
long as he bore their family name thousands of miles off, or associ- 
ated it with deeds of gallantry, said nothing; now, that they saw it 
held up to attack and insult, came forward to declare that he never 
belonged to them, and at length appealed formally to the Horse 
Guards, to learn under what designation he had entered the service, 
and at what period taken the name he went by. 

Stapylton's application for leave to sell out had just been sent in ; 
and once more the newspapers set up the cry that this man should 
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I omit a great deal, not without its Interest, but rewrving it foi 
anolbtr lioit;, and I'ome to hia ai-couct of tlic uigfal on which lie wa: 
wounded. He said that as the cavalry marched on that moraiog 
into Manchester, he was gtruclt by seeing at the bead of ihe regiment 
one be had nurer set his eyes on for jears, but whose features he 
knew loo well to be deveivi^ in. 

■' [ trivd to get Dear him, that he might recognize mc," said he ; 
>- but tlie crowd kept uk back, and I cMuld not. I thought, indeed, 
at one momenl he bad Ken me, and knew me ; but as he turned his 
hcail away, I Kuppoeed I was mistaken. 

'' It WHS on the following evening, when the riot broke out in Mill 
Street, that I taw liin next. 1 wa< standing at the door of a 
chctiiist's shop when the cavalrj rode by at a walk. There was a 
small body of them in front, at about forty or fifty paces, and who, 
finding a son of bardcade across the street, returned to the main 
iMdy. where they seemed to be reporting this. A er^ arose that the 
troops had been blocked up at the rear, and at the same instant a 
sliuwer of stones came from the side-streets and the house-tops. 
Thinking to do liiin a service, 1 made my way towards him I knew, 
in order to l«ll him by wliat way he could make bis escape; and 
jostled and pushed, and half ridden down, 1 laid my hand on Ids 
horse's shoulder to keep myself from falling. ' Stand back, you 
aeoundrel I ' said he, striking me with the hilt of his sword in the 
face. ' Don't you know me, master ? ' cried I, in terror. Ite bent 
down in his saddle till his face was almost close to mine, and then, 
raining his hone back to give him room for a blow, he aimed a 
detperate cut at me. I saw it combg, and threw myself ilown ; 
but I row the next instant and ran. The street was alntuly >o 
elearbythis time, I got into Cleever's Alley, diiwn (3 ran^e Street 
op Uw lane llmt leads to the brick-fields, and at last into 'the fields 
lliemwl*e». I was jml thinking I was safe, wlien I »aw a liorseman 
behind me. Ho ».tw me, and dashed at inc. I tell upon my knees 
t« ask HMTcy, ami be gave me this ; " and he pointed to the bandages 
whkh comtd tu* fun^nad, tuined as iley were with clotted blood 
*• I bfl an in)r fie*, and lia tried to make his hone trample on me ■ 
bat tfe bcMt wmU not, aad be only lon.hed m^ witli his hoot as Iih 
I"""' *"2S. J^*"^ diimonntei! lo see, perhap*, if I were 
"w rioters warned liim lo mount 
f Ibere till morning, h is not 
- that I was taken to the 
I theliered in one of the clay- 
^ t, afraid to tome abroad, 
n ami could take mj 
1 that Heft II-- — 
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nH-anl l-i aiUik Inm : )•> (.riaiiiK ,mM Ix-U i.[ l..> l.r.i:. 1: . 

nut hi* int- iiliiin to k;ii> Im n- ihju a ]-j>-iii.: 1>1 ■ . I •. 

iillvraiiii- of » |]in'l>H> rnr-i' an <-X|irv>i<iii nf ;;ri» t- ;•.-•' ii, i. 

(:a>l - n-< .1II.-I |.nj.i.H<<- l»n^' .|.«iiialil. •n-l lir ^-jw- l\..- t*- 
<ha*i*, an-l >-<il liiiii fwr ihi- hruil, n"! a »'iiri' ib'.. 41. J i> ;< 
unktiniii'iiiiitil lit ill)- ■<ihrrili'tul< lurrairil 

H'» tlK-iii>-»i-l< "i III nil riliH-n, anil iiiai luir (ci n Lim . l-%.i. 

rr|>i;st, I POT ktit'O liini. n<>r i.>u Im' {■ti-uitu- !■> ■'.• L< k;.> 
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Till- Illn-l-i •iN^k-l .1 f I. .iikli •mill . Ri.vli- > K- • 

hiiniiliit. bikI a-Li'l i( Itt- inijhl |miI a f-w >|uc- 
■■ Kiliil.'." 

■• W.ri- »■.., „> N ...l.:,|-..r ill tt» i^ar if thi- rt-.l-?" 
"Yi'<," -■III M.i|>%:i.-i.. lirnili. i..il vti-lililU wilh an •S-n l» 
a,.,-™r i.l... 

-Ill ll r.i fill- -ri-il MliiU Himanl Maf^ll.^i ' ' 

••lull.. »Mi.. - l.iuji.lv ni.|. I litnl«itli iiiiB a* 1.II fr<*»i. 

■■"■■11 '■■ .1 tt-n.ir • 

•Wl.i- ■ ' : »l..tn ., fir.ir,m. I.-tl..'l:..i.|.».r-^- 

■■U--'- 1 -..■ ■ .-.} IT. ■!..■ .li'i.. ..f h- -.■■■"■" I. 1 •». ft 

l>...| I ■•>.-■. .•■'.I :\m-.t. a-l •)'':ik ■.liaWt hr Lm-v 

|.f..Hill'l .!■■■■■ 1 ■• i.'l.. r- 1,,. n....?l,ir il.;.-llliaii f. lM>«li 
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BigncT* in the 10th Foot, and he will, or I much mistake him, do 
honest credit to the recommendation. Hunter takes him about with 
him wherever he goes, telling all about the shipwreck and Tom s 
gallantry, — enough to turn the lad^s head with vauity, but that he is 
a fine, simple-hearted creature, who thinks very little of himself or 
his achievement. He seems to have no other thought than what 
Polly, his sister, will say and think of him. 

He also will be one of our party ; that is if I can persuade him to 
make ** The Home " his headquarters while our friends are with us. 
What a strong muster we shall be ; and how we '11 astonish that old 
bin of Madeira, Dinah ! By the way, I have been rather boastful 
about it to Conyers, and let some bottles have the sun on them for 
a couple of hours every day. 

I should like to try my chance once more of seeing that poor fellow 
at the hospital, but Withering will not hear of it ; he got positively 
ill-tempered at the bare mention of such a wish. Even Conyers 
says, '* Better not,'* with an air that may mean for the sick man's 
sake as much as my own. 

A little more of this life of noise, confusion, and excitement would 
finish me. This city existence, with its incessant events and its never 
ending anxieties, is like walking in a high wind with the chimney- 
pots falling and crashing on every side of one, — while I am pitting 
the fellow whose skull is just cracked, I am forced to remember that 
my own is in danger. And yet there are people who like it ; who tell 
you that out of London there is no living ; that the country is a grave, 
aggravated by the consciousness that one is dead and buried there 1 

On Tuesday, — Wednesday, at farthest^ — Dinali, look out for us. 
I do not believe there is that prize in the wheel that would tempt me 
again away from home 1 and till I reach it, believe, my dear Dinah, 

Your loving brother, 

Peter Barrinotox. 

I have just seen Conyers. He met Sir Harvey Hethrington, the 
Home Secretary, this morning, and they got into a talk over our 
business, and H. said how cruelly I had been treated all this time 
back, and how unfairly poor George's memory was dealt with. 
** We want," said he, ** to show your friend our respect and our 
sympathy, and we have thought of submitting his name to the Kinj; 
for a Baronetcy. How do you think Mr. Barrington himself would 
take our project? " " 1 11 find out," said Conyers, as he told me of 
the conversation. ** If they don't let me off, Conyers,'* said I, " ask 
them to commute it to Knighthood, for the heralds' fees will be 
smaller; but 1 11 try, meanwhile, if I can't escape either." So that 
now, Dinah, yon may expect me on Saturday. I told you what a 
place this was ; you are never sure what may befall you from one 
moment to another 1 
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I'KiiM n.TI.K llAKKINttTiiN Tn PIWII. II1<* «1-Tli:. 

My ukaii lhN\ii. — Iluw )*\nf\ am I t<> (ill \>>ii ()i4i «< Ita^p 
Uii> ItMiiurniw. anil u lapi^r |iarfv nf ti% tiwi. all t<>r ** 1 hi- II fi.< 
iSlC \iiuii;; ( ii|ivi-r« ill iii\ ilri«niii'^ nvnii, •(* tli.il tlii* Ur-,*i »'r*«-i 
bvUriMtUi tan U* iiw i'lr tin* (ii iii-r.il, at 1* .\*l f<>r ••lu* nf tlw »*• ii< r^ « 
— ftir wv luti* ;iii<*iliir luTt*, Iluiitir. mji-i «i.l .i]«'i U* our t; .« •*. 
'IlH'ti tli«*n' will U* \\ idirriii;^. .\« f^r iii^m It. I i i;i U* •(■.ni-'j iw I 
An%wlivrr. What li.tlipin< *« WiaiM tlirrr !■• !•• :i« all at ••* h 4 
UH-v-liiiL;. if it wiM-i- iiMi fi»r thai |NMir wn-d h wIm in • m .il! li.* .i^* r . 
A ffw •lr«>i*l* mtI. ami win* i* ni'trr mil nf no il.'-iijlif* I «• l 
Cwici* tu tlir lii>«|«it.il !•» mi- Iuih. TIk* lir*t tniif I In*? • •••ir«^i . a:. I 
canii* awa«. Tliv (M-rniiil. I *«*nt up iii\ naim-. :i:><l .i-kfl it It- «-•■. 1 
Winll ti> f*t* lilt-. Till- «f|il\ aii^Mi-r I ;:••( l».i> tii\ \i«l*.lti.M-Ar| ( •?! 
ill twu ! I|fw li.inl il i* fur an injuri-r !•• f>i'ji%«- Ituu In- Jui* r. 
jiirt*il ! 1 Uaw arr.iii.:ri| with tlu* >!.«]•% li>iii>. Iffii \«-r. hIki in«'i^at< I 
ihtf rhar'^i- >4 ('•rjt-Ty iimI (u |»ri-«* it ; at )• .i*t. tht « .ir* ti t.ik> *«i . 
mw\ till* li-iil Will U- lurftitiil, P4I I uii-li r<l.kn>l it; li:! U .'ln-n..^ •!.. 
i*a)»laiu all in^irt* • lr.ir]v. 

(lur (iwn iillair* ar«- all a* hrijlit nn*l |*P**jNrii':« a« omt *« •: 
wi»lir* I <'Ul*l '|i-«irt . 'I III- ( iiUlK il Ii4tr lia>l all tht * \ . !• tii r l« S •'• 
thrill, anil ill*' M«Hiii-lii-f li.i* |ipMlii(**-i| hl« r*i\'\ nl tl.i- Ki^r^n «i':i 

cIh* turn liaf tilling intn tlu* j.i«*::iil iuar;:iii. ami ( r,;«- m «ri Lt A'-*'i 

At laiit in I \rt \ iliiii:: 111* U*^ all* , hi" •li-iiiii-n >!«--!iii >>. l.i« hoiit «*. « , 
•11 r*tai'li«lii •! I l.t' • I ri iiH'ii\ nf hi* niarri.ij* l..i* f«-in fult r«^-«.'* 
iiiffil : an>! f il-!!* r.i! ( "iivi I • ti !'« ii.i tl>.i! fh«' l-«i •* i'«:!>ii I'l if'^.r 
( Uirn 1* .1 l.t'ii- •!. r' -f .i •j'l.ir!* r ■•! .\ iii '., i. «• • . II- i •> .■ m t 

iiiL* li'il !■! '•• ' \ I _■»'.• iti ti* li !ni» . jf I •• I. ■ •■• n.i '• Vi-'. j« •! a: • 
111' H'l'il I 1 1 t I..H •■ '|i • "i ■ -1 tin .ii|* :• I • • t I • ■ •» I- . 

\vi..it n. ; I .•■!.• -.1^ '.-> .i!i Th.* w..»* I. \\ . .r. »,'• • J. 

hai'k til 1 1. 1. 1. .1:1 I ■ • I !•• .!j • »•. i:. 1 t i-I- .r - .■ . :i 4-. • .• : t. ir.r , 
will •In* ft I ■ r • '• i i ■ •• • I • . I, 1.1,:. ■ .■ » .1 • .1" : • ■ I a*-, f'. ••. 

•■ai«»r !■" !••■ ir 1.- w '! . %• . !.iki il' •.!■..• \\ .'l.i ■ j • i\ • .• • 
n'*t *|*>;1 111 r . M I* • •■ ■» in/ !."'l.i" • > ' i.'* .■.«••!. ■ • 1 • I •■!!!.•;•. 
•hf r»in« ri" r;** •■.■,•.»•■•.. 1 .i» i. ' ■ »' » ." i: • - • • i«! Nr 
i»wn iiiij-"-!.iii- ••!!•■ ' • ■ 

C'liTii • F" Il I* ri- ^ • r ■ ■• ! • •■ I 1*1 • • ■-:'••■:■; -. • •!• 1 • Kifinc 
ha* Im r-n •■ :i*. }.•.*••* f : ! I * •' ^ r t • ' •- *. • !AtH 1 ^ {• a 
•hail*' -r >•• • • -i * rt 1' !• ' • . * > * I* I 1 t • • ' '• rri<l Ui ikwk 

Hut wli.i: I in I ■! ■ • I ■ ir • ■ ?!• r I. •• •• * t i ! 1 1 j.'hlrr. mv — 
if ah,!! *ii'i ?i ![ • • ■- ' • ;■ . •■ r '.'.• \ ^ . 1 »• i- * -i irrrliinjc — 
thr ]''*']' • li '- I -■ ■ I' * ■ ■ • . . ■ ■ r 

Ilin .% I 1. 1' . . ■ - I ; »' .• .1 . . I! ..•■ * Ih' i* tlir 
ri.ljv : ir.l .1 T. . » - A . - I .•)• • .• .r«-l fili<v. ibal |i«fc» 

Bianfi'.i^ r. ii> 'i • t.<>' *).•■ •'•.!. v.*. lun'f h, •hanw f i^i 
turt- «<>u rr:i.i ;i.>-.' )..cu. II iiit« r h.i* ha<l hint uafrilr4 lo M 



lu I.' ■^::'^ ".■ ■! .r.r 




it-m[a:i.r. aft'I we fc«*c tbrn^W if 

'^ * Hi'roa-!':^. How 4'. v^m ikbk Mr. 

;Le (on-.-r'.«ioQ. - If dfr iloa'i Im mm itf, 
:Ii>'tii ■<< ''mT.-iW i( ^'I KnizbilMiai]. for tlie 
>:i.xl'- r - .: 1 11 :n-. m-^>nwhilr. i( 1 rao'l iiiic*ptt 
B ■«. I^-.i.-., ym mav pTfi«-i km ud Suardar. 
l" v- -I.;. w»i: r'-u arc Deter 
K .B.. I.- ■', «v.Ur ; 
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FoRTrxr. hail apimriMitty coaitfil to |N*nMTtit(' IVt<*r narrins* 
ton. Tlu* MiiiiHUT ilhl not preufi liun«ini ii)kiii liitn. aiMl li«* 
waa friH* ti» wait fi>r hia i>iin|Miuiunii, an«l in tli«*ir rotiipany 
he n-turnitl to Ireland. 

TIk* m*wa of lji<i huoc«*imi — i;ri*at ad it wbm, tii»;:iiitu<il 
atill luort* — IjimI iircciHltMl him to hin onn cN»itiitry ; ainl he 
waa met, an all lurkv uift*n an* met, ami will U* im t t«» tho 
eml of tiniiN l>v tlHNU.* who kmiw tlu* worM aiitl fu'lin^iv 
«atiinat4> that the truly |>n>lital»U* ari* the fortnnatr * 

Not that h«* rrinniknl hi»w many ha<l i»ii<lili-iil\ ::r>i««Ti 
ao conlial ; what tr«Ni|H»(if {laiMiin;: atNinanitano-fi h»i| U«^*ti.i- 
in a moment warm frifmU, well- within;: aii<l :ifT«4-:h*iia!« . 
lie n«*%vr lui mm*h ah (•iiN|N'rt4*tl that ** Lm-k " i** a *U i!\ 

WiirwhiplN'il liV tii>i*l««:iii<|4. who rVi-li in th«' ii :n«iti-«! w:i\ i ■* 
not to lit* U'lhtiti'il \*\ it. ||«' h:i«l ah%:i\« i«.::i' i<-l . • 
WorM .irt n fni U-ttiT tliiii-; thnii iii:(iiy ii.<m.i!.-'« i«<i. 1 
allow it to U*. -- illi<*ti-n<lv, %«llfill. r')|>ilr|iiii<«. if \- . '.;k> 
hut a w«ll-intfiiTi>»ni •!. kit^liv iiiiii<1«'i »•••!!. f' i* i^ : I k* 
all tinii***. wlirii" I'.i^^i'i!! itr |ir»jiri»i«- •»:'»'-i :i!.».'f. ;■.' • .% •. 
rather •!•» tin* ;^i in [••ii<« thn..* tlinn *.'.»* <ii|il ••; # . 

I. it til' w III,, hi, l!jr!i. \f In* j"ii! lit \« i Ml :i — •! . ' ■ *. i' .'i ' 
At evr! V rli:ih jr of hi •! -• •< in « :i( i \. \,i ;:.. \ t »•-. i. t'jtre 
waa HUH' !•• U* ••••ir.r itlii ul.n \\:i!,!ii ;-t •. ..isi t.l« hAI>*l. 

Pmjile h«»l'M»«l "''t ^n rii;!»!," ■• :ii. I •, iiv.-i -u H-tH«i% to Miy 
how •' -jhitl ti.» \ wtir;" ::.*t%- :n '(i; I.:,' I'.i . * n."«t tif thrin, 
who f«lt a -t::!! .*.• :i,v-.t. : i-.ii- •...;• ..• •>• !f-i ••i>«4-«|iifti<>f in 
fanryin.' ili« 'r.-. !\ . - f-T ::ii- ir.'-! . • * r.'.r ftniiiU vf IVter 
Ilarrin;:t«»n. t.ji* iu\..\ -i-'.-'iiu- ! I !.:-> i« a;! vi-iy ruriou*. Iwit it 
in a faet. — a f.u : %\:i.(:) 1 !i.:iki- n<» |>titiiuv to cS| 
bowcver. 
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THE EXD. ItS 

^^ And here comes the heartiest weB-frisber of tbeni all ! '^ 
cried Barrington, as he saw his sister staDding on the road- 
side, near the gate. With tboughtfal delicacj. his com- 
panions lingered behind, while be went to meet aod embractrd 
her. ^* Was I not a true prophet, Dinah dear? Did I not 
often foretell this day to you ? " said be, as be drew Ijer anc. 
and led her along, forgetting all about his friends and 
companions. 

'* Have they [>aid the money, Peter?** aaid she. sharjily. 

*^ Of course thev have not ; such ttiingp are not scfTJed 
like the fare of a hackDev-coach. But out claim is ackuivwl- 
edged, and, fifty thousand times lietter. GtKirge Barring- 
ton's name absolved from every shadow of as imjHxtatiotu*' 

*' What is the amount they agree to grre? ** 

'* Upon my life, I don*t know, — tiiat is. I don't reeolkfct. 
there were so many interviews ax>d bdcL diwrnssirmfr : but 
WitherinjT can tell you everything. Withering kn^^wt it 
all. Without him and Crmyers I don^t know liow J c^iaid 
have got on. If you had heard bow be ajjoke rif Geonre 
at the Council ! *' You talk of mit servicxsK.' aaid tie : * tii*^' 
are no more fit to be oomjored with tboae of Coloiie! iter- 
rington, than are w»/ petty grievauoes wiiL the grow wrcfunfe 
that lie on his memory/ Witberimg wa* tber%: ut wsuw 
the words, and descnbed the effect Of ihem ut actualiv 
overwhelm ins." 

'- Ami Withering be]i*^« the »-br>je thin; to tit- •ettiwir " 



" To W Biire. he <1oes! Why hlyxi-i tut vjijfjw: ij» ui;i„j» 
to that of the whole worli? WLr. a-r wstr Itiuui.. r. » 
not one. nor two. hut some bozyirtd* '.»» pfs-.rin^ iiis«> «„,,. 
to wish me joy. Thev bad a trinacjtfaJ tL"t'u: ^uttt ry 
' Wel«.nie to Rnrrinzton ' wer h. At Ctrivr. J«, v,„. ' 
came out with the corpontkm to offer at *yi,t-Ti-,uj-i.„^ •" 

She pare a Jiasty. imjmtitint tiakt: o! iw^ uf*' ■ 
repressed the shari, replj that alsrjR tr«. -.UK .^ ^ 

"By Ger,rge:" crie^ be. "h (k« ,^v, h«r ,.,^ 

witness soch a l-orst of zeoerr^a s*r-i-*- v ' • , f* "' 
thongbt some great national benefft ':mZ*J'!!' V'^ 
some one -his coontrr"* Mol-had 5n.t Jfr .""?' "' "'•"" 
peDse of hi, great seVvice, TW !1 J^ ''"^ ^•'"^"n- 
t~ fc »cn-MM. Tbey came flocking out of 
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the towns m wg whirte«t pant, chciTin^ lustily, aiitl •^!i«*ti:iL^, 
* ]Sarrtn)£toii foruvvr ! * ** 

** I dtftctft a iiiub! " imitl nlir, piirHin^ up livr li|«<*. 

^*TIh*iI€ vrviv no niolM, Dinuli; tlimr wm* ^rvu|*« i>f L>>n- 
eat felluvrii, with kinil hvartit ami ^imutimih hi«Iii*«.'* 

Another, but niorv <li'i'iitivi>, t«>KH nf tin* lti*:i>l iiarii««l IS t« r 
that the (liiM*uiiiii«in had pMu* fnr i'Ikmi'jIi; iihh-iil nln- nl:ii>-«: 
Haiti Hti, l»y ai4kin>; abrupt ly, ** What if* to U* «|imi«* .i'->iii t.ic 
bi>v ('i>iiV(*ni? lie i.H inadlv in love with •loitephuu-.' 

** Marrv her, I nhoulil t*a\ ! ** 

^* Art a cure for the conipluint, 1 Mip|Mi«<«. Hut what if 
ahc will not have him? What if ohe 4lr4'lari-it that flu- il like 
to go Imok t«> the convent a^ani, — that i»he hat«*« thi- wurM, 
antl irt rtorry ithe vver i*auie out into it, — thai she «a4 hair- 
pier with the rtirttrrrt — " 

** llati ithe HAiil all thia to you. nirttrr?*' 

'^Certainly not, IVter,** Haiti l>inali. bridlin;; up. ** TIm-ac 
were eoiitiilrnrcri impartetl to the youn^ man hunM-lf. Ii 
waA he tolil iiu* of them: he came to me lant ni^ht iii a fttatr 
lionlerin<^ «>n «liHtraetiim. He wart hertitatin^ « hither lic 
wunlil not throw himrt«-lf into the river or go into a marching 
regiment." 

**Thirt 14 only a ]au;:hing matter, then, I>inah'** aa^l 
IVter, !*inilin::. 

** N'<tiiiii:{ of till* kinil. bmilMT* III- ili*l ni»t \\\\ tlie a!- 
Ierii:iii\i"« **o imirit in jii\tai»o-iti<>n n- I hnvr : I'l:: tiii\ lav 
Cf*rtaiiilv in tii:it luannrr on hi« th«»u;rht«. lint «« Nrn li • 

■ 

Vonr fiifhN aiiivr? 1 tliiMi,:lit tin-v ni-ie (o l.:\\%- r«'!i:r 
viilli viiu ': " 

•• Whiit :i 111 :i'l I !i:ivi-. Ihn:i!i! Tliry r\rr n'.l I . r.- ; |«i> 
carri:i^i-t of t!ii-:n. 1 \* t\ t!ti-:n i>n tin' i**i\i\ njnn | ru^ht^l 
uu to nierl \-»n. < »Ji. ill If t}i« \ i ■•?in- ' \.viv li.tv :i:i ' " 

• ■ • 

** My btiitiii-r*** ;:>i<x| f..MiMM-. v:«-i.!'.iMi«-n. )i-An in:«ile bin 
H«*em to fiirijrt yy\r.\\ :ilvr:*<i*v iii\«i >i; 1 : fiiil I U-Iiere xtm 

m 

all know how niliM:i.i' xmi m:«- !.i r^ ' Y<iur Hon. (trneiml 

ft 

Convrrf*. tli"iij!.? t-i ::.tit \<<ii i:i:iiii. \'\ taking Ui«t ilova 
to ttie vil!:!.'!'. :i:i I !'.i ijri^ wii.t uiTli him. Your fritwlf 
I'ttllv I>r.l. I* "iif "f till rii. «MUi f;il Hunter.'* 

llaXMi;: tllll*. ^n'ti ••III* «Hri)i of thf* Hcvthe, cut 

little of :i;i uiuiiml hei, she Ktl the wav to«anla Uic 
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accepting the arm of General Conyers with an antiquated 
grace that sorely tried Hunter's good manners not to 
smile at. 

'* I know what you are looking at, what you are think- 
ing of, Barrington," said Withering, as he saw the other 
stand a moment gazing at the landscape on the opposite side 
of the river. 

'* I don't think you do, Tom," said he, smiling. 

*' You were thinking of buying that mountain yonder. 
You were saying to yourself, 'I'll be the owner of that 
beech wood before I 'm a month older ! ' " 

''Upon my life, you're right! though I haven't the re- 
motest notion of how you guessed it. * The old fellow that 
owns it shall name his own terms to-morrow morning. 
Here come the girls, and they 've got Tom Dill with them. 
How the fellow rows ! and Fifine is laughing away at Con- 
yers's attempt to keep the boat straight. Look at Hunter, 
too ; he 's off to meet them. Is he ' going in ' for the great 
heiress prize, eh, Tom? " said he, with a knowing smile. 

Though Hunter assisted the ladies to land with becoming 
gallantry, he did not offer his arm to Josephine, but dropped 
behind, where Tom Dill brought up the rear with his sister. 

"We have no confidences that you may not listen to," 
said Polly, as she saw that he hesitated as to joining them. 
" Tom, indeed, has been telling of yourself, and you may 
not care to hear your own praises." 

"If they come from you^ I 'm all ears for them." 

"Isn't that pretty, Tom? Did you ever hear any one 
ask more candidly for — no, not flattery — what is it to be 
called ? " 

Tom, however, could not answer, for he had stopped to 
shake hands with Darby, whose " May I never ! " had just 
arrested him. 

" What an honest, fine-hearted fellow it is ! " said Hunter, 
as they moved on, leaving Tom behind. 

" But if you had n't found it out, who would have known, 
or who acknowledged it? /know — for he has told me — 
all you have been to him." 

"Pooh, pooh! nothing; less than nothing. He owes all 
that he is to himself. He is one of those fellows who, once 
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'< Ah ! there it ie again ; never serious, never grave ! And 
now I want you lo be both. Since I landed in England, I 
ran down for a dny to Devonshire. I saw an old annt of 
mine, who, besides being very rich, baa retained no small 
share of the romance of her life. She always had a dash of 
hero-worship about her, and so I took down Tom with me to 
show her the gallant fellow whose name was in all the news- 
papers, and of whom all the world waa talking. She was 
charmed with him, — with hb honest, manly simplicity, his 
utter want of all affectation. She asked me ten times a day, 
'Can I not be of senice to him? Is there no step he 
wishes to purchase? Is there nothing we can do for him?' 
'■ Nothing,' said 1; 'he is quite equal to his own fortane.' 
' He may have brothers,' said she. ' He has a sister,' said 
I, — 'a Bister who has made him all that he is, and it waa 
to repay her love and affection that be has shown himself 
to be ibe gallant fellow we have seen him.' 'Tell her to 
come and see mc. — that is,' said she, correcting herself, 
* give her a letter I shall write, and persuade ber, if yoa can, 
to oblige me by doing what I ask.' Here is tbe letter ; don't 
say no till you hare read it. Xay. don't shake year head 
BO deploringly ; thinga may be hard without being impoasible. 
At all events, read ber note carefully. It's a droll old 
band, but clear as print." 

"I'll read it," aaid she, looking at the letter; bnt the 
Borrowfnl tone revealed how hopelessly she regarded tbe 
tMk. 

" Aik Twn about ber; and make Tods tell you what sbe 
la like. By Jove ! bo baa such an admiration for the old 
^duML I was half afraid he meant to be my uncle." 
^Hkhqr n*<ched the coit^e laughing pleasantly over this 
^^^Bt^ umI Polly hurried up to her room to read the 
^^^KbJB^ bgr soTpride, Josepbine was there already, her 
> CTTii^ and her cheeks flushed and 

•• *- ■" the happiest 

■od her. 
le other, 
At from 
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*' My fault, — my doing? What do you mean, dearest, 
what can I have done to deserve this?" 

"You know very well what you have done. You knew 
all the time how it would turn out." 

Polly protested firmly that she could not imagine what 
was attributed to her, and only after a considerable time 
obtained the explanation of the charge. Indeed it was not 
at first easy to comprehend it, given, as it was, in the midst 
of tears, and broken at every word by sobs. The substance 
was this : that Fifine, in an attempted imitation of Polly's 
manner, — an effort to copy the coquetting which she fancied 
to be so captivating, — had ventured to trifle so far with 
young Conyers, that, after submitting to every alternative of 
hope and fear for weeks long, he at last gave way, and deter- 
mined to leave the house, quit the country, and never meet 
her more. *' It was to be like you I did it," cried she, sob- 
bing bitterly, '^ and see what it has led me to." 

"Well, dearest, be really like me for half an hour; that 
is, be very patient and very quiet. Sit down here, and 
don't leave this till I come back to you." 

Polly kissed her hot cheek as she spoke ; and the other sat 
down where slie was bade, with the half-obedient sulkiness 
of a naughty child. 

"Tell young Mr. Conyers to come and speak to me. I 
shall be in the garden," said she to his servant ; and before 
she had gone many paces he was beside her. 

"Oh, Polly dearest! have you any hope for me?" cried 
he, in agony. "If you knew the misery I am enduring." 

" Come and take a walk with me." said she, passing her 
arm within his. " I think you will like to hear what I have 
to tell you." 

The revelation was not a very long one; and as the3' 
passed beneath the room where Josephine sat, Polly called 
out, "Come down here, Fifine, we are making a bouquet; 
try if you can find ' heart's-ease.' 
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What a happy party met that day at dinner ! All were in 
their best spirits, each contented with the other. " Have 
you read my aunt's note?" whispered Hunter to Polly, as 
they passed into the drawing-room. 
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'^Yes. I showed it also to Miss Dinah. I asked her 
advice." 

''And what did she say, — what did she advise? " 

" She said she'd think over it and tell me to-morrow." 

*' To-morrow ! Why not now, — why not at once? " cried 
he, impatiently. " I '11 speak to her myself ; " and he hurried 
to the little room where Miss Dinah was making tea. 

It was not a very long interview ; and Hunter returned, 
fond, radiant, and triumphant. ''She's the cleverest old 
woman I ever met in my life," said he; "and the best, 
besides, after my Aunt Dorothy. She said that such an 
invitation as that was too cordial to be coldly declined ; that 
it meant more — far more — than a politeness; that you 
ought to go, yes, by all means ; and if there was any diffi- 
culty about the journey, or any awkwardness in travelling so 
far, why, there was an easy remedy for it, as well as for 
meeting my aunt a perfect stranger." 

" And what was that? " 

"To go as her niece, dearest Polly, — to be the wife of 
a man who loves you." 

" Is it possible that you have so much to say to each other 
that you won't take tea?" cried Aunt Dinah; while she 
whi8i>ered to Withering, "I declare we shall never have a 
sociable moment till they're all married off, and learn to 
conduct themselves like reasonable creatures." 

Is it not the best testimony we can give to happiness, that 
it is a thing to feel and not describe, — to be enjoyed, but 
not pictured ? It is like a debt that I owe to my reader, to 
show him " The Home" as it was when blissful hearts were 
gathered under its roof ; and yet, for the life of me, I cannot 
acquit myself of it. To say that there were old people with 
their memories of the past, and young ones with their hopes 
of the future; that there were bygones to sigh over, and 
vistas to gaze at, conveys but little of the kindliness by 
which heart opened to heart, and sorrow grew lighter by 
mutual endurance, and joys became brighter as they were 
imparted to another. 

" So I find," said Barrington, as they sat at breakfast 
together, "that Josephine insists on going back to the con- 
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vent, and Fred is resolved on an exchange into the Infantry, 
and is off for Canada immediately." 

** Not a bit of it ! " broke in Hunter, who remarked noth- 
ing of the roguish drollery of old Peter's eye, nor even 
suspected that the speech was made in mockery. ^^ Master 
Fred is coming with me into Kilkenny this morning, for a 
visit to the Dean, or whatever he is, who dispenses those 
social handcuffs they call licenses." 

^' Why, they were quarrelling all the morning," repeated 
Barrington. 

" So we were, sur, and so we mean to do for many a year," 
said Josephine; ^' and to keep us in countenance, I hear 
that Greneral Hunter and Polly have determined to follow 
our example." 

^^What do I hear. Miss Dill?" said Miss Barrington, with 
an affected severity. 

^^ I 'm afraid, madam, it is true ; there has been what my 
father calls ' a contagious endemic ' here lately, and we have 
both caught it ; but ours are mild cases, and we hope soon 
to recover." 

** What's this I see here?" cried Fred, who, to conceal 
his shame, had taken up the newspaper. ^^ Listen to this: 
'The notorious Stapylton, alias Edwardes, whose case up 
to yesterday was reported all but ho[>eless, made his escape 
from the hospital, and has not since been heard of. It 
would appear that some of the officials had been bribe<l to 
assist his evasion, and a strict inquiry will be immediately 
set on foot into the affair. * " 

''Do you think he has got over to France?" whispered 
Peter to Withering. 

" Of course he has ; the way was all open, and everything 
ready for him ! " 

"Then I am thoroughly happy! " cried Barrington, " and 
there's not even the shadow of a cloud over our present 
sunshine." 



THE END. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



Lett no enthusiast of the pastoral or romantic school, no 
fair reader with eyes " deeply, darkly, beautifully blue," 
sueer at the title of my paper. I have written it after 
much and mature meditation. 

It would be absurd to deny tbat the great and material 
changes which our progress in civilization and the arts 
effect, should not impress literature as well as manners ; 
that the tone of our thoughts, as much as the temper of 
our actions, should uot sympathize with the giant strides 
of inventive genius. We have but to look abroad, and 
confess the fact. The facilities of travel which our day 
confers, have given a new aud a different impulse 
to the human mind; the man is no longer deemed a 
wonder who has journeyed some hundred miles from 
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once tbey were obliged to go abroad to see. Historical 
novels, in the same way, failed to produce the same 
excitement, as the readers became more conversant with 
the passages of history which suggested them. The 
battle-and-murder school, the raw-head-and-bloody-bones 
literature, pales before the commonest coroner's inquest 
in the '^ Times ; " and even £oz can scarce stand com- 
petition with the vie intime of a union workhouse. 
What, then, is to be done ? Qucb regio terrce remains to 
be explored ? Have we not ransacked every clime and 
country, — from the "Russian to the Red Man, from the 
domestic habits of Sweden to the wild life of the 
Prairies ? Have we not had kings and kaisers, popes, 
cardinals, and ministers, to satiety ? The land service 
and the sea service have furnished their quota of scenes ; 
and I am not sure but that the revenue and coast-guard 
may have been pressed into the service. Personalities 
have been a stock in trade to some, and coarse satires on 
well-known characters of fashionable life have made the 
reputation of others. 

From the palace to the poorhouse, from the forum to 
the factory, all has been searched and ransacked for a 
new view of life or a new picture of manners. Some 
have even gone into the recesses of the earth, and inves- 
tigated the arcana of a coal-mine, in the hope of eliciting 
a novelty. Yet, all this time, the great reformer has 
been left to accomplish his operations without note or 
comment; and while thundering along the earth or 
ploughing the sea with giant speed and giant power, 
men have not endeavored to track his influence upon 
humanity, nor work out any evidences of those strange 
changes he is effecting over the whole surface of society. 
The steam-engine is not merely a power to turn the 
wheels of mechanism, — it beats and throbs within the 
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heart of a nation, and is felt io every fibre and recog- 
nized in every sinev of civilized man. 

How vain to tell us now of tbe lover's bark gkiianiing 
the midnight sea, or apeak of a felucca and its piiaiie 
crew stealing stealthily across -the waters! A coitor 
would come to seek bis mistress in tbe Iron Duke, of 
tliree hundred horse-power ; and a smoker would have 
no chance, if he had not a smoking-galley, with Watt's 
patent boilers! 

What absurdity to speak of a runaway covpleT u> 
vain pursued by an angry parent, on the road to Gretna 
Green ! An express engine, with a stoker and a driver, 
would make the deserted father overtake them in no 
time! 

Instead of the characters of a story remaining stopidly 
in one place, the novelist now can conduct bis tale to 
the tune of thirty miles an hour, and start bis company 
in the first class of the Great Westdm. No difficulty to 
preserve tbe unities ! Here be journeys with bag and 
baggage, and can bring ttrenty or more families along 
with him, if he like. Not limiting the description of 
scenery to one place or spot, he whisks bis reader 
through a dozen counties in a chapter, and gives him a 
bird's-eye glance of half England as he goes ; thus, how 
orifftnal the brvaks which would arise from an occashmal 
hah. what an afilictin^ interruption to a lore aion. 
the cry of tbe fnard, " Coventry, GoveDtry, Coventry ; " 
or. ** Abv nillBm** f ring, Trim;. Tring : " with rlv: 
. of " Tea or coffee, sir ? — 
* TTme*.* ' Cbroaid«.' '^r 
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catastrophe would open upon an author^s Tision; for 
while, to the gentler novelist, like Mrs. Gore, an eternal 
separation might ensue from starting with the wrong 
train, the bloody-minded school would revel in ex- 
plosions and concussions, rent boilers, insane luggage- 
trains, flattening the old gentlemen like buffers. Here 
is a vista for imagination, here is scope for at least 
fifty years to come. I do not wish to allude to the 
accessory consequences of this new literary school, 
though I am certain music and the fine arts would both 
benefit by its introduction ; and one of the popular mel- 
odies of the day would be " We met ; 't was in a tunnel." 
I hope my literary brethren will appreciate the candor 
and generosity with which I point out to them this new 
and unclaimed spot in Parnassus. No petty jealousies, 
no miserable self-interests, have weighed with me. I 
am willing to give them a share in my discovered 
country, well aware that there is space and settlement 
for us all, — locations for every fancy, allotments for 
every quality of genius. For myself I reserve nothing ; 
satisfied with the fame of a Columbus, I can look for- 
ward to a glorious future, and endure all the neglect 
and indifference of present ingratitude. Meanwhile, less 
with the hope of amusing the reader than illustrating 
my theory, I shall jot down some of my own expe- 
riences, and give them a short series of the " Romance 
of a Railroad." 

But, ere I begin, let me make one explanation for the 
benefit of the reader and mvself. 

The class of literature which I am now about to in- 
troduce to the public, unhappily debars me from the 
employment of the habitual tone and the ordinary aids 
to interest prescriptive right has conferred on the 
novelist. I can neither commence with " It was late 
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in the winter of 1754, as three travellers," etc., etc. ; or, 
'* The sun was setting ; " or, " The moon was rising ; " 
or, "The stars were twinkling;" or, "On the 15th 
Feb., 1573, a figure, attired in the costume of northern 
Italy, was seen to blow his nose ; " or, in fact, is there 
a single limit to the mode in which I may please to open 
my tale. My way lies in a country where there are no 
roads, and there is no one to cry out, " Keep your own 
side of the way." Now, then, for — 




"The EDglisb are a lortl-loving people, there's no doubt of 
it," waa the reflection I could not help making to myself, on 
bearing the commeutarieB pronounced by my fellow-travellers 
in the North Midland, on a pasBcnger who had just tnkeu his 
departure from amongel us. He was a middle-ageil man, of 
very prepossessing appearance, with a slovr, distinct, and 
somewhat emphatic mode of speaking. He had joined freely 
and affably in the conversation of the partyi contributing his 
share in the observations made upon the several topics dis- 
cussed, and always expressing himself suitably and to the 
purpose ; and althongh these are gifts I am by no means un- 
grateful enough to hold cheaply, yet neither was I prepared 
lo bear such an nuiveraal burat of panegyric as followed his 
exit 

" The most agreeable man, so affable, so unaffected." 
" Always listened to with such respect in the Upper 
House." 

"Splendid place, Treddleton, — eighteen hundred acres, 
they say, in the demesne, — snch a deer-pa^ too." 
" Aod what a collection of Vandykes I " 
" The Duke has a very high opinion of his — " 
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^' Income, — cannot be much under two hundred thousand, 
I should say." 

Such and such-like were the fragmentary comments upon 
one who, divested of so many claims upon the respect and 
gratitude of his country, had merely been pronounced a very 
well-bred and somewhat agreeable gentleman. To have re- 
fused sympathy with a feeling so general would have been to 
argue myself a member of the anti-corn law league, the re- 
peal association, or some similarly minded institution; so 
that I joined in the grand chorus around, and manifested 
the happiness I experienced in common with the rest, that 
a lord had travelled in our company, and neither asked us to 
sit on the boiler nor on the top of the luggage, but actually 
spoke to us and interchanged sentiments, as though we were 
even intended by Providence for such communion. One little 
round-faced man with a smooth cheek, devoid of beard, a 
pair of twinkling gray eyes, and a light brown wig, did not, 
however, contribute bis suffrage to the measure thus trium- 
phantly carried, but sat with a very peculiar kind of simper 
on his mouth, and with his head turned towards the window, 
as though to avoid obsei-vation. He, I say, said nothing, 
but there was that in the expression of his features that 
said, '• I differ from you," as palpably as though he had 
spoken it out in words. 

The theme once started was not soon dismissed ; each 
seemed to vie with his neighbor in his knowledge of the 
habits and opinions of the titled orders, and a number of 
pleasant little pointless stories were told of the nobility, 
which, if I could only remember and retail here, would 
show the amiable feeling they entertain for the happiness 
of all the world, and how glad they are when every one 
has enough to eat, and there is no *' leader " in the '* Times " 
about the distress in the manufacturing districts. The round- 
faced man eyed the speakers in turn, but never uttered a 
word ; and it was plain that he was falling very low in the 
barometer of public opinion, from his incapacity to contrib- 
ute a single noble anecdote, even though the hero should be 
only a Lord Mayor, when suddenly he said, — 

'* There was rather a queer sort of thing happened to me 
the last time I went the Nottingham circuit." 
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•'Ob, do you belong to that circuit?" said a thin-faced 
old man in epectacles. "Do you know Fitzroy Kelly?" 

" 1b be in the hardware line? There was a chap of that 
Dame travelled for Titigle and Crash ; but he 's done np, I 
think. He forged a bill of exchange iu Manchester, and 
is travelling now in another line of busiueas." 

"I mean the emiDcnt lawyer, sir, — I know nothing of 
bagmen." 

•'They're b^meu too," replied the other, with a little 
chuckling langh, "and pretty samples of honesty they 
hawk about with tbem, as I hear ; but no offence, gentle- 
men, — I'm a C. G. myself." 

" A what? " said three or four together. 

" A commercial geiitlemaik, in the taj)e, bobbin, and 
twist line, for Ruudle, Trundle, and Winuingspin's house, 
one of the oldest in the trade." 

Here was a tuinble down with a vengeance, — from the 
noble Earl of Heaven knows what and where, Knight of 
the Garter, Grand Cross of the Bath, Knight of St. 
Patrick, to a mere C. G., — a commercial gentleman, trav- 
elling in the tape, bobbin, and twist line for the firm of 
Bundle, Trundle, and Winningspin, of Leeds. The opera- 
tion of steam condensing, by letting in a stream of cold 
water, was the only simile I can find for the sudden re\-ul- 
sion ; and as many plethoric aobs, shrugs, and grunts issued 
from the party as though they represented an engine under 
like circumstanoefl. All the aristocratic associations were put 
to flight at onoe ; it seemed profane to remember the Peer- 
age Iu sueli pompaiiy; and n gener.il sili'iire ensued, each 
tiimiDg from time to time au auirry I'^i-k towards the litllf 

bogUUtU, wboae m.i/..l-jir>;;«M .h]i,'l-i'Ii Iiiul nmli-J their UlllH- 

trlouA oUuftlon*. 

Soaiuwhat tlnMlof Km n^ ami uiii-ntiiforlnlilc calm that 
«tloc<««(liH], I vmUrt^i^UMl^^uftk and InNinualing tonu 
ui remind tb Uykfl^^^^^^^BllBanoc h^ 
briran. wWo^fl^^^^^^^^^^^B^ fIuf«iiou 

■ 1 shwul.i n't 

I, — mnyhap, 

kU, tiwugh they 
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There was that in the easy simplicity with which he said 
these words, vouching for his good temper, which propi- 
tiated at once the feelings of the others; and after a few 
half-expressed apologies for having already intermpted him, 
they begged he would kindly relate the incident to which he 
alluded. 

'* It is about four years since," said he. "I was then in 
the printed-calico way for a house in Nottingham ; business 
was not very good, my commission nothing to boast of — 
cotton looking down — nothing lively but quilted woollens, 
so that I generally travelled in the third class train. It 
wasn't pleasant, to be sure; the company, at the best of 
times, a pretty considerable sprinkling of runaway recruits, 
prisoners going to the assizes, and wounded people run over 
by the last train; but it was cheap, and that suited me. 
Well, one morning I took my ticket as usual, and was about 
to take my place, when I found every carriage was full; 
there was not room for my little portmanteau in one of them ; 
and so I wandered up and down while the bell was ringing, 
shoving my ticket into every one's face, and swearing I 
would bring the case before Parliament, if they did not put 
on a special train for my own accommodation, when a smart- 
looking chap called out to one of the porters, — 

'* ' Put that noisy little devil in the coupe ; there 's room 
for him there.' 

" And so they whipped my legs fi*om under me, and 
chucked me in, banged the door, and said, ' Go on ; ' and just 
as if the whole thing was waiting for a commercial traveller 
to make it all right, away went the train at twenty miles an 
hour. When I had time to look around, I perceived that I 
had a fellow-traveller, rather tall and gentlemanly, with a 
sallow face and dark whiskers ; he wore a brown upper-coat, 
all covered with velvet, — the collar, the breasts, and even 
the cuflfs, — and I perceived that he had a pair of fur shoes 
over his boots, — signs of one who liked to make himself 
comfortable. He was reading the ' Morning Chronicle,' 
and did not desist as I entered, so that I had abundant time 
to study every little peculiarity of his personal appearance, 
unnoticed by him. 

** It was plain, from a number of little circumstances, that 
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he beloDged to tbat dase io life who have, bo to say, the 
sDon; side of existence. The handsome rings whicb epar- 
kled OD his fingers, the massive gold snuff-box which he 
oooU; dropped into the pocket of the carriage, the splendid 
repeater b; which he cheeked tbe speed of the train, as 
though to intimate you liad better not be behind time witb 
me, made me heave an involuntary sigh over that strange bat 
ntiiversal law of Providence by which the goods of fortune 
are so uneqnally distributed. For about two hours we jour- 
neyed thus, when at lost my companion, who had opened in 
BuccessioD some half-dozen newspapers, and, after Bkimming 
them slightly, thrown them at his feet, turned to me, and 
said, — 

'*' Would you like to see tbe morning papers, sir?* 
pointing as he spoke, with a kind of easy indifference, to 
the pile before him, 'There's the "Chronicle," "Times," 
" Globe," " Suu," and " Examiner ; " take your choice, sir.' 

" And with that he yawned, stretched himself, and, letting 
down the glass, looked out ; thereby turning his back on me, 
and not paying the slightest attention to the grateful thanks 
by which I accepted his offer. 

" ' Devilish haughty,' thought I ; ' should n't wonder if 
he was one of the great mill-owners here, — great swells they 
are, I hear.' 

"'Ah! you read the "Times," I perceive,' said he, 
turning round, and fixing a steadfast aud piercing look on 
me ; ' you rea<l the " Times," — a rascally paper, an infamous 
paper, sir, a dishonest paper. Their opposition to tbe new 
poor law is a mere trick, and their support of the Peel party 
u ivjiilt-'ininil'k' cliinii;i' of priric'ipk's.' 

" l.unl ; lii>w I wi^ln'ii I h:iii u\k<:n ii|i tlie ■ Chronicle ' ! I 
would have paiil a wcuk's cubsoription to have Iwen able to 
smuggle tlw ' KxamiDU'' tnlp my hand at that moment. 

" ' I'm a WU^^A^^jM^iy^flad neither aebnm^d nor 
afraid to nu^^^^^^^^^^^^^bf the C'liarles Fox 
Bcbool, — ft JB|^^^^^^^^^^^^^b to ODRibine the hap- 
|iin«Mdi||^^^^^^^^^^^^^^B^ the 
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" ■ Voti maTtbiiik<liff<Ti'nl1v.'c»ti(iDii-l br. — • I jtrr-r-.t. 
jrnu •)": iirviT iiuikI. Lstp ih<- mauliur^ to svi-« i -.- 
(fpinioas. Vmi uisy njivaL Tri-vly to rmr «tf> u urvi-r j:. 'l^ 
faa)>it uf cuDCfaliri;! bw v«n; imlrvi). 1 Ilaiii^r mvscif u^; 
Uitry srt; prrttv mil known l>v tbh tiiix'.' 

*■ ■ Wb<j <-3ii Itc lir?* tbuuiibt I. 'Ijifl .l-'bD t* s ;i:;<- 
Dun. l^ini Mi-IUmnif in a fat out-; ran it >•*■ L<>nl N t- 
DBiiby. or ii it I»nl ll<>«ick?' Ami w I vent i>ii t-- n.\- 
Mlf, rqH'uliiiu ibi- «Ih(U- Wbi^ IWrmjif. aix) tlwn. vur.u^ 
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" > It ain't liiiii.' tbou^lit I ; * bt- bw a li»|>. ami nrvrr 
coubl liaVf MtK'b a tint.' coat sb tbnt.' 

*' ' Havf ymi i-oiiHiiliirvd. fir.' nni<l lie. ■ wlwrw your Tor> ■ 
bm will U-m\ you (o? Ilavi- you nili^-tei) tliat you nf u^ 
niiiblb' claxn — I iTtHuuif you IkIoki; to tbat onler?' 

** I bi^we^l, and multi'rvil M)Mii'lbiii(C almut jiriutt^l n»tb>ti* 

" ' llnvi- you oMiHiilt rtil thai )>y uiijuittly ilrnyiD^ Uh 

riftbta ijf Uie lowi-r onlrrsi uii'lrr tbc iui]irii» tbat yiw an- 

prvMTvintc ttif |'itT<>',:utiv<' of Hk- tbronv. tbat yuu arv rva:^ 
UiHlfniiiihui; our ontirr' 
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*' ' He 's Secretary for tbe ColoDiea ; he baa tbe whole 
thing at his flnger-ende.' 

" ' Yes, air,' said he, with another frown, ' our trade with 
the Esqnimanx.' 

" * Bears are pretty brisk, too,' said I ; ' but foxes is fall- 




ing, — there will be no stir in squirrels till near spring. I 
heard it myself from Snagga, who is in that lioe.' 

" ' D — n Sni^gs,' said he, scowling at me. 

"'Well, d — n him,' said I, too; 'heowea me thirteen and 
fonrpence, balance of a little account between ua.' 

" This unlucky speech of mine seemed to have totally dis- 
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gurttiNi uiy arirtt(»criitic compauioD, for ho dirw hu cmp ilu«& 
over his e}VH, f oUlitl hU anna u|iuii hia brvaaU atrrtcbeii • -u: 
hia legH. and wmui fvll ai»KH»|); not, b<iwever, with aurb <ii4r 
regard to tbe privilegea of the humbler daaat^a a« Iw^'^u^** 
one of bia b(*nevolcnt Whig princi|>leH« for be fell k»\tt 
againat me, flattening inc into a corner of tiie vebii*lr, «b«-r«- 
be uaed uie aa a bolater, and tbia for thirty- two milea of u»< 
Journey. 

*' ^ Where arc we ? ' aaid lie, atarting up auddenly ; * wLaI '• 
tbe name of tbia plaee?' 

** ' Tbia in Strett<in,' aaiil I. * I uiunt look abarp, for I $:ti 
oat at Cbeatcrtleld.* 

** * Are you known ben*/ aaid my companion, * to any ultc 
in tbeite partn ? * 

** * No/ Haiti I, * it ia my flmt turn on tbia nuul/ 

** lie Heenie«l to rt* fleet for Home momentn, ant I tiim «a»i. 
^ You paHH the ni^ht at Cbeatertleld, don't ytinr* anil. «it:f(.: 
waiting fi»r uiv annwer, adtletl, * Well, we'll takf a I-.: f 
dinner there. You can <»nler it, — nix nliaqt. Takr •*&:< 
thev have finh, — it w<mi1i1 lie aa well that v«hi tOAtt^l :l- 
aherry ; and. mark me! not a woni aUiut me;* an-l «.::: 
that he phicrd hiH tini;er on hitt li|M, aa though ti» impri^ :l< 
with in\i<»laMe mTrr(*v. * !)«> Vf>u mintl. n«it a wnpl* 

•' ' 1 -liull Ih- ino-t happy/ -aid I. Mo hav«- tfn ; . \- • 
of y«nir ri>inp:iii> : hu! thin-'** iiu ri?*k ••f my :i.ii.:. 
voiir name, a- I ti:i\t> n<it thi- hunor t«i kiit>« it.' 

" ' Mv iKiiiH* !■• < :i\ri».li.«li/ -aiil \iv. mlh :i virv i-- 

■ ■ • 

Hinilf aii'l :i t'f*** iif lii'« h<-:iil. :ih thi>ii::h to imply tt.at I « .- 
Hoiiirtliiir.' nf :in I jiim :iiiiiis ti«it to In* :iw:iri' of it. 

•* ' MiiH- I- liMjj-.' -a 111 1. tliiitkin^ it «ii.ly fir : 
exchaiijt*. 

'• • Witlj :ill my In art, l{:ij-j-/ "i*!-! !»•-. * wi 'i.r.f *.«otbrr. 
— that '?» a;jnrd. V"ii 'il -ii- iln: i \t rylhii.j '■* ii^hl, for I 
don't wi-!i to lit ii . . .J j,i/i .1 il, iw ii ;.• :. .' Hii.i :\\ i]ji-. 
utteml rntlii-r ih * ; •- t<iiii- of a i oiiiiiiaiiil. mv ixii 
o|H*iu'tl a {•'••k«! '■•-'^. ai.'i < uri.m* ri« i •! making 
inrmor»ii«ia \\\\\. :..- ]*i* il. t< *:i!.y unmiiidfiil «if me mod oC 
mv ColH'iir :t III I :!. : - :i: 'jiii-jt :i:t iit-» 

•• • ( lii-t« rl- . 1. <:.•-:• I •'.! 1, < ht**ti rt*:«-lil. — aoT 
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shuttiDg doors, as they cried, with a rapidity well suited to 
their utterance. 

u ( ^Q gQi out here,' said I ; and my companion at the 
same moment descended from the carriage, and, with an 
air of very aristocratic indifference, ordered his luggage to 
be placed in a cab. It was just at this instant that my eye 
caught the envelope of one of the newspapers which had 
fallen at my feet, and, delighted at this opportunity of dis- 
covering something more of my companion, I took it up and 
read — what do you think I read? — true as I sit here, 
gentlemen, the words were, * His Grace the Duke of Devon- 
shire, Devonshire House.' Lord bless me, if all Nottingham 
had taken the benefit of the act I could n't be more of a heap, 
— a cold shivering came over me at the bare thought of 
anything I might have said to so illustrious a personage. 
' No wonder he should d — n Snaggs,' thought I. ' Snaggs 
is a low, sneaking scoundrel, not fit to clean his Grace's 
shoes.' 

" ' Hallo, Raggs, are you ready?' cried the Duke. 

"'Yes, your Grace — my Lord — yes, sir,' said I, not 
knowing how to conceal my knowledge of his real station. 
I would have given five shillings to be let sit outside with 
the driver, rather than crush myself into the little cab, and 
squeeze the Duke up in the comer. 

" 'We must have no politics, friend Raggs,* said he, as 
we drove along, — ' you and I can't agree, that's plain.' 

" ' Heaven forbid, your Grace; that is, sir,' said I, ' that 
I should have any opinions displeasing to you. My 
views — ' 

" ' Are necessarily narrow-minded and miserable. I know 
it, Raggs. I can conceive how creatures in your kind of 
life follow the track of opinion, just as they do the track of 
the road, neither daring to think or reflect for themselves. 
It is a sad and a humiliating picture of human nature, and I 
have often grieved at it.' Here his Grace blew his nose, 
and seemed really affected at the degraded condition of 
commercial traveller. 

"I must not dwell longer on the conversation between 
us, — if that, indeed, be called conversation where the Duke 
spoke and I listened; for, from the moment the dinner 
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I may coateae to you, it was at Chatsworth. George the 
Fourth came down od a visit to ub for a few days in the 
sbooting-Beason, — not that he cared for spoit, but it was an 
excuse for something to do. Well, the evening be arrived, 
be dined in his own apartment, nobody with him bat — ' 
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posts and offices I would accept of or decline. They 'II be 
offering mc some chief-justiceship in Gambia, or to be port- 
surveyor in the Isle of Dogs, or something of that kind ; but 
I won't take it, nor will I go out as bishop, nor commander 
of the forces, nor collector of customs to any newly dis- 
covered island in the Pacific Ocean. ^ I must have something 
at home here; I never could bear a sea- voyage,' said I, 
aloud, concluding my meditation by this reflection. 

" ' Why, you are half-seas-over already, Raggs,' said the 
Duke, as he sat puffing his cigar in all the luxury of a Pacha. 
' I say,' continued he, ' do you ever play a hand at ecarte^ 
or vingt-et-un^ or any other game for two? ' 

'"I can do a little at five-and-ten,' said I, timidly ; for it 
is rather a vulgar game, and I did n't half fancy confessing 
it was my favorite. 

'' ' Five-and-ten ! ' said the Duke ; ' that is a game ex- 
ploded even from the housekeeper's room. I doubt if 
they'd play it in the kitchen of a respectable family. 
Can you do nothing else?' 

"Pope-joan and pitch-and-toss were then the extent of 
my accomplishments ; but I was actually afraid to own to 
them; and so I shook my head in token of dissent. 

'' ' Well, be it so,' said he, with a sigh. ' Touch that 
bell, and let us see if they have a pack of cards in the 
house.' 

''The cards were soon brought, a little table with a 
green baize covering — it might have been a hearth-rug 
for coarseness — placed at the fire, and down we sat. We 
played till the day was beginning to break, chatting and 
sipping between time; and although the stakes were only 
sixpences, the Duke won eight pounds odd shillings, and I 
had to give him an order on a house in Leeds for the 
amount. I cared little for the loss, it is true. The 
money was well invested, — somewhat more profitably than 
the ' three-and-a-half s,' any way. 

" ' Those horses,' said the Duke, — ' those horses will feel 
a bit cold or so by this time. So I think, Raggs, I must take 
my leave of you. We shall meet again, I 've no doubt, some 
of these days. I believe you know where to find me in 
town?' 



Jl" 



TALKS "K nil. in.VIN- 



•■ ■ ; .i,..ijM llm.;. -...■ -;u.l I. mill :. l-., ; 
II..II. in.i<- n.-i'K. • It I- ■■■: <ii.ii .fill!- 

■■■tt.H. til. I,. -.-M-!.\.. ..:.| t,-.:..«.- -li-i 
w;iriii :i •!i;i;..-<-[ in.- ]i;u..l':i-. . \. r I f. It in :i.'. 

I>v. . ] li:ivi- I.-M ^<<ii ; :i;,- <].. ..i n..-. .,.. 

I'll !..■ :i- _'.«n| :,.';m h..i-I. W .■ ;■:. i,..T !■. ■ 






- I ■ •. ■ W . 




THE coupI: of the north midland. 219 

gifts suited to the career and habits of a commercial trav- 
eller. The base and grovelling tastes of manufactaring dis- 
tricts, the low tone of country shopkeepers, the mean and 
narrow-minded habits of people in the hardware line, distress 
and irritate a man with tastes and aspirations above smoke- 
jacks and saucepans. He may, it is true, sometimes under- 
value them; they never, by any chance, can understand 
him. Thus was it from the hour I made the Duke's acquaint- 
ance, — business went ill with me ; the very philosophy that 
supported me under all my trial seemed only to offend 
them ; and more tlian once I was insulted, because I said at 
parting, ' Never mind, — in office or out, we have always our 
influence.' The end of it was, I lost my situation; my 
employers coolly said that my brain did n't seem all right, 
and they sent me about my business, — a pleasant phrase 
that, — for when a man is turned adrift upon the world, with- 
out an object or an occupation, with nowhere to go to, noth- 
ing to do, and, mayhap, nothing to eat, he is then said to be 
sent about his business. Can it mean that his only business 
then is to drown himself? Such were not my thoughts, 
assuredly. I made my late master a low bow, and, mutter- 
ing my old refrain ' In office or out,' etc., took my leave and 
walked off. For a day or two I hunted the coffee-houses to 
read all the newspapers, and discover, if I could, what gov- 
ernment situations were then vacant; for I knew that the 
great secret in these matters is always to ask for some 
definite post or employment, because the refusal, if you meet 
it, suggests the impression of disappointment, and, although 
they won't make you a Treasury Lord, there 's no saying but 
they may appoint you a Tide-waiter. I fell upon evil days, 
— excepting a Consul for Timbuctoo, and a Lord Lieutenant 
for Ireland, there was nothing wanting, — the latter actually, 
as the 'Times* said, was going a-begging. In the corner 
of the paper, however, almost hidden from view, I discovered 
that a collector of customs — I forget where exactly — had 
been eaten by a crocodile, and his post was in the gift of the 
Colonial Office. 'Come, here's the very thing for me,' 
thought I. ' *' In office or out " — now for it ; ' and with that 
I hurried to my lodgings to dress for my interview with his 
Grace of Devonshire. 
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one aide of a folding-door, and calliDg out ' Mr. Baggs,' eliut 
it beliind me, leaving me in the presence of a very distin- 
guished- looking personage, seated at breakfast beside the 
fire. 

*"I believe you are the person that has the Blenheim 
spaniels,' said his Grace, scarce turning his head towards 
me as he spoke. 

" ' No, my Lord, no, — never had a dog in my life ; but 
or: you — are you the Duke of Devonshire?' cried I, in a 
very faltering voice. 

" ^I believe so, sir,' said he, standing up and gazing at 
me with a look of bewildered astonishment I can never 
forget. 

'"Dear me,' said I, 'how your Grace is altered ! You 
were as lai^e again last April, when we travelled down to 
Nottingham. Them light French wines, they are mining 
your constitution; I knew they would.' 

" The Duke made no answer, but rang the betl violently 
for some seconds. 

" 'Bless my heart,' said I, 'it surely can't be that I'm 
mistaken. It's not poBeible it waon't your Grace.' 

" ' Who is this man?' said the Duke, as the aerrant ap- 
peared in answer to the bell. ' Who let him upstairs ? ' 

"'Mr. Baggs, your Grace,' he said. 'He dined with 
your Grace at — ' 

" ' Take him away, give him in cbat^e to the police ; the 
fellow must be punished for bb insolence.' 

'* My head was whirling, and my faculties were all astray. 
1 nt'ilbcr knew wLat [ siikl, nor wlint bapponcd after, save 
that I fell myself half led, half piieb<?d, down iho stairs I 
bnd mounU'il eo confiik-Dtly five minutes before, while the 
livfrk'd raecal kepi iliiiDiii^ into my ears some threats about 
iwu iMonlbs' inpriMoraeni and bard labor. Just as we vere 
piwslog Umagh t^ 'l*'^ however, the door of a front-parlor 
opened, MMt ♦ . MBUMML' J P '^ Vitv elegant dressing-gown 
" inclination to inork his 
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^fortQneviU Ukc anulhcr turuyet; Iwt I il» nmrrH v.>u 
hold luuwreblv cardH.' 

'■ TtK voice M he h|K>ko u-uuwd me. I UhimnI ktxKit. kiiJ 
Ukk hUnmI in; coiniiaiiinii aI Clivaterflelil. 

'" Ilia Urnce wniitji you, Mr. C'avvmliiiL,' Mid Utc f^>t 
nwo, ma he opcmtl ttx.- duor fur inc. 

*' ' Let him gu, 'rhoutKH,' ttaiil Mr. C'ftv<>udiab. ■ Tb<-rr ■ 
DO bann iu oM KagtCH.' 

"Man't he the Duke?' gu|»cd 1, m be Irippnl u[Mtei:* 
without iiutiviii); mc furtlit-r. 

•"The Uuki:, — uu, bleaa your b«art. 1k''» tiia ^i-nt!o 

" II«rc w«H Ml end of all my cbvrbbt^l lii>|>v* and drram* 
of patronat;*?. The ariMtovraiic lt«tvr ut fanbiuu, t:k 
great owner of italacva, thv Whi)[ autucrat. tutnblttl doau 
into a creature lliat aire<t ut!Wtt|>a|N!ra aiHl atvntvit ]Ka-k>i- 
hamlkercbiefii. Ntwr tril loe uf the maunera of tlir liil»t 
claMea atrain. IK>re was a it|>eciuien that will •alwfii T;.t 
craviuK for a lift- loii);; and if tU<- reflec-tion be ••> atroiu. 
what mint be tbe Imdv which cauwti it ' " 
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It Is abont two years since I was one of that stniDge aod 
boay mob of some live hundred people who were asMmbled 
on the platform in the Etis ton- Square Btation a few minutes 
pnrioiw to the starting of tlie morniag mail-train for Bir- 
iiiiiil^liaiD. To llie iiuijcciipioii ol**.TVi'r iLe sci-ue luigbt 
have been an ainusiug one; ihv Utile domestic incidents of 
iMve-tAking and eiobFaditg, the careful looking after luij- 
g«gc uid purctla, llM.<mt^fal uixleties for a lost cloak 
■ir a stray «ifWMH|jMBttflftJ|^ <ii<; affi-eliouate fure- 
wnlla of pXtlonj^^^^^^^Hlk tli«^ sluOiuus preimra- 
tkm fQUi^^^^^^^^^^BIB in the 

. more limilcd hcuIc 
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opportuDity of prosecuting m; favorite study on this 
occasiou. All that I could trace was the outline of a young 
and delicately formed girl, enveloped iu a cashmere shawl, — 
a slight and inadequate muffling for the road at Bucb a 
season. The genUemau at her side was attired iu what 
seemed a dress-coat, nor was he provided with any other 
defence against the cold of the morning. 

Scarcely bad I ascertained these two facts, when the lamp 
flared, flickered, and went out, leaving me to HpecaUt« on 
these vague but yet remarkable traits in the couple before 
me. "What can they be?" "Who are they?" "Where do 
they come from?" "Where are they going?" were all 
questions which naturally presented themselves to me in 
turn; yet every inquiry resolved itself into the one, "Why 
has she not a cloak, why has not he got a Petersham?" 
Long and patiently did I discuss these points with myself, 
and framed numerons hypotheses to account for the cir- 
cumstances, — but still with comparatively little satisfaction, 
as objections presented themselves to each couclusion ; and 
although, iu turn, I had made him a runaway clerk from 
Coutts's, a Liverpool actor, a member of the swell-mob, and 
a bagman, yet I could not, for the life of me, include 
hfr in the category of such an individual's companions. 
Neither spoke, so that from their voices, that best of all 
tests, nothing could be learned. 

Wearied by my doubts, and worried by the interruption to 
my sleep tbe early rising necessitated, I fell soon into a sound 
doze, lulled by the soothing " strains " a locomotive so emi- 
nently is endowed with. The tremulous quavering of tbe 
carriage, the dull roll of the heavy wheels, the convulsive 
beating and heaving of the black monster itself, gave the 
tone to my sleeping thoughts, and my dreams were of the 
dkrkest. I thongbt that, in a gloomy silence, we were 
I And trackless plain, with no sight 

raound of mau, tsave snch as accompanied our sad pro- 

~ llOD : that dead atul leafless trees were grouped about, 

I'looflesa dwellings and blackened ivnlls marked tbe 

LMrth; dark .-ilnggish streams stole heavily past, 

I weeds ujion their surface; while along the 

~~ * 3 and glossy reptiles, glaring with 
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otber, Bung in a " rauque " voice, that sounded like ttie 
clank of macliinery, a rude song, beatii^ time to ttie tune 
with tiia Iron bar. Tlie monotonous measure of the chant, 
which seldom varied in its note, sank deep into my chilled 
heart; and I think I hear still 



THE SOKG OF THE STOK£B. 



Bake, nke, lake, 

Ashee, cinden, and coal ; 
The fin we make, 
Hnit never alike, 

Like the Sre tbat rouu a •ooL 

Hamh ! my boye, 't ia a glorion* w 
To list lo the BtonnT main ; 

Bnt nor ware-lasb'd shore 

Nor liuu's PMi 
E'erequaird a luggage train. 



Nor ever a pool 
Oot tongue to cool. 
Except the boiler bant. 



We leave behind 



^^^ With th(> appnl of ■ nikM-iii 


I.T„in 


^^^L^ Bwilt wo pa« o'er ih? wUd a 


inraM. 


^^^^^^^ Tho' tbe night i# RtarlKe i 


ludMack; 


^^^^^■j^muri m Ko, 




^^^^^^Kbm Uw mip^ 




^^^^^Hb Bwn dam fo11<.w nnr i 


lr»ck. 


^^^^^^^^■iBlBuo, on .» 




^^^^^^^^Klvt in.' 
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TALES ur TU£ TKAlNti. 

<>■ koJ '«. till Ibr 1U7 b iPM*. 

Wr ra«b attk • ic»liliB trtmm , 
AbJ Ihr <-■(««. K Wfbi. 
rbri tait a ith aflrvcbt, 

Al lb* ct7 t-l t«ra|i>nc M(«b. 
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peculiar loom I am, unhappily, unable to say ; nor voald 
I allude to tbe circumstance. Have that it formed one of 
the moct embarrassing problems in my efforts at diviniag 
ber rank and coadition. Never was there such a travelliDg- 
costume ; and although it suited perfectly the frail and 
delicate beauty of the wearer, it ill accorded with the 
dingy *' conveniency " in which we Journeyed. Even to her 
shoes and stockings (for I aoticed these, — the feet were 
perfect) and gloves, — all the details of her dress had a 
freshness and propriety one rarely or ever sees encounter* 
ing the wear and tear of the road. The young gentleman 
at her side — for he, too, was scarcely more than five<and- 
twenty, at most — was also attired in a costume as little like 
that of a traveller; a drese-coat and evening waistcoat, 
over which a profusion of chains were festooned in that 
mode so popular in our day, showed that he certainly, in 
arranging his costume, had other thoughtfl than of wasting 
such attractions on the desert air of a railroad journey. 
He was a good-looking young fellow, with that mixture of 
frankness and careless ease tbe youth of England so 
eminently possess, in contradistinction to tbe young men 
of other countries; his manner and voice both attested 
that be belonged to a good class, and tbe general courtesy 
of his demeanor showed one who had lived in society. 
While he evinced au evident desire to enter into conver- 
sation and amuse bis companion, there was still an ap- 
pearance of agitation and incertitude about him wbicU 
showed that his mind was wanderiiig very far from tbe 
topic before him. More tbau once he checked himself. 
io the course of some casual merrimeul, aiid became sud- 
denly grave. — wliilo frcTn time to time he whispered to 
the young lady, nitb nu nivpearance of anxiety and eagcr- 
DM8 all his endeavors coiiM not effectually conceal. She, 
^ too, seemed agitated, — lutt. I thought, less so than he; 
might l>e. bowtver, tbol from the habitual quietude of 
V manner, the trails of '^n were less detectable by 

yed far, when several new 
I onttrvd the H sud thus broke up tbe 

MDTM whldj^l to be cstablisheil Wtivori) 

g enough in their way. — 
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there WW a bvftrt.v uli) l^mkiT from L««tl«. wbo w** full »( 
■ diuocr-part^' he bod U.->-u at with Feaivu* i>'C'»ut»i>r. tia- 
tUy before ; there wtm an iuttTeHiiii); y-iuiit; fellow mtf u»l 
obtaiuLil « fellowship at C'aiiil>ri<l):e, aiiJ waa giAog iKpwd %• 
viriit bia fauiily: ami laally, a luwl-talkiug, lo(Ml>laut;hu-u: 
nieiiiUr of the tail, in the biglif«t i>oMil>le apirita at the i>rvm- 
IMft of Iriah politica, ami exulting: in the fcativilk-a br wa* 
altuut to witni'M at Derryuaiie Ahbey. whitbc-r he- ■&• 
then pruceeiliuK with Home olhi*r Daiiaulea. to riait wL>; 
Turn Steele i-alla " hU au]£uat leader." My yuuu): frtrtft*. 
however, partook liltle iu the aiiiUM-imiit the newly arriit^l 
traveller* alTonlol; tliey ueitber reli»lie<) the t>ru«il. -juai;.: 
Ct>niiiiou>MUM- of the <jiiakvr. the c^iiiventatioiial ckvert»r» 
of tile Camliriil^ie man. or the puiiiieut tl>out:h aoiarwua: 
coarw .IroUery of tin- •• Kiiieral.ler." They Mt eilU; 
tutully rtilcut or coiiveroiii): in a low, imliHtiiirt nunDur. m::i> 
their heatln turmil t<inar>lii each olUer. The tjuakrr k^*. 
ua at Warwick. Ibe ■-Kellitw" Uiok bin leave aiiiia after. 
aod the O'SoiiielxMly was left liebimi at a MatKtn : the la*: 
thin^ 1 lieani of him. Uiiii: hia frantic ulioutin)! ■• tbr 
train nu'ved off. while he wax eit<leavitrintl tu awalkiw a 
lllaitH of hut l>r:>n<ly and water. We were alone ibra 
oniv nuKv; Imi wtntliow tlie iiitenal obich ha>l iin'tirvl 
ba<l I'liilkd tile wunii ciirn-nt "f ••ni iiilercoiirw : )q-rtia;-> 
t.Hi. lilt- ifliit-i of II IciiiL- Any'' j..iirney wi-n- uliiiu: ..u _• 
oJl. and we felt (bat i(i'Ii-)"->iIi.>ii I.i cmvirw^ wtiM-h atra.* 
ovi-r •vtn th.- Tiio-1 liaSiTiial travi ibr towanU the cl--r 
of a d:iy on itie fad. l':utly fr-ni tli.-.- .-auwi. aoil tiK*T 
Btrxnuly r-till fr-'iii iii\ .li..',i;i'' i" <ilitiiide •-■ >ti\ <'roalioa u|«« 
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he Buddenly turned towards me and said, "I am a perfect 
stranger here, and would feel obliged if yoQ could inform me 
which is the best hotel in Liverpool." He mode a slight 
pause and added, " I mean a quiet family hotel." 

" I rarely stop in the town myself," replied I ; " but when 
I do, to breakfast or dine, I take the Adelphi. I 'm sure you 
will find it very comfortable." 

They again conversed for a few momeuts together; and 
the young man, with an appearance of some hesitation, said, 
"Do you mean to go there now, sir?" 

"Yes," said I, "my intention is to take a hasty dinner 
before I start in the sl«amer for Ireland ; I see by my watch 
I shall have ample time to do so, as we shall arrive full half 
an hour before our time." 

Another pause, and another little discussion ensued, the 
only words of which I could catch from the young lady 
being, " I'm certain he will have no objection." Conceiving 
that these referred to myself, and guessing at their probable 
import, I immediately said, " If you will allow me to be 
your guide, I shall feel most happy to show you the way ; 
we can obtain a carriage at the station, and proceed tiiither 
at once." 

I was right in my surmise — both parties were profuse in 
tiieir acknowledgments — the yoang man avowing that it 
was the very request be was about to make when I antici* 
pated him. We arrived in due time at the station, and, hav- 
ing assisted my new acquaintances to alight, I found little 
riitllfiilly in iiliiciiiy; thcra in a caniu^Zf. fur iii^-^-au'e tlioy hrul 
none, neither portmanteau nor oari)*l!iag — not cvea a dress- 
ing-case — a droumstauce at which, however, I might have 
endeavored to avoid expressing my wooderi they sMmcd to 
feel re()uired au explauaUon at tlwlv Jw>hl JWtll look«l 
confused and abattbcd, nor mu it I ~ 

•elf in the details of my o 
to relieve ihcm from the i 
occaaionNl. 

" Here we are," said I^ 
stopped at that comfoi 
vhleh the fumes of I 
savory clor as ple&aant Ukl 
lk»u as it is tantalizing d " 
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*^ Good-bye/* said I, as I watched their retiring figures up 
the wide staircase. ^^She is devilish pretty; and what a 
good figure ! I did not think any other than a French woman 
could adjust her shawl in that fashion." And with these very 
soothing reflections I betook myself to the cofifee-room, and 
soon was deep in discussing the distinctive merits of mulli- 
gatawny, mock-turtie, or mutton choi)8, or listening to that 
everlasting psean every waiter in England sings in praise of 
the ''joint." 

In all the luxury of my own littie table, with my own 
little salt-cellar, my own cruet-stand, my beer-glass, and its 
younger brother for wine, I sat awaiting the arrival of my 
fare, and puzzling my brain as to the unknown travellers. 
Now, had they been but clothed in the ordinary fashion of 
the road, — if the lady had worn a plaid cloak and a beaver 
bonnet, — if the gentleman bad a brown Taglioui and a cloth 
cap, with a cigar-case peeping out of bis breast-pocket, like 
everybody else in tbis smoky world, — had they but the 
ordinary allowance of trunks and boxes, — I should have 
been coolly conning over tbe leading article of the ''Times," 
or enjoying tbe spicy leader in tbe last ** Examiner; " but, 
no, — they bad sbrouded themselves in a mystery, though not 
in garments; and tbe result was tbat I, gifted with that 
inquiring spirit wbicb Paul Pry informs us is tbe character- 
istic of tbe age, actually tortured myself into a fever as to 
who and what tbev inis^bt be, — tbe orisnn, tbe course, and 
tbe probable termination of their present adventure, — for an 
adventure I determined it must be. " People do sucli odd 
things nowadays," said I, "there's no knowing what the 
deuce they may be at. I wish I even knew their names, for 
I am certain I shall read to-morrow or the nest day in the 
second column of the ' Times,* * AVbv will not W. P. and C. P. 
return to their afflicted friends? Write at least, — write to 
your bereaved parents, No. 12 Russell Square;' or. * If F. 
M. S. will not inform her motlier whither she has gone, tht' 
deaths of more than two of tlie family will be the oonso- 
quence.*" Now, could I only find out their names. I eouM 
relieve so much family apprehension — Here comes the soup, 
however, — admirable relief to a worried brain I how every 
mouthful swamj^s reflection ! — even tlie platitinle of the 
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wailrr's f:UT l»*, :i?*!Im' M«*lliiNli?<I- ^ay, •* a Mr*-vl j-::-. .. 
NO aL'tVi-alilv tl<Mr< It ili\4'*«t tin- iiiiii<i ni a lii<*ii;^til t!.* 
aiiii >iiL':Zot tliat ltli'a**ai)t xaniitv ^i» r*«M'iilial !•• ti:* :. 
(liiiiitT Tilt' turri'ii was <jiiiti*. aii<l tlifii raim- ••i.i- ••' '.. • 
rttraiijir inttTvaU wiiirh all tavmif lH-»t«»n, a^ if !•• '.i *'. " 
cXtftit of I'htliiraiM'i' aiul palu-in'r nf tlirir ;^'iir«t«. 

.Mv tli<Mii:iit*< inriifl al ont-t* t<> tlicir ••M tr.i< ^ I 

liavf it," .saiil I, a-* a MinHlyiniiuU''! 7«iij^^i'?<li«>ii *!!.■! :..■ 
iiiv Nraiii. " 1 (.i?« i*« an altair of rli!irc<*al aijii ••\.i.i< 
llii-i i** •♦••MH' itaiiiiiaitlr «lfvirf of arsiMiH' or ^iija:-!- 
— tliri^i' vouhl: un'tciit** havr rtuiir i|i»wii hi-n* !■• j- - 
lln-in-1-lvr-.. aiiij lu' ?<iii«>tlH-i(il in llial iiiiHir ia:?«T.% ■. •■ 
iliK'i-ii aiiioiiL' u**. 'I'tirif will U' a iliiiiMt'*liN'ki'«t •!•- 
:<infll iif i*ai )hi|jii' ;^:f« tliroii-jii llu* ki-v-!ii>lt' iii liii- ::.• " 
1 liavi- It all )ii fi>rr iii«>« i-Vi ii tt» Um- iiiaii'lliii li'Tit. u -. 

lWrIltV-«»lir \ri «.«■•* of lliailillill iHH'IrV at till- f«»»T '•' .' 

liiiiik I lnar till' «*on»n*'r'j» cliai::*', aipl '*•■*' tin- ihrii- •:, . .: .• 
aiiil i'rj:it[Mn«T !ialf'pi>niiy )iriH|ii(iii Ufun- tin- r.: \ . •; . 
Writ" f'nni'i in fli«' \Mijtli'- |.ii«»*i'HH|iin. Ii'-.'ithi r wi*:. i *• v 
k«'V an'l a l<ill t'«>r a |iinrtii>>n at liirniiii;«*tiain \\\ .1 ••■ i 
Will ]>ii-v«nt it. tli'Mijli : I u ill **{m>i1 lln-ir fun ilii'< li:t;* . if *•. 
will liavr |ili\«|r. 1. t t!ii:ii li:ivi- -<i||h'tliin;j jn^! :i* r.-i :*- ..- 
l.ijT i|..l -.11 miii! 1- -ii-. \! V ••«!! iji«M"ii !* :i '■:i-ii. ■/ V. * • 
ail i :i -.;■■•■ "* ■',,■ ■ !..!:.T." n I :.. :i .' t .•!.• «. . i- . • 
in\ ■!.• i:'i';i.- w.'i- ijitin •lt*!!i.»i ••• '■• « 'i* -' 

I \\ i* ■,;-' ..• l}-.'ij II'".-' ' •■ :: \ -i • ■! i *..•■• ■/ i •;*•• 
w !ii ii TUi- \- ■•;• J r: iri •■'':■ i ' .t ■■ Vi .-:• -•::.. :i; i «:»•.• 
tiiw .1- I- ■• •■. At I. : -• . .- ■■ I-.-.' I ■. ■ I I -i •■• -i^ikt: ■!: i- 

iii'iii ;-: ■!], ir.-l !.■■ *■.•• . i '.. • . ■ . • i . . i- if wi* . *.■:!•■ 

• ■li:i!.j. ■ ■: ;■;■■•-■. ' • ■ ■.. «- ' - . •■■.■. - ;:i. ■:.■■: .:.^ tiH* 

ii ""■.:;*:••! I. ■ 1 ■ • ■ ' . ■ I . I* \x ; . . | ikal, 

■•:i:I, - 

•• \\ . \ .*■».■■■ .■.■.'— ' ;. ir lixnr?' 

•• I'.;. . : • 1-:-. I . ■• -:• i ^ . . :i . aifl I 'm 

!i.'iii . "1 pi'Mif^l with MJ 

'ii:.:.< : . I- ! \ ■ ■ .. .i!.i t!u' |i«ckct 
.1* -■.-■. 

• !'• I , : : • . •• > ■ i: '1-in;: *«> will !■ 

I \. ;-« • .' i • »-v •■ i ii- J ni\-«-lf upon 
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He paused, aad althoagb I waited for him to resume, 
be appeared io do bamor to do so, but seemed more con- 
fused tbau before. 

" H&ng it," said he at leugtb, *< I am a very bungliug 
negotiator, aud never in my life could manage a matter of 
any difflcnltj." 

*' Take a glass of sherry," said I; " try if that may not 
assist to recall your faculties." 

" No, DO," cried he ; '^ I bare taken a bottle of it already, 
and, by Jove, I rather think my head is only the more 
addled. Do you know that I am in a most confounded 
scrape. I have run away with that young lady; we were 
at an evening-party last night together, and came straight 
away from the supper-table to the train." 

" Indeed ! " said I, laying down my knife and fork, not a 
little gratified that I was at length to learn the secret that 
had so long teased me. " And so you have run away with 
her! " 

"Yes; it was no sudden thought, however, — at least, it 
was an old attachment ; I have known her these two months." 

"Ob! oh!" said I; "then there was prudence in the 
affair." 

"Perhaps you will say so," said be, quickly, "when I 
tell you sbe has £30,000 in the Funds, and something like 
£1700 a year besides, —not that I care a straw for the 
money, but, in the eye of the world, that hind of thing has 
its eclat." 

" So it has," said I, " and a very pretty iclat it is, and 
one that, somehow or anotber, preserves its attractions niiii-b 
longer than moat surprises ; but I do not see tbe scrape, 
after all." 

" I am coming to that," said ho, gbi 
the room. "The affair occurred tU» 1 
evening-party. — a kind of il&j'rHni, it H 
— Charlotte came with ber auni, — ft 
that has no love for me ; iu fact, 4 
game, and reaolvM) lo tliwitrt It. 
obliged to be most cimuii'i'ii':. bu4'i 
approach her, not cvfn i-i i-l 
vv*niup. As it grew Ut<', li.iK.v.t, J 4 
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fdiirai^rnllft or \vf*> fuiilioiin. unil I dhl :i«k hi I ;..: :» u . *. 
Till* old laiiy liri!«tli'«l up at oikv* aiitl u-»ki-*l f<*i ti' : •.»• 
(liailiilti- acrrptril my iiivitalioii, aii<l !«ai<l ->:.• n 
rnlaiiilv not ivtirc >o rarU ; ainl I, tn t'lit iht- :i..iV* r -.. 
Iril liiT to till' top of tlir pMtiii. We i«alt/cii \**^' :;.» • . 
llu'ii had a * 'jallop.' and ari«>r tliat >otiif <*li:iiiip:i.*:.i 
thru aitotlirr ^^all/ : fi>r ( hailoitr uai* ti«iil\i<i t> .- 
old hulv a li'?*-!'!!, — >\it' ha«» ^plrlt for aiiMinii.' ' W. 
wa?* ijrowin:: latf hy thi-* tiiiir. aii-l w«- wi-nl iti *. ..• 
the aunt at la-:; luit. hv .lnvr! hin- u:i^ ip>: t- - : 

■ 

Wc hlllltlMl iVrrVWhrlr fiU htT. Itnikid Uiii l!i t\.'\ . 

■ 

of tiif •*>ipp«M-MHiiii. whi'ii- it «:i- iiHi-'t lii»i^\ \« ■ • 
di^^mviT ii«'|- ; and at hiijlh. !•• I'lli liiiiTil:d h'-r i*>: -.»r -. 
Wi- h'ariird liia* **il«' ha^l 'ifih-lrd ihi' r:iin:ij* i.| .i ' . 
ln'forc. Mild L'"!!!- n:K t|.-i-i;ij iiij tiiMt -In Uiiii.-. *. : : « 
Itittr- fallni l"» frU'ii I'l ! h'liiir. a- -.»• :iti-t.' :- --. -. 
lio iii:!il«-iiri' iiNii iuT. Ill*:*- wa-* a jmllN i-i.-. .• --. 
old jinrn-mau I'liiu. a* i liail-iltr •'!:ii, !••. i •:.. . ' ■ 
rh'>lt'ni' ;ii:iii i\; l.iijlaii 1. He had i\:.it->i Ti\«> '•lute- 
in ili:» i*. ai.'i '..i'i'»ul\ r-i-ajMil In inj !ia?ij«d at ^I .. :• 
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*' Ob ! that's it," said I, peerii^ at him ahiewdly from 
under my ey elide. 

" Yee, that 'a it ; don't you think it is bad enough? " and 
he spoke the words with a reckless frankness that BatisSed 
oJl mj scruples. " I ought to tell yon," said he, '' that my 
name is Blunden ; I am lieuteoant in the Buffs, oa leave ; 
and now that you know my secret, will you lend me twenty 
pounds? which perhaps, may be enough to carry us forward, 
— at least, it wUl do, until it will be safe for me to write for 
money." 

"But what would bring you to the North?" said I; 
" wby not put yourselrea ou board the mail-packet this 
evening, and come to Dublin? We will marry you there 
Just as cheaply ; pursuit of you will be jnst as difficult ; and 
I 'd venture to say, you might choose a worse land for the 
honeymoon." 

" But I have no money," said he; "you forgot that." 

"For the matter of money," said I, "make your mind 
easy. If the young lady is going away with her own con- 
sent, — if, indeed, elie is as anxious to get married as you 
are. — make me the banker, and I 'II give her away, be the 
bridesmaid, or anything else you please." ■ 

" Yon are a trump," said he, helping himself to another 
glass of my sherry ; and then filling out a third, which emptied 
the bottle, he olapped me ou the shoulder, and said, " Here 's 
your health; now come upstairs." 

" Stop a moment," said I, " I must see her alone, — there 
must be no tampering with the evidence." 

He hesitated for a second, and surveyed me from bead to 
foot; and wheilier it nn^ the number of my double ctiiua 
or the rotondity of my waistco.it divested hin rnind of Ujr 
jealous scruples, but he smiled coolly, and miid, 'T 
■hall, old buck. — we will never quarrel about that." 

Upstain we vent accordingly, and into a Iittniii 
ing-room cm the flr^t Hoor, at one end of i 
head buried In Ler tianiU, the young \iu\y n 

" Charlotte," said Iji-. " this cenllenian iij 
take an interest in our foriunes, but be d "° 
with you alone." 

I waved my band to him to prevent Ui>|| 
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more time ; it wants bat ■ quarter to ecTeo, and we most be 
on board in ten minutes." 

Ab I have already remarked, my fellow-tjavellera were 
not burdened with lugg^e, so there was little difficulty in 
expediting tbeir departure; and in half an hour from that 
time we were gliding down the Meney, and gazing on the 
spangled lampa which glittered over that gteat city of soap, 
sugar, attd aassaftas, train-oil, timber, and tallow. The 
youag lady soon went below, as the n^ht was chilly ; but 
Blunden and myself walked the deck antil near twelve 
o'clock, chatting ox'er whatever came uppermost, and giving 
me an opportunity to perceive that, without posseasing any 
remarkable ability or devemess, be was one of those off- 
hand, candid, clear-headed young fellows, who, when trained 
in the admirable discipline of the mess, become the excellent 
specimens of well-oonducted, well-mannered gentlemen our 
army abounds with. 

We arrived in due course in Dublin. I took my friends 
up to Morrison's, drove with them after breakfast to a fash- 
ionable milliner's, where the young lady, with an admirable 
taste, selected such articles of dress as she cared for, and I 
then saw them duly married. I do not mean to say that the 
ceremony was performed by a bishop, or that a royal duke 
gave her away ; neither can I state that the train of carriages 
comprised the equipages of the leading nobility. I only 
vouch for the fact that a little man, with n black eye and a 
siniater ooaDtenance, read a ceremony of his own compos- 
ing, and made th«m write their names in a great book, and 
pay thirty ghiliiu^n for hia si-rvicys; nfliT niiich 1 I'dl ii 
fifiy-I>ound uote into Btuuden's liuml, saUik'd ihi' lnjili'. 
and. wisUiufi tiiem erwy health ftnd happinesH, touk tii> 
leave. 

They Btan«d ■ 
tending to ci 
me to leave i 
round * 
pound*, Willi i 

antl t 

They wsnl^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^bpy 
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the; drew him off, tie kicked at mo like a demon. Never 
has it been m; lot to vritness such an oatbreak of wrath ; 
and, indeed, were I to judge from the symptoms it occasioned, 
the old fellow had better not repeat it, or aasaredly apoplexy 
would follow. 

"TbatTillaiu, — that old ruffian," said he, glaring at me 
with flaabing eyeballs, while be meusced me with his closed 
fiat, — " that cursed, meddling scoundrel is the cause of the 
greatest calamity of my life." 

''Are you her father, then?" articnlated I, faintly, for a 
misgiving came over me that my boasted benevolence might 
prove a mistake. "Are you her father?" The words were 
not out, when be dashed at me once more, and were it not 
for the watchfuloees of the others, ineviubly bad finished 
me. 

"I've heard of you, my old buck," said I, affecting a 
d^ee of ease and security my heart sadly belied. " I 've 
heard of your dreadful temper already, — I know you can't 
control yourself. I know all about the waiter at Uaidstone. 
By Jove, they did not wrong yon ; and I am not surprised at 
your poor daughter leaving you — " But he would not suffer 
me to conclude ; and once more bis wrath boiled over, and 
all the efforts of the others were barely sufficient to calm him 
into a semblance of reason. 

There would be an end to my narrative if I endeavored 
to convey to my reader the scene which followed, or recount 
the various outbreaks of passion which ever and anon in- 
terrupted the old man, and induced him to diverge into 
sundry little by-ways of lamentation ovei his misfortune, 
and corses upon my meddling interference. Indeed his 
vhote namttre was oondnoted more in the ntaccnto stvlp of 
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lUncefl of ber family and fortune were voiuiiuinicatcti to hia 
in con Ode nee by ti^rM'lf: am) altliouticli fliv cXinvMnl Ut 
COnvirlioD of the uiut hn])0)Mibilit}' of ubUiuiii)! Imt fatiM-r * 
consent to an untitle«I match, hIw aa rcaolutely rrfuMil l-> 
elu[>c n'ith bim. The ifHult, bowerer. wait aa wr have ••■». 
abe did cloi>e, — was marrUt), — tbey niaiie a wcdaliiig tour lo 
tbe Hi^lhlandi*, nm) retunietl to lllumleu Hall two mor.lLit 
after, where tbe old geotleinan welooR)t><l Uiem witb aSm»-o 
and funiivenesM. At>out a fi>rtni|;bt after tlieir return, it >m 
deemed necestiary to uinke in<iuiry aa to the rirrutiintaiMV* 
of her ealate and fundi-*) i>rDper(y, wlien tbe youii); laaly fr^l 
upon her kneea, wept bitterly, aaid ahe liail imiI a ■»■ 
pence, — that the whole Ibinn waa a ■■ ruse ; " that abr b*>l 
Itaiil five jKiunda for a choleric father, three ten for as 
aunt warraDte<l tu wear "astin;" in fact, ttiat abe t—\ 
been twice marrii-d l)efi)re, and bail beary tniagiTia^ that 
tbe busluinda were atill living;. 

There was nothinti; left for it but compromise. ■* I )»«« 
ber," Haiil he, " five liun<Ire«l {wunda to |^ to tbe devil, mml 
I regisrereil. the aame day. a solemn oatli tbal if ever I net 
this same Tramp, be shiiuld carry tbe imprea* of mjr ksscUea 
on his face to the day of his death." 

The train reachcl Harrow aa the oM getttlemui apoke. I 
waiti'il ijiilil it wnH iiii.iiii in ni<ilitin, and, llintciog wmIp tbe 
ilo.>r, I wprant,' "Ut, and from that day In tbia have atnrtl* 
avKJiUtl funnitif; ac<[iiniiilnn(-o with a white lace boanet, 
evi-n ni a diHtnnce, <>t evir ln-frit-mlm',! a lii-ulenant in ibe 

ItllfTN. 





I GOT into the Dover '* down traiD " at the station, and after 
seeking for a place in two or three of the leading carriagee, 
St last eocoeeded in obtaining one where there were only two 
other passengers. These were a lady and a gentlenum, — the 
former, a yoang, pleaaing-looking girl, dressed in quiet 
inottrniii^; iln' lalUT wns n mil, gniim, hilimis- looking miin, 
with grimly gray bair, and nii extravagantly aquiline no8t'. 
I guessed, from tlie positions ihoy occupied in the carriage, 
that they were not ac^iualDtanoes, and my conjeetare proved 
sabseqaently true. The youiig lady was pale* UteOH iB 
delicate health, ami wvined very weary •"'""" 
was fa»t asW-p as I rnterod the cnrriage, i 
DotwitliataDdiiig all the riot and disturbl 
statioo. I took my place directly f 
travellers ; and whether from mere a 
ing interest a pretty face in6p!iCft,f 
Isdj ; liM gaunt mut oppostlk t 
preasjble sfarewdDeM, and with | 
Itead. whispered b a Icm i; 



214 



TALKS iir TilK TKAIS.s 



'•Xu! 110 ; lint u liil uf it: ;-lii' itii.'t a-li-j'. — ::.■■. 
do slitji. — ij.v,-r:" 

■mil:' tlioimliil t..iii\-i-lf. ■ i;,.r...aui>iii.r .-;:.— . ■ 
not n-iii:irk:il.li> for .»i-r-li.i»-iiii-f.- ^"' f.T. t.. -:._\ :r.' 
»fsi.r.-^^i.iii ..f till' -i«-akir- faw »ii<l tlu- .»i.ii;> •■: :.;• 
Uiu<l.' nil- >ii>|>i-<'( (hat li.' K!i- ii..t :i lima. 1. ■■'. ~n:.:\\ 
rfll>-<'ii<iii liu'l jH-arrvIv \>:f^<\ tUr.-ii::ri iii\ iim.-i. • 
aruT-v :-'>fllv from hi>. m-uI. :iii-I U"<i:i..'I a ]>:»■• I- -; ;■ 

•■ Y..U IlViiijIil -li.- wa- fa-I." -;ui I.. . a- li.' lai : :. . 
rutiiiliadv •'■) iiiv arm; -I ktx.w }■■» .ii i. — I -:ii» 
uioiiiciit voii ratiir i[iiu ili-- iMinaji." 

■■Wliv'. I.lhl tliii.k-- 

"All! that -.i.oiv..; :iMi,_v a..i.r. L.-ri !:.-:. 

tWv ar<- not iiii'h-r-t'io-L ii> ki.<-ii>- tlim. :>: : .• 

w.,'f\^ 1).' li.-:iv..| a [.r..f..llli.i -ijh. ali.i .il.l:-.. : .. 
Ul-iti iii- Ixi-"!!!. a- iIi>>iil:1i III. -■ [.11111.111 li;.'! ■•\t:m . 
Liiii nilli arl!irti(>Ti, 

■■I£i.l.i;.-. -ir."-;..-i I,. I..1...-. Kiii. ;. -1:.!. •■' :.;-.■.. 
ri-allvl:...;.-.if..r!.,i.i:.!.lr, . - ■■ -j.i.n.v - ; !i.aT-.H. .■ • 
Ar.- V..I1 ina.ri.-.i:" «!,i-i.-!. .1 I,.-- 

•■ N... Ml.- .:.!.i I. |...;i:.:% ; f... a. I 1..^.; • • . ■ ". 



. .1..I 



t>i tr.r 



:i;|.a 



. 1 



3it aball 1 ■ay. •ir? — n unmI ■ 
tor-', — ti'>iM|i'ifiil ' itci 




FAST ASLEEP AND WIDE AWAKE. 245 

'* Did Qot I tell ;oQ so? " whispered be again in m; ear. 
" Ob ! " aod bere be gave a deep groan, " wben tbey 're in 
delicate bealtb, and tbey 're greatly fatted, there 'a no 
being up to them ! " 

Tbe remainder of our Joaruey was not long in getting 
over ; but brief ae it was, I could not help feeling annoyed at 
tbe pertinacity with which the bilious gentleman purposely 
mbuuderstood every word the young lady spoke. The moat 
plain, matter-of-fact observatious from her were received by 
him as though she was a monster of duplicity ; and a casual 
mistake as to tbe name of a station he pounced upon, aa 
though it were a wilful and intentional untmtb. This con- 
duct, on his part, was made ten times worse to me by his 
continued nudgiogs of the elbow, ely winks, and muttered 
sentences of '■Yoabear that" — " There 's more of it" — 
" You would not credit it now," etc ; until at length he suc- 
ceeded in silencing tbe poor girl, who, in all likelihood, set us- 
botb down for the two greatest savt^es in England. 

On arriving at Dover, although I was the bearer of de- 
spatches requiring the utmost baste, a dreadful bnrricane 
from tbe eastward, accompanie<l by a tremendous swell, pre- 
ventetl any packet venturing out to sea. Tbe commander of 
" Tbe Hornet," however, told me, should the weather, as 
was not improbable, moderate towards daybreak, be would 
do his best to run me over to Calais ; " only be ready," said 
be, " at a moment's notice, for I will get tbe steam up, and 
be off in a Jiffy, whenever tbe tide begins to ebb." In com- 
pliaiw* with thin injunction, T determined not to go to bed, 
awl, orderiug my supper in a private room, I prepare"! myself 
Ui iiaaa the iaterveuiug time as well as might be. 

YellowU/a OOmpUments," saiil the waiter, as I 

hntkc Ibr iTMrt of A iMl^ne, and obtained a bird's-eye 

vim ol llxatddklMk^U|dpr, where hai-d eggs and jelly, 

.j^^^^j ,^^^(|jpj. ju ^ delicious 

iTellowley's compliments, sir, 
r if be might join you at 
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^^ Yes, bat yoo do, tboogh," said the gaunt maji of the 
raihx)ad, as he entered the room, with four cloaks on one 
arm, and two umbrellas under the other. 

^^ Oh ! it *s you," said I, half rising from my chair ; for in 
spite of my annoyance at the intrusion, a certain degree of 
fear of my companion overpowered me. 

^^ Yes," said he, solemnly. ^^Can you untie this cap? 
The string has got into a black-knot, I fear ; " and so he 
bent down his huge face while I endeavored to relieve him 
of his head-piece, wondering within myself whether they 
had shaved him at the asylum. 

^^ Ah, that's comfortable! " said he at last; and he drew 
his chair to the table, and helped himself to a considerable 
portion of the pie, which he covered profusely with red 
pepper. 

Little conversation passed during the meal. My com- 
panion ate voraciously, filling up every little pause that 
occurred by a groan or a sigh, whose vehemence and depth 
were strangely in contrast with his enjoyment of the good 
cheer. When the supper was over, and the waiter had 
placed fresh glasses, and with that gentle significance of 
his craft had deposited the decanter, in which a spoonful 
of sherry remained, directly in front of me, Mr. Yellowley 
looked at nie for a moment, threw up his eyebrows, and 
with an air of more bonhomie than I thought he could muster, 
said, — 

'' You will have no objection, I hope, to a little warm 
brandy and water." 

'* None whatever; and the less, if I may add a cigar." 

" Agreed," said he. 

These ingredients of our comfort being produced, and the 
waiter having left the room, Mr. Yellowley stirred the fire 
into a cheerful blaze, and, nodding amicably towards me, 

said, — 

*'Your health, sir; I should like to have added your 



name." 



** Tramp, — Tilbury Tramp," said I, "at your service." 
I would have added Q. C, as the couriers took that lately; 
but it leads to mistakes, so I said nothing about it. 

** Mr. Tramp," said my companion, while he placeil 
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one band in bU waiatcoat, in that attitude so favored by 
John Kemble and Napoleon. '< You are a young man?" 
" Forty-two," aaid I, " if I live till June." 
" Yon might be a hundred and forty-two, sir." 
" Lord bless you ! " said I, " I don't look so old." 
*'I repeat it," said be, "you might t>e a hundred and 
forty-two, and not know a wbit more about them." 
*' Here wc are," thought I, *' back od the moDomania." 
"Yoa may smile," said he, "it was an nogenerous in- 
sinuation. Nothing waa farther from my thoughts; bnt it's 
true, — they require the study of a lifetime. Talk of Law 
or Physio or Divinity ; it 's child's play, sir. Now, you 
thought that young girl was asleep." 
" Why, she certainly looked so." 

"Loolted BO," said he, with a sneer; "what do I look 
like? Do I look like a man of sense or intelligence?" 

" I protest," said I, cautiously, " I won't suffer myself to 
be led away by appearances ; I would not wbb to be unjust 
to you." 

" Well, sir, that artful young woman's deception of yon 
has preyed upon me ever since ; I was going on to Walmer 
to>night, but I could n't leave this without seeing you once 
more, and gi\'ing you a caution." 

"Dear me. I thought nothing about it. You took the 
matter too much to heart." 

"■ Too much to heart," said he, with a bitt«r sneer ; 
"ttwt'a the cant that deceives half the world. If men, 
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Foreign Office was a special order for free transit tbe whole 
vay to CalcDtta. This docuDoent set forth the argent 
necessity there existed to pay me erery possible attention 
en route; in fact, it waa a sort of Downing-Street finnan, 
ordering all whom it might coDcem to take care of Simon 
Yellowley, nor permit bim to salTer an; let, impediment, or 
iDConvenieDce on the road. Bat a strange thing, Mr. 
Tramp, — a very strange thing, — was in this paper. In tbe 
exchange of my friend's appoiotment for my own, tbe clerk 
bad merely inserted jny name in lieu of bis in all tbe pSfters ; 
and then, sir, what should I discover but that this free 
transit extended to ' Mr. Yellowley and lady,' while, doobt- 
lesB, my poor friend was obliged to travel en garfon ? This 
extraordinary blnnder I only discovered when leaving Lod- 
doD in tbe train. 

*' We were a party of Ibree, sir." Here he groaned 
deeply. "Three, — just as it na^ht be this very day. I 
occupied the place that you did this morning, while opposite 
to me were a lady and a gentleman. The gentleman waa 
an old round-faced little man, chatty and merry after bis 
fashion. The lady — the lady, sir — if I bad never seen 
her but that day, I should now call her an angel. Yes, Mr. 
Tramp, I flatter myself that few men understand female 
beanty belter. I admire tbe cold regularity and impassive 
loveliness of ttte Ncnth, I glmy in tbe volnptnous maguifl- 
eence of ItaliSD beanty; I can relish tbe sporkling ooqaetry 
of Fraooe, tbs pUintivv qaiettiess tod sleepy tendemese of 
' ^ my: not do I mi.lrrvului- llii- lir.>Kn j^Uiici.! gkiu and 
f ty« of lite Malabar ; bat alK. »ir, nbe wn6 eotnelliing 
I all tbcM-: and It «o obanoed ibat 1 bail ami'lc 
«rvB bi<r, for wbni I eoteml tbe carriage she vm 
- asleep," eai<1 be, with a bltler "MOkeij Mscrvii'ly 
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" ' Would she did, — would to Heaven she did ! ' exclaimed 
I, in a tranaport. 

"■ 'Ob, then, she's afraid, is sbe? She dreads tbe blacks, 
I suppose.' 

"'No, sir; I am not married. The insertion of these 
words was a mistake of the official who made oat mj 
papers ; for, alas I I am alone in the world.' 

'"Bat why don't you marry, sir?' said tbe little man, 
briskly, and with an eye glisteuing with paternity. * Young 
ladies ain't scarce — ' 

" ' True, most true ; but even supposing I were fortuoate 
enough to meet the object of my wishes, I have no time. 1 
received this appoiotment last eveniog; to-day 1 am here, 
to-morrow I shall be on the billows ! ' 

"' Ab, that's unfortunate, indeed, — very an fortunate.' 

" 'Had I but one week, — a day, — ay, an hoar, sir.' said 
I, ' I 'd make an offer of my brilliant position to some lovely 
creature who, tired of the dreary North and its gloomy skies, 
would prefer tbe unclouded heaven of the Himalaya and the 
perfumed breezes of the valley of Sautancantontarabod ! ' 

** A lightly breathed sigh fell from the sleeping beaaty, 
and at the same time a smile of inexpressible sweetness 
played upon her lips; but, like the ripple upon a glassy 
etTMm, that disappearing left all placid and motionless 
igkin, tbe fair features were in a moment calm as befoi-e. 

*' * fVif loo^^ fldlrato.' ■ffhi«pCTP'l -my rompnnion. 

■■■*.>iir (ii-if«t;tblo cliuiale:' sai.i 1, bictei'ly; for she 
couiiliwl twice at Ihe instaut. 'Oh, why are the loveliest 
Qowera the offspring of the deadliest soil ! ' 

"She awoke, not suddenly or abruptly, hut as Venus 

" " 1 bave risen from the sparkling sea and thrown the 
rdfope from tier hair, and then she opened her eyes. 
I do you oiiderBtand eyes?" 

~~ - y gyj] yj^( ^^y tp spoflk of." 

ffely sorry : for to llie 

B naught. It would lie ns uii- 

't before a blind man as di.'^- 

Biit 
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precarioas position of our Eastern possessions, — I bethought 
me of the incalculable services the ability of even a Yellow- 
ley might render his country in the far-off valley of the 
Himalaya, and I sat down on my portmanteau, a happier — 
nay, I will say, a better man. 

*'The accidents — we call them such every day — the 
accidents which fashion our lives, are always of our own 
devising, if we only were to take trouble enough to trace 
them. I have a theory on this head, but 1 'm keeping it 
over for a kind of a Bridgewater Treatise. It is enough 
now to remark that though my number at the dinner-table 
was 84, I exchanged with another gentleman, who could n't 
bear a draught, for a place near the door. No. 122. Ah, 
me ! little knew I then what that simple act was to bring 
with it. Bear in mind, Mr. Tramp, 122 ; for, as you may 
remember, Sancho Panza's story of the goatherd stopped 
short, when his master forgot the number of the goats; 
and that great French novelist, M. de Balzac, always 
hangs the interest of his tale on some sum in arithmetic, 
in which his hero's fortune is concerned : so my story 
bears upon this number. Yes, sir, the adjoining seat, No. 
123, was vacant. There was a cover and a napkin, and 
there was a chair placed leaning against the table, to 
mark it out as the property of some one absent ; and day by 
day was that vacant place the object of my conjectures. 
It was natural this should be the case. My left-hand 
neighbor was the first mate, one of those sea animals 
most detestable to a landsman. He had a sea appe- 
tite, a sea voice, sea jokes, and, worst of all, a sea 
laugh. I shall never forget that fellow. I never spoke 
to him that he did not reply in some slang of his abomi- 
nable profession ; and all the disagreeables of a floating 
existence were increased ten-fold by the everlasting refer- 
ence to the hated theme, — a ship. What he on the 
right hand might prove, was therefore of some moment 
to me. Another Coup de Mer like this would be un- 
endurable. The crossest old maid, the testiest old bach- 
elor, the most peppery nabob, the flattest ensign, the 
most boring of tourists, the most careful of mothers, 
would be a boon from heaven in comparison with a blue- 
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rustle of a silk dress was beard brusbiDg my choir. I 
turoed, and what do jou think, Mr. Tramp? — shall I en> 
deavor to describe my emotions tojou?" 

Tliis nae said in a tone ao completely questioning that I 
aaw Mr. Yellowley waited for my answer. 

"I am afraid, sir," said 1, looking at my vatch, "if the 
emotioDB yon speak of vill occapy much time, we had better 
skip them, for it only wants a quarter to twelve." 

" We will omit them, then, Mr. Tramp ; for, as you 
justly observe, they would require both time and space. 
Well, sir, to be brief, 123 was the angel of the railroad." 

"The la<iy you met at — " 

" Yes, sir. if you prefer to call her the lady; for I shall 
persist in my previous designatiou. Oh, Mr. Tramp, that 
was the great moment of my life. You may have remarked 
that we pass from era to era of our existence, as though it 
were from one chamber to another. The gay, the sparkling, 
and the brilliant succeed to the dark and gloomy apartmeot, 
scarce illnmined by a ray of hope, and we move on in our 
life's Journey, with new objects suggesting new actions, and 
the actions engendering new frames of thought, and we think 
oarselvee wiser as our vicissitudes grow thicker; but I must 
not continue this theme. To me, this moment was the 
greatest transition of my life. Here was the ideal before 
me, which neither art had pictured, nor genius described, — 
ttte kivelieet creature I ever beheld. She turned round on 
taking; her place, ami witii a alii;!)! gesture of cnrpriso recfig- 
iiiz.i-d mi' Bt once as her former fellow-travcllor. I have bail 
prou'l moments in my life, Mr. Tramp. I aliaJI never forget 
how the Commander of the Forces at Boulabcnsli -liiiil to 
me in full nmlicnce, in the prcsetico of all the officials. — 

" ' Yellowley. this is devilish hMi — b^HU^ttwe luiTV it 
in Europe." 

" But here m 
fnl movement n _ 

soar<w delected, sent a 
In former days, by d 
men won tbcir way i 
prrtent time bate I' 
littli- atlrntloDS of | 
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travellere to the uttennont boundu of the earth, and wearied 
spirits aeeking for change wherever it might be found. Had 
I not myself been alone, a very ' waif ' upon the shores of 
life, I should have felt attract«d by the interest of her 
isolation ; now there was a sympathy to attach us, — there 
was that similarity of position — that idem tiolle, et idem 
veUe — which, we are told, constitutes true friendship. She 
seemed to arrive at this conclusiun exactly as I did myself, 
and received with the most captivating frankness all the little 
attentioDB it was in my power to bestow ; and in fact to 
regard me, in some sort, as her companion. Thus, we walked 
ttie deck each morning it was fine, or, if stormy, played at 
chess or piquet in the cabin. Sometimes she worked while I 
read aloud for her ; and such a treat aa it was to hear her 
criticisms on the volume before us, — how just and true her 
appreciation of sound and correct principles, — how skilful 
the diatinctions she would make between the false glitter of 
tinsel sentiment and the dull gold of real and sterling moral- 
ity ! Her mind, naturally a gifted one, had received every 
aid education could bestow. French and Italian literature 
were as familiar to her as was English, while in mere accom- 
plishments she far excelled those who habitually make such 
acquirements the grand business of early life. 

"Yon are, I presume, a man of the world, Mr. Tramp. 
You may, perhaps, deem it strange that several days rolled 
over before I ever even thought of inquiring her name ; but 
aaoh was the case. It no more entered into my conception 
to ask after it, than I alioulil have ilreamed of what might Ite 
ibc botanical designation of some lovely flowor by whose 
bwaty anil fragrance I was captivated. Enough for uie 
thai tbi3 bright petals were tipped with azure ond gold, and 
Uie fair stem was graceful in its slender elegance. I cared 
not wlioro Jussieu might have arranged or Linnivue classed 
it. Dut ■ eliaDC« revealed thi- matter even before it had 
Uliiik of it. A volume of Shelley's poems 
titlcpage, written in a hand of singular 
Laily Bliiiicbe D'Enmonde.' Whether 

L I r.. »..:.■ i.ii"li-i,, Il-ish, ..r 

■ v. 11. Mr. 
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more UDwarraDtable attachmeDt for that {K^tkm of the 
empire she came from. Yes, sir, I loved her. I loved her 
with an ardor that the Yellowleys have been remarkable for, 
during three hundred and eighty years. It was my ancestor, 
Mr. Tramp, — Paul Yellowley, — who was pat in the 8to<^ 
at Charing Cross, for persecuting a maid of honor at Eliza- 
beth's court. That haughty Queen and cold-hearted woman 
had the base inscription written above his head, ^The 
penaltie of a low scullion who lifteth his eyes too loftilie.' 

'^ To proceed. When we reached Gibraltar, Lady Blanche 
and I visited the rocks, and went over the bomb-proofs and 
the casemates together, — far more dangerous places those 
little cells and dark passages to a man like me, than ever 
they could become in the hottest fury of a siege. She took 
such an interest in everything. There was not a mortar 
nor a piece of ordnance she could afford to miss ; and she 
would peep out from the embrasures, and look down upon 
the harbor and the bay, with a fearlessness that left me 
puzzled to think whether I were more terrified by her 
intrepidity or charmed by the beauty of her instep. Again 
we went to sea ; but how I trembled at each sight of land, 
lest she should leave the ship forever ! At last, Malta came 
in view ; and the same evening the boats were lowered, for 
all bad a desire to go ashore. Of course Lady Blanche was 
moBt aDxious ; her health had latterly improved greatly, and 
she was able to incur coDsiderable fatigue, without feeling 
the worse afterwards. 

** It was a calm, mellow evening, with an already risen 
moon, as we landed to wander about the narrow streets and 
bastioned dwellings of old Valletta. She took my arm, 
and, followed by Mademoiselle Virginie, we went on explor- 
inj5 every strange and curious spot before us, and calling up 
before our mind's eye the ancient glories of the place. I 
was rather strong in all these sort of things, Mr. Tramp ; for 
in expectation of this little visit, I made myself up about 
the Knights of St. John and the Moslems, Fort St Elmo, 
Civita Veechia, rocks, catacombs, prickly pears, and all. 
In fact, I was primed with the whole catalogue, which, 
written down in short memoranda, forms Chap. I. in a 
inodorn tour-book of the Mediterranean. The season was 
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80 genial, and the moon so bright, Uiat we liDgered till past 
midnight, and then retm-ned to the ship the last of all the 
visitors. That was indce<) a night, aa, flickered by the 
column of silver light, we swept over the calm sea. Lady 
Blaoche, wrapped in my lai^e boat-cloak, her pale features 
Btatne-like in their unmoved beauty, sat in the stern ; I sat 
at her side. Neither spoke a word. What iier thoughts 
might have been I cannot guess ; but the little French maid 
looked at me from time to time with an expression of 
diabolical intelligence I cannot forget ; and aa I banded her 
mistress up the gangway, Virginie said in a whisper, — 

"'Ah, Monsieur Yellowley, voua ftes un homme dan- 
gereux !' 

"Would yon believe it, Mr. Tramp, that little phrase 
filled every chamber of my heart with hope; there could 
be but one interpretation of it, and what a meaning 
had that, — dangerous to the peace of mind, to the heart's 
happiness of her I actually adored ! I lay down in my 
berth and tried to sleep ; but the nearest approach of slumber 
was a dreamy condition, in which the words voui etea un 
homme dangereux kept ever ringing. I thought I saw 
Lady Blanche dressed in white, with a veil covering her, a 
chaplet of orange flowers on ber brow, and weeping as 
though iucouBolably ; and there was a grim, mischievous 
little face that nodded at me with a menacing expression, 
■a though to say, 'This is your work, Simon Yellowley;' 
r her lay aside the veil and encircle herself 
wloretl gnrnietit, while lier tern's fell eveu faster 
and then the little vixen from the window 

'Here's more of it, Simon Yellowley' Lord, 

rl reproached myself, — I saw I was bringing ber to the 
^frave; yes, sir, Iliere is no concealing it. I /•■U she loved 
rVW* taroM and put on my dressing-gown; my mind was 
1 noiselessly up the cahin-stairs, and with 
'i tuy way to that part of the ship in- 
I will not recount here the insolent 
i jeata and jibcH of the 
~ I Virginie ; nor was it 
' L 1 succeeded in 
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'''Mademoiselle/ said I, 'I know the levity of your 
nation ; no man is more conscious than I of — of the frailty 
of your moral principles. Don't be angry, but hear me out. 
You said a few minutes ago that I was a " dangerous man ; " 
tell me now, sincerely, truthfully, and candidly,' — here I 
put rather a heavy purse into her hands, — ' the exact mean- 
ing you attached to these words. ' 

" ' Ah, Monsieur,' said she, with a stage shudder, ^je suis 
une pauvre fille^ ne me perdez pas.* 

"I looked at the little wizened devil, and never felt 
stronger in my virtue. 

" 'Don't be afraid, Virginie, I'm an archbishop in prin- 
ciples ; but I thought that when you said these words they 
bore an allusion to another — ' 

" ' Ah / c^est fa,* said she, with perfect naivete, — ' so you 
are, a dangerous man, a very dangerous man ; so much so, 
indeed, that I shall use all my influence to persuade one, of 
whom you are aware, to escape as quickly as may be from 
the hazard of your fascinating society.* 

" I repeat these words, Mr. Tramp, which may appear to 
you now too flattering ; but the French language, in which 
Virginie spoke, permits expressions even stronger than these, 
as mere conventionalities. 

" ' Don't do it,' said I, ' don't do it, Virginie.' 

"'I must, and I will,' reiterated she; ' there *8 such a 
change in my poor dear Lady Blanche since she met you ; I 
never knew her give way to fits of laughing before, — she 's 
so capricious and whimsical, — she was an angel formerly.' 

" ' She is an angel still,' said I, with a frown, for I would 
not suffer so much of aspersion against her. 

" ' Sans doute^* chimed in Virginie, with a shrug of her 
shoulders, ' we are all angels, after a fashion ; ' and I en- 
deavored to smile a concurrence with this sentiment, in 
which I only half assented. 

"By wonderful skill and cross-questioning, I at last ob- 
tained the following information : Lady Blanche was on a 
voyage of health, intending to visit the remarkable places 
in the Mediterranean, and then winter at some chosen spot 
upon its shores. Why she journeyed thus unprotected, was 
a secret there was no fathoming by indirect inquiry, and 
ny other would have been an act of indelicacy. 
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'* ' We will pa88 the winter at Naples, or Palermo, or Jeru- 
salem, or some other watering-place,' said Virginie, for her 
geography was, after all, only a lady's-maid's accomplishment. 

'' 'You must persuade her to visit Egypt, Virginie,* said 
I, — ' Egypt, Virginie, — the land of the Pyramids. Induce 
her to do this, and to behold the wonders of the strangest 
country in the universe. Even now,' said I, ' Arab life — ' 

" 'Ah, out. I have seen the Arabs at the Vaudeville; 
they have magnificent beards.* 

" ' The handsomest men in the world.' 

'' ^ Pas mal^* said she, with a sententious nod there's no 
converting into words. 

*' * Well, Virginie, think of Cairo, think of Bagdad. You 
have read the Arabian Nights — have n't you ? ' 

*' ' Yes,' said she, with a yawn, 'the}^ are passees ; now, 
what would you have us do in this droll old place ? ' 

" ' I would have you to visit Mehemet Ali, and be re- 
ceived at his court ! ' — for I saw at once the class of 
fascination she would yield to. ' Drink sherbet, eat sweet- 
meats, receive presents, magnificent presents, cashmeres, 
diamond bracelets. Ah ! think of that.' 

"'Ah! there is something in what you say,' said she, 
after a pause ; ' but we have not come prepared for such an 
expensive journey. I am purse-bearer, for Lady Blanche 
knows nothing about expense, and we shall not receive re- 
mittances until we settle somewhere for the winter.' 

"These words made my heart leap; in five minutes more 
I explained to Virginie that I was provided with a free 
transit through the East, in which, by her aid, her mistress 
might participate, without ever knowing it. * You have only 
to pretend, Virginie, that Egypt is so cheap ; tell her a camel 
only costs a penny a league, and that one is actually paid for 
crossing the Great Desert ; you can hint that old Mehemet 
wants to bring the thing into fashion, and that he would give 
his beard to see English ladies travelling that route.' 

" ' I knew it well,' said Virginie, with a malicious smile, — 
' I knew it well ; you are " a dangerous man.*' ' 

"All the obstacles and impediments she could suggest, 
I answered with much skill and address, not unaided, I own, 
by certain potent persuasives, in the shape of bank paper, — 
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in retain ; from that hour, sir, we Doderstood each other. I 
parsaed m; Egyptian atadies nearly the entire of that night, 
and the next day came on deck, with fonr chaptera of Irby 
and Mangles off by heart. Uy head awam ronud with ideas 
of things Oriental, — patriarchs and pyramids, Turks, dr^o- 
mans, catacombs, and crocodiles, danced an infernal quad- 
rille in my excited brain, and I convnlsed the whole cabin at 
breakfast, by replying to the captain's offer of some tea, 
with a profound salaam, and an exclamation of ' Bish 
tnUlah, allah il alltih.' 

" * Yoa have infatuated me with your love of the East, 
Mr. Tellowley,' said Lady Blanche, one morning, as she met 
me. ^ I bare been thinking over poor Princess Shezarade 
and Noureddin, and the little tailor of Bagdad, and the 
wicked Cadi, and all the rest of them.' 

" ' Have I,' cried I, joyfully ; ' have I indeed ! ' 

" ' I feel I mast see the Pyramids,' said she. ' I cannot 
resist an impulse on which my thoaghts are concentrated, 
and yours be all the blame of this wUful exploit.' 

"'Yes,' said I. 

*" T ii tuird at some appointed pIsM 

To cb»ok your coane and tnrn joar prow. 
And objects for themselves retrace 
Yuo p>»t wiih added hope jiut dow.' 

•* ' Yours,' said she, smilingly. 

" * A poor thing,' said I, ' I did for one of the Keepsakes.' 
" Ah. Mr. Tramp, It k very bard to distinpuisli one's own 
liltie verae from tlie minor poets. All my life 1 have been 
HtMlvr the dt^llwfon ihnt I wrot# ' O'Connor's Cliild,' and tUo 
• Iloui* of the Itftltic ; ' and, now I think of it, those Hues 
nrv Moucklon MilnirVs. 

"We reaehei] Alexandria a few days after, and at once 
1 passengers bound for tbu East. 
; at your natch, Mr. Tramp." 
Brdon. I sail for Calais at the 
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lK*oplc. This WU8 arraii^tnl betwt*vu Virgiiiie stud 'm}^ ' 
without her kuuwli*ilge. Then, iudetHl. U-^au iiiv A:^ ^i^ 
iiight8. Ah, Mr. Trump, you never can know tht- ua\'\ ^-^ 
«'ii joyed by him who, travelling for fuurti-vu lou^ '^ ..« 
over the hot t>aml, ami beneath the MHirehiii^ »uu ' '-^ 
(U'Hert, eonies at last to 8t retch hiii wearier 1 liuiLr* u|vl .j» 
ear|H.'t at evening, anil ^aze8 on celestial bi-aut\ a« :«« • • 
liiH HKX'ha. Mahomet hail a Mtron^ caiftc« fle|*i'n«l u;«<. 
when he furniciheil Wis parailicic with a houri aini a :iU ' '- 
bubble; an<l buch ni^htd were the»e, ai* we ival aifl cLa: '• 
over the onee ^lorie^ of that great land, while in the . *.' 
klian of the desert woiihf U* heard the Hilverv ?>i-ur»ii» i ' % 
fair woman'n vt^iiv, um 8he Hunj; iK>me little l«arear<-it. 
H^lit Venetian eanzonette. Ah, Mr. Tramp, tlo you ^.c- •• 
if I lovnl — do vnu Wonder if 1 <\)nfeA*e<l uiv lo\e? I :■: 
l>otii, sir, — av. sir, Uith. 

** I tdld her my heart*** he<'ret in an impaj»»i4>ne«i mi»r::«: '•. 
and. with tlie mtliiiHiaHm of true afTet'tion, explaioc-l =.« 
|N>sition and my pas<»i«iii. 

** * 1 am your ^lave,' !«aid I, with tri*mMin^ a«l«»rmtirMi. ^ 
* V'"//- slave, and the Seeretarv at SantaocantantarBbAi-. 
)'•'«/ own my heart. / |m>ss«'sh nothing: but a iiovrrrs^'t 
hitt):iTiiiii :iiid tliifi* thdmand {ht annum. I Aball :.• 
vtA^t til l'«vr ynii, :iiid my wiilnw mu-t have a |>tn«i- •:. '■ 
tin* < ••nipriiiy.' 

•• Mil- nix.rtd Ii«r f:n'i- with hiT h:iihli\«r»'liii f a- I •:• * 
aiJ'l !iii -■•'•^ ill* V :i.ii-t li:i\i' Ui ii -••l** — :it tii;i..\ ;•:- 

•*:ii'l *:;i-. \\:;ii:j In r .\i'. 'n-im !i:i'.l\ n.U*t :.••!. i! ■.•^•■ 
U!.T 1 I .irii\.- i» ^ "i!.-;" I.' 

•• • ^" \"i; '■ ■ -. :.: I'- _'■• • -I* r'.iT.' irifl I. i*. • «^taaT. 

'• s;,,- ^. , ■; . i , .■ . -.x ' i* ( • .■ •■ :-. ! :i» l.i r '*^x\ fN»nf4 

!■•: -III'*".,- I : ■■ i '.-n'-l :r-^i\; *'..» \. •*:kl-i. in a 
•.- ■ •• !■. - • i' 

• • ^^ ' ■■■■■' --:,■ t . •■ ' •. ,:>.. :!:,■ . .'iarm of roor:-*' 

:t. ' • > I ■ - :m * ill- ]*roiniM* I aak ' ' 

• \' ' .•.:!.■,* • \r!:iiiind I; and fn>m tku 

? ■ ■:■ ^I I '■ ■ my l"Vi'. :ii leai»t« «Avr \ 

--■■-■■ ■..■■*. •.•: i].i;T. -1 tlh'ir iufti^ifirmiil 
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I gave DO expreesion to wj eanBnnnur lluifc. 3iis -^ iem 
pn^reas, perinps. did 1 mftktr far litu. Toe cm jdntant a 






Mr. Th-l:; ,' -^ ■^.:. .-. 

Vbftt iM.Uj^r :.:-■ "; « -:-■ ? '"It-Ti. — 

— - fol, — Tttfti vitriKiait «nd 
niaX umplkitr! I aoat 
ItsstcnoB. We 
arrived 
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wM apitruacbiiii; iii wbich I migbt dM-brt- luy l<-\r. iirt ^ 
cUrc it witli 8oii)<! Luiic of a return '. " 

'• Mr. TraiM|i," uiil a waiter, liurriMlly, iut*rru(:iiij M: 
YoUowk-y at tbiM criain of liiri tale, " C«(»uiii Mjiitt).;. ' 
the ' Hornet,' oaya he hoo the Hteaui u[> aud Mill atArt il u: 
luiniiteM." 

" ItloM my heart," i-riml 1 ; " tbia i^t a hanly «uai:i>--T.* 
while HMiilohiii^ ii|i my li^ht travelling |H>rlni3Utrau. I Iltt* 
my el<iak over my ulumtileni at wmv. 

•■ You'H not ijo iK'fore I i-oudmle my "tory. " tTh-»i Mr 
Yelli>wh-y, with a voiee of iwUfinnnt iliHi'lea-urr 

•■ 1 rejiret it <lee(>ly. nir." Haiil I, •• fnHu my v.Ty iir^r. 
but I am the liearer I'f guvernmeiit ilei»i>aleln-ii f.-r \ nhut 
they are of the urenieti <■<>»».■• lueiioe. — deby w,iul>l U » 
ruinouM matter." 

■-I'll tfo il'iwn nith you to the ijuay." rriril Veli>>«lri. 
BcisiiiK my arm ; and He tnrne)! into the «(rwt logetbrr. Ii 
wart ntill liluwin-j a pile of wind, and a heavy alrrl w** 
driflini; in our t^tt*. —> that he wa-* coiDjivlleil to nkc bw 
vui<-e to a i>tii>nt, to iK-come audible. 

■■ ■ \\> are ueiir (':ilentt9. <k'ar<-t>t IjMly Itlattobr.' mU I . 
* ii) a iiiomeiil more we nhall l>e no bniKcr IkniimI bv vuot 
Iih-l-.--.|.. v-n h.-;.i ijh-. Mr Tramp-" 

■■lV.I.e!ly; l-.l 1.1 il^.i.-t. iiLm- f!iMe>." 

-^!l. «:i. Hi !...(-. Mt. «..|.in-j. Sbe i. miiiv. tth>u^it 
I. \Vi,:,l ;. injii. I., 1« .„,. ■ We drove int.. the fnt^i 
(':i--an:.Mv : :iii'l -h.- A---. -I .-nr eotivevano- «»f 

.•i-u 1.^ n L-.i, i-..:,,. -i.-.^i..- Ml..«. nil f.M i 

■■ ■ l;Ui,.-:,. iv ■■■ . ■-: i:::.i,r!i..-'-aidlH-. 



• I be *MI^^^^^^H 

I 'rivatelj^ ^^^^^^1 
>»■ only "4^^^^B 
nul •If, tt^^^^H 



TM? i^tfi.TOI* -dSl vUi£. -jT-^E, 



she: -lit 1 

nufacd bnLiutvHK. i 

'•C*Bi» gtuEKT'. «r- ^% n^ ggg a«- -en—; 
cried m ikIue.. nHim^ at- &>ai( simtr^ zif xrr i 

or. —Tut ItujUL -u niM*- 

uff ended l>urc IHtauHinHi^ ■ 

fort 1 KiiJuud Uki ji» isiiiir- 

Indis.* at ^utj bhL x. aw He jos- ia*r a 

piivmte ^■cmttim il Coftin^ su 

for liff : M> TUC J jHiL juHunc ii u- 

•■Go t«_* ffiijc ly* fsiiBia ■^'b 



ttMMe oa lm£ ima 

ley'« TTMce. — — Ixo.^ Sirs*' r. 



ti i» m x-xnr. vmi^ m^ 
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I gave no expreseioa to my consuming flame. Not tbe lees 
progress, perhaps, did I make for that. You can educate a 
feature, sir, to do the work of four. — I 
could afler a week or teu days look 
fifty clifTereat tbings, aud ahe km 
them, — ay. that she did, as though 
it were a book open before her. 

■' I could have strained my eyes 

to see through tbe canvas of a tent, 

Mr. Tramp, if sbe were iustde of it. 

And she, had you but seen /ler looks! 

what archness and what softness, — 

how piquant, yet bow play- 

— ._ ful, — what witchcraft and 

what simplicity ! I must 

liasteuon. We 

arrived 

within a 




day of our jonmey's end. The next morning showed ns 
the tall outline of Fort William against tbe sky. The hour 
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waM approaching in which I might declare mj kyre^ and ^t- 

cUire it with iK)uie ho|>e of a retam ! ^ 

** Mr. Trarup/' said a waiter, hurriedly, intermpdng Mr. 
Yi'llowley at thi3 crinis of his tale, ^' Captain Smitliet. of 
the ^ ll(>rii<;t,' »ays he has the steam up and will start in lea 

iittiiuteM." 

'' lileMs uiy heart," cried I; ^^ this is a hasty sammoos :" 
while Miiatchiiig up my light travelling portmanteao. I threw 
my cloak over my shoulders at once. 

** You'll not go before I conclude my story," cried Mr. 
Vellowley, with a voice of indignant displeasure. 

** 1 regret it deeply, sir," said I, "from my very heart; 
Imt I aui the l>earer of government despatches for Vienna; 
they are of the greatest consequence, — delay would be a 
ruinoUN mutter.** 

*• 1 "U go down with you to the quay," cried Yellowley, 
neUiiig my arm ; and we turneil into the street tc^ether. It 
wuM Htill blowing u gale of wind, and a heavy sleet was 
(h'ifiiiig ill our faees, so that he was compelled to raise his 
voltro to a Hhout, to l>eeome audible. 

** ' Wa are near Calcutta, dearest Lady Blanche.' said I; 
* ill u iiioiiient more we shall be no longer bound by your 
phMlvie ' - do you hear me, Mr. Tramp?" 

*• I'tTtVcllv ; but let us push along faster." 

•• Slir< was in teurs, sir, — weeping. She is mine, thought 
1. What a nii»lit, to be sure I We drove into the grand 
<'H*:->a\va(l(lv ; an<l the d(K)r of our conveyance was wrenched 
(>)iiii by a lian<lsonie-looking fellow, all gold and mous- 
laelirH. 

»» • lllani'lu' niv draivst lUanehe ! ' said he. 

♦• * Mv own (MkuUv*! * r\rl:iiuicil she." 

*• I In- biDllu-i, 1 .supposo, Mr. Yellowlev?" 

" Nt», -lir/* MMvauu'il lir, ** her husband 1 1 1 " 

»» IIm' aill'ul, iloei'itfuK vlosiirninij woman had a hus- 
b.iii«r " Mvn':iiiu'tl Vellowlov, above the storm and the 
limi i.;uii-. •* riu'V liiul been married privately. Mr. Tramp, 
ilh- «|:iv I'" sailiMl for lihlia, anil she only waiteil for the 
iu\i *«i\rrlMiiir ii» t\>ll«>>\ liini v>iil ; and I, sir, the miserable 
ibi|>i', slotul lIu'iT, the witness of their joys. 

»'*l).Mrt r*M*'rt \\n< dear old creature, Charlos.' said 
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she : ' be was iuvaluable to me on the journey I ' But I 
msbed from the epot, aaguieb-tom and almost desperate." 

"Come quickly, sir; we must catcb the ebb-tide," 
cried a sailor, pusliing me along tonards the jetty aa be 
spoke. 

*' My misfortunes were rife," screamed Yellowley, in my 
ear. "The Rajah to whose court I was appointed bad 
offended Lord ElleDborongb, aud it was only the week be- 
fore I arrived that bis territory bad been added to ' Britiab 
India,' as they call it, and the late ruler accommodated witb 
printe apartments in Calcutta, and three hundred a year 
for life; su tbut I bad uottiiug to do but come liouie again. 
Gootl-bye, — gooil-bye, sir." 

"Go on." cried the captain from the jjoddle-box ; and 
away we splashed, in a mauner far more picturesque to 
I on land than pleasant to us on board, while high 
e the howling wind and rattling cordage came Yellow- 
" Don't forget it, Mr. Tramp, don't forget it ! 
p or awake, never trust them \ " 
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tbcs« tales, tu make meBlion of Bume of ttit- in-n*, tii!<Tr<t .: 
cLarsoiera it im Iwen uiy furtuiiv !•• eiioiuuti-r : u.i ^:,b ,. ■ 
let nil* make a nute uf tbe UHMt si»i;(ilar mln>a>l Irs^i ..' r ' 
wLom I bave ever bcanl. au<l to the kiKurlnlji- <-f ■. . 
I acciilciitAllv oauif wbcii travelliii); shrMkl. 'lUv aktu. I 
sliill call — ' 
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"Droll iH:0[ile one iiiects travelling!. — *traiii;> r 
lent! " wa» tbe exi-lamatiuu of iiiv iivxi iiri^btur iii i:. 
tiaillcrt Iraio, m an iNlilly ftttb'e<l titjiire, «ilb an •! 
bi-anl. BuJ a tall I'ulinti ca[i, f;<it out at S-vre- ; a:.<i : 
all tbc railroailn in Kui'<>|ie. ]>erha[i«. |ire!K>»U ttii- iii->-; i 
arrav of travt-lltni. Tbe *' iiiilitairv." lb<- i>b->]-k>-;- 
■Ctur of a minor tbeatrt', tbe ecoHnniint Kiii^Ii^iiiiiai. 
Idk nt Veritaillei fur cbeaiuienM. the •• ukiIi-Ii. ' i... 
|Hi|HT wriler. are all lo U- iiift wiili. tia>ii-iin<;: i- 11. 
IbiN faviiHle reitori of tbt' I'arisiaiit; aixl a'ii--n_' a ]■■ 
com HI II I ill -at ivo, ami ho wt-jl >liH{M(M-'l i>> hk-iaI iiii> t- ■ 
U rare lliat even in tbU "birt Jotirnry the c>tiv.r«.i*i ■ 
uot take a rli.iraoler nf ainuitciiit'tit. if iii>t •■( nrtu:*! n. 

"Tbc la-i timi- I «fiit ilown in tbi* tiain it «i> :• 
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garden, — flat and fetid ; Prussia, a sandy plain, dotted 
with sentry-boxes. To traverse these, speed is the grand 
requisite; there is little to remark, less to admire. The 
sole object is to push forward; and when one remembers 
the lumbering diligence and its eight buffaloes, the rail is 
a glorious alternative. 

In England, however, rural scenery is eminently character- 
ized. The cottage of the peasant enshrined in honeysuckle, 
the green glade, the rich and swelling champaign, the quaint 
old avenues leading to some ancient hall, the dark glen, 
the shining river, follow each other in endless succession, 
suggesting so many memories of our people, and teeming 
with such information of their habits, tastes, and feelings. 
There was something distinctive, too, in that well-appointed 
coach, with its four blood bays, tossing their heads with im- 
patience, as they stood before the village inn, waiting for 
the passengers to breakfast. I loved every jingle of the 
brass housings ; the flap of the traces, and the bang of the 
swingle-bar, were music to my ears ; and what a character 
was he who wrapped his great drab coat around his legs, 
and gathered up the reins with that careless indolence that 
seemed to say, "The beasts have no need of guidance, — 
they know what they are about ! " The very leer of his 
merry eye to the buxom figure within the bar was a novel 
in three volumes ; and mark how lazily he takes the whip 
from the fellow that stands on the wheel, proud of such a 
service; and hear him, as he cries, " All right, Bill, let 'em 
go ! " — and then mark the graceful curls of the long lash, 
as it plays around the leaders' flanks, and makes the skittish 
devils bound ere they are touched. And now we go career- 
ing along the mountain-side, where the breeze is fresh and 
the air bracing, with a wide-spread country all beneath us, 
across which the shadows are moving like waves. Again, 
we move along some narrow road, overhung with trees, rich 
in perfumed blossoms, which fall in showers over us as we 
pass; the wheels are crushing the ripe apples as they lie 
uncared for; and now we are in a deep glen, dark and 
shady, where only a straggling sunbeam comes; and see, 
where the road opens, how the rabbits play, nor are scared 
at our approach ! Ha, merry England ! there arc sights and 
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*■ Tu ■i>iiu> lT\i«. — ju!>t u I bavif ttic lu'Dor lu l>-'.I y. 
»a>i :Ll^ old Isity. nitb tLv u(iii-n-t ::ravity : --au-l aIutk: 
I <i3j> An iiitK'ti •uri>rtM.il A* you »■•« art', wLi-n m : 
a<Mr\— H^l uie. lif "4:- wt «i-ll-tu»i»rrt>l. ^[■>kv •m-li j' 
Fn-iM.... iii'l bs<l M> uiui-ti »;:rwat>i]i:y tliat I for^.j; : 
ftars. ai:.i fojovoi iii» ^.■•itty vrry iiin-li." 

It win iiMt wi:i.>>(it a grral cflori t:i»; tiii' I'Srtr raii,;; ■.'. 
thv:r.-*lv.» »art:»;.ii[lv ty b.-ar lU -.1.1 :.vU"- vjjljr.i:. 
Ttiv vrry ;ru:tru;u,-5 vf Lvr v..i.v ai.-l B..'-.-i.r a-ii,.i ::. 
M.-rii'aMy t.> liie al~ur>li;y ; f..r "U;;.- -hi- iit-ijua!.-i 
*m^ii:ar\-.-a-.i>a:ii--ii a:«ay, an M 1.- -i.,^.'. -!..■ -j. ;. 
Lrii an if :.v La.t i-n-u k uaEuraliiol K;<iiil.-:,.-i!.. l< - 
t^>.y V.l :b* ii..-'.ixaM.' i-riMl.i:.'- -f •■!_■» r»::. K-i ■ 
lltr "■-■ry «a- ;„>— l-ii*. u is U-ll.-r. a» far i- r:.3;, :-. 
gl\i i: .u Iwr o«:i n.-nU: 

•• Mv L!-(a:. i. j. i.rleuivii. in i;nU"nr •■? il.. ( ■•."■ '. 
l.'Ur: .'■: I"*!!!.; a:..i a::i..«:^:i ..l.'.ijt-l. .Linn.- l:..' - - 
U ,^.^y .lay a: ;;..■ Trr-i;:.a:. «. r.-^i.- a; V.r-,: .. ' 
ettM :..*-. u-;;.^ ".:.»■ mlr-a-l lu Itii._' ii* to aii'l fr-.-:. I'l- 
Si'«'. r. ,!.a!..-,.i tia: I -.! .-ut fr.-u; I-ar:-. •:,.-. t 
H%!.; ::..■ !;;^t,: at ;i fri.ii.r- ItmiH'. l>y :ii- i-arly ::a 
«!.:•:-.. y-.! lS"«. -;arT- a! S»f ■•Vl.n-k Vi ry f i w j*. ; 
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and drew forth a morsel of cake, which I presented to 
him. 

^•^ Merei, Msdamei' said he, with a polite bow, 'I am 
not hungry.' 

"Ah! when I beard him say this, I thought I should 
have died. The beast spoke it as plain as I am speaking to 
you ; and be bowed his yellow face, and made a gesture of 
bis hand, if I may call it a hand, just this way. Whether 
be remarked my astonishment, or perceived that I looked 
iU, I can't say ; but be observed in a very gentle tone, — * 

" ' Madame ia fatigued.' 

" ' Ah ! Monsieur,' said I, < I never knew that you spoke 
French.' 

" ' Oui, parbleu ! ' said he, ' I was bom in the Pyrenees, 
and am only half a Spaniard.' 

" 'Monsieur's father, then,' said I, 'was he a French- 
man?' 

*^ '■ Pauvre bite,' said he; 'he waa from the Basque 
Provinces. He was a wild fellow.' 

"'I have no doubt of it,' said I; 'but it seems they 
caaght him at last' 

" ' Yon are right, Madame. Strange enough yon should 
have guessed it. He was taken in Estremadura, where be 
Joined a party of brigands. They knew my father by his 
queue; for, amid all his difficolties, nothing could induce 
him to cut it off.' 

" ' I don't wonder.' said I ; ' it would have been very 

■■ ' II woulil have made iiis heart bleed. Sladame, to 
tmiHt a bair of it. Me nas jtroiid r)r that old rjitfue; and 
be mighi well iw, — It was the bi-itt-lookiug tail in the North 
of Jiimio.' 

■' ' BtoH my heart,' tfaoogbt J, ' thcM creatnree have their 
v«aUJ» too.' _^^^^^^^_ 

Ab, 3lMd^^^£ta|^^^^^^Bg tboee days. 
Mjr tellur n^flj^^H^^^^^^^^Hbu passed < 

as, felloe 
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" • Wfll, f.)r my part.* Hui.l I. ■ 1 r-h.-iiM i.-.i h-.s- ■ ■ 
.lunliii ili'M riuiiti-'i'. if I n:i!> liki' ..i..' uf y-i I: 
tuul lo liftvc uiifV uivnlx at n.-);iil»r liiin-. :ii. ; :> <-:, ; - 
Iwtl, umi a nm"l dry Ikhh..-.' 

■■ ' 1 (lun't know wliutvuu iiicaii l-v tlic .l;ii-iiit 'i>- >'.. - - 
I live ill 111.- ItiH- St. IH-Iiis. and 1 f-i -i„ ?...-.,. 
iitNuil my niiklv!>, umlcr tliin vik r./.i.- «• ..\i .: i", 

"Ilv Imtl maimufl t.. >>li|> il till lln^ tiim-. :ii.\;..* : ■ 
I Haw Iho cri-aiiiiVH U«i!- wiTi- frvc. 

** * Ah, Mu^lamr.' tlt-laimol l.v Nm^'i-. !<lai>|>iii^ In- 1 ■■■ 
lii'.vl wiib liii' )inw. ' iik-ii nrv l>iii niizuv. ilitac*. i-. : 
i4wiiiilk'i>.' 

" • Aiv aiH'.t N'tUT?' riaid I, iii<iilc!>tly. 

"'1 ]irott'ht I lliiiik tlifV arc' Mtid lie. ■ Kxr<-i-t > ] r- 
IR-imily Iv [H-tty pilfviiii;;. Un-y arc tumttit U-aii-.* 

'■ ■Tlu-y arc innHt nnf(.-li<iiiaic.' Hnii) I, omliiiic U> flatkt 
liim ; liiit 111- liHik no ii<>tkv of iht; nlMiiABiiuD. 

" ' MuilaiiK'.* i-xi'laiiiiiil he, afu-r a |iauM-, and wiib a ton* 
uf uuiiMual ciiiTtiy, ■ 1 wart bo nvar Iwing caugbt b ■ tnp ite 
vtry maniiri);.' 

" ' Itvar nw.' aaiil I, * and tfapy laid m Mp for jvmt' 

"■All infcnial tra)>.' xaiil lie *A mtaUkc adsht h**v 
r<>^l m>- my liU-riy for life. IK> 50a know H. 1 
director of the (tymnaw? ' 

* 1 li.ivc lif»rd iif him. hul 00 mora.' 

-- -Wliat u " f rijH't) " lie ia : TbenkBOlMal 
llviiii: ; lull I 'U hart' bim jvL LH || 
nil- '. I'anlmi. Ma^lame. doci uj tiB | 

•• • Not at all. ijr. Pt»y don't ilir.' 

"I mu4t My litat. In hia 1 
ihi- aiiiH>iHlaK« to and tto wttii hia paw in a 1 
maiitit-r. 

" "(Piily wnKvi 
till' oiHMi air; buD(«d<. 4 
of the accur*e>) "" 

n:tiT]i cttinale, I 
ai..1 I- 
l>i till' damp t 
I know it wil 
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and drew forth a morsel of cake, which I presented to 
him. 

'* ' Merely Madame,' said he, with a polite bow, ' I am 
not hungry.' 

'^Ah! when I heard him say this, I thought I should 
have died. The beast spoke it as plain as I am speaking to 
you ; and he bowed his yellow face, and made a gesture of 
his hand, if I may call it a hand, just this way. Whether 
he remarked my astonishment, or perceived that I looked 
ill, I can't say ; but he observed in a very gentle tone, — ' 

*' ' Madame is fatigued.' 

*' ' Ah! Monsieur,' said I, ' I never knew that you spoke 
French.' 

*' ' Ouij parhle%i!* said he, ' I was born in the Pyrenees, 
and am only half a Spaniard.' 

*' ' Monsieur's father, then,' said I, ' was he a French- 
man? ' 

^^ ^ Pauvre bete^* said he; 'he was from the Basque 
Provinces. He was a wild fellow.' 

"'I have no doubt of it,* said I; 'but it seems they 
caught him at last.' 

" ' You are right, Madame. Strange enough you should 
have guessed it. He was taken in Estremadura, where he 
joined a party of brigands. They knew my father by his 
queue; for, amid all his difficulties, nothing could induce 
him to cut it off.' 

" ' I don't wonder,' said I ; 'it would have been very 
painful.' 

" ' It would have made his heart bleed, Madame, to 
touch a hair of it. He was proud of that old queue ; and 
he might well be, — it was the best-looking tail in the North 
of Spain.' 

" ' Bless my heart,' thought I, ' these creatures have their 
vanities too.' 

" ' Ah, Madame, we had more freedom in those days. 
My father used to tell me of the nights he has passed on 
the mountains, under the shade, or sometimes in the 
branches of the cork-trees, with pleasant companions, fellows 
of his own stamp. We were not hunted down then, as we 
are now ; there was liberty then.' 
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noyance without any signs of impatience, — hoping, of 
course, that the house would soon screen him from their 
view ; but only think of the bad luck. When we arrived at 
the door, we rung and rung, again and again, but no one 
came. In fact, the servant, not expecting me home before 
noon, had spent the night at a friend's house ; and there we 
were, in the open street, with a crowd increasing every 
moment around us. 

"*What is to be done?' said I, in utter despair; but 
before I had even uttered the words, the beast disengaged 
himself from me, and, springing to the ^ jalousies,' scrambled 
his way up to the top of them. In a moment more he was 
in the window of the second story, and then, again ascend- 
ing in the same way, reached the third, the mob hailing him 
with cries of ' Bravo, Singe ! — well done, ape ! — mind your 
tail, old fellow ! — that 's it, monkey ! ' — and so on, until 
with a bound he sprung in through an open window, and 
then, popping out his head, and with a gesture of little 
politeness, made by his outstretched fingers on his nose, he 
cried out, * Messieurs, j 'ai Tbonneur de vous saluer.' 

" If every beast in the Jardin des Plantes, from the giraffe 
down to the chimpanzee, had spoken, the astonishment 
could not have been more general; at first the mob were 
struck mute with amazement, but, after a moment, burst 
forth into a roar of laughter. 

" * Ah ! I know that fellow, — I have paid twenty sous to 
see him before now,' cried one. 

" ' So have I,* said another ; ' and it's rare fun to look at 
him cracking nuts, and swinging himself on the branch of a 
tree by his tail.' 

*' At this moment the door opened, and I slipped in with- 
out hearing farther of the commentaries of the crowd. In a 
little time the servant returned, and prepared the breakfast ; 
and although, as you may suppose, I was very ignorant 
what was exactly the kind of entertainment to set before my 
guest, I got a great dish of apples and a plate of chestnuts, 
and down we sat to our meal. 

" * That was a ring at the door, I think,' said he ; and as 
he spoke, my husband entered the room. 

"'Ah! you here?' cried he, addressing M. le Singe. 
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gaiuGil acceas to the back of the sta^c, and were arrf^tr.^ 
the actors a8 thev rvtiretl. Poor *Ioi*ko bad imtbiii;: f-r ::. 
then, but to put hm ability to the tent, and. iiavin;^ rli:i:!i«-»i 
to the top of the tree, he HcranibU*tl in huitv*»*i«iii «»\t: •.- 
heads of several scenes, till he reachrtl the bai ^ o.' :;.. 
Bta^e, where, watching his op|M»rtunity. he dfMi>ii<ifi .: 
safety, rushed down the stairs, an<l i^aintnl tht* «tri^ : 1^-. 
immense exertions he arrivetl at the liois di* lU*ui<*^'> 
where he lay coiKvaliHl until the startiu}; of the t*ail\ ir^.L 
for Versailles. The remainder of bin adventure the rour 
alreadv knows. 

Satisfactorv as this explanation mav lie to AoiDe, I r«»uf<-*« 
I sbtuild 1k' sorry to make it. if I thought it would rrakit. 
the eves or ear^ of iM>or Madame CfiH>ffn»v, Ati«l thus di^ 
abuse her of a pleasant illusion, and the haniiU*M% graiiiSrs- 
tion of recounting her story to others an uuftUrt|Mr>ctiu|; a* 
henH'lf. 
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'■ (It hy Bteain." 

" I abrnyn Alt iritli my back to the engine." crM« o 

*'l nliraiix travel aij far from the engine a* poMibl 
clalmB another. 
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the lieaten path, any preoaationa or 




■2^4 



lALts I'V TliK ri:.\i>' 



III.- -li;:lii.si .UiiMr. ..I iti:>t ii >ii:i.iri..| ;i ■.■....■■ ; 
»lii'l!it-r \>ni »ii(' tiitttim'l iiilo :i |-:iiii u^- . 
\M >h:ii"f -f ;i i.!i:ii:.ti •-'"'.. ■■ I i..- K.i.; ' 
|..;ilK-bn. .... -t-.l-Ky-nii- r..f...„» r. Wi-.u .. 
[..■I... -;.ulN :ir.' ii- fii.:;.!.- ii- -:.ii.-.;-. :.i..i 
i.[iH> .1- ll..l.i'!i.l;.i. ;;i:.". II..' ••i'\ -U-t .-.■;, 
Aili.'.l ;>iiv .•III' Lilt III.- tiiiii'l L'rii:I< :ii;ii. ::.;i: ; 

l- '«■ ^itr.-. i: :.l«Li\> .iL<|.r:.lr.i 1:..- .■...I.;....;:. - 

■'■i: I...-I.. fr..;.i ■■M ItaLil ..f Ix-ii.^ -i. ■; ..:;•. i:.. 
l:i :.JAI1J. :k.' :i j:.rii.' -t <- ip :>i..l !-^.... 1 .. :^.: 
-.t:i|..-.| .-...-ri ..il,.-r. -«..t.- U:M(i\ ii.-. i.-;.:,- . 
,.r..:.'-i''-r-. :'"-l -i..- ^.illv Ml-" i--. > 
.i.i-,,:.^.- r-r rn- l-.- !.t, |.i...!....-i- -i,;:,:,,. i ; 
■Ii.-.' V:,.- n.,- !...■ »■,■.;.- .-M.-iit -1 -.]..■ ::..-., 
i....».«...-:, ;..';r ::.n,.Irc.i -....:- :.i.. .J..-;.. ■! :t..[.-:.-.» 
aii-l !■. :t l|.-.i.l- .It ■■:ii;i "1;:.l :i- i-.-.].l- lijr n 



:.;.■ ..1.1 -■ .IV ..f ':..■ .f..nN t:: 



■!.. - '■..... 


i: ■• tl,.H.. i:„,l.t'.. 


V ■ ■■.,.-, I:»Kii,j lit* <«s <r 


.- .■-^-.-ML .T,o,.:,.,-r,.rDo«.«^ J 


;■:;'; ' ■■itfcj 


i[..|]Tkla>ti i^riH 


>. M<|c »<'tM •lai7lB^^^| 


(tricroo* Ail^^H 


.,i;.--l. 


iinkaf ^i^^^^^^^l 


:.^ a.. w« 




Mit xiim 


obinr^^^^^^H 


-1 w- ftll i 


lailgl^^^^H 






lii-iilivr i,-o:i.; 



CuUL: HkUXI •X<: He'. 



THE 



:vyysL 



•• I wai," i-j.r~ ■ j- "1. i;u: — r* r - 
ami ?[.vak Li -^-r rl;--- --;■-■ ■: — ■■ 
envoy to tlic A^Tir-iia.i ■-.i::" i • ir 
under circnaif-tau-'^ -v-:!-;. -,;::- 
aii'l wa= ol'li:|-tl :■■ -if- ir •^- -■:■ 
H|i|RjiutiiMrut. Tils urw !:::■■ - ■: 
Viiiuna wa« only iii i^r .■ir—-. ;■ : 
lilit: was 0[>e[l. ami : v -.-it— ..„_ -. 
reach the Aui-mau .;i;ira. ■v.-_. .;- 
resolved od: ami Ky :i,.- : —rr.'.::: 
at Tnibau. wbcn; I [-iai^: -af o^.rri:. 
fortably conifi-Meil niy*.:i? -., r^^r. ; 
I need neTer stir till witum 'hn vi^- 

" If yoa have ever mreileti Ji 




ivti 



TALES vy THE THAINS. 



Ciiiilii lint IX-cint till- itflin'HitiiHi. i'ii;;L'i-'^lfi1 l>y tin Ji; i, ; :i 
i>r tin- rKViic U'fort' mk-, itn <lull (luifonitiU. ii> L->|. '<• 
l»>vcriy; himI an I »iiiik iiitu u nlti'i-. iiiv >liv:iiii* :••'> .• 
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Utmost. The narratiTes themselves had their chief interest 
from some pecaliaritT in the mode of telling, or in the look 
and manner of the recoonter ; all save one, which really iiad 
features of horror all its own, and which were considerablv 
heightened by the simple but powerful style of him who told 
it. I feel how totally incapable I am of conveying even the 
most distant imitation of his manner ; but the story, albeit 
neither complicated nor involved, I must repeat, were it 
only as a reminiscence of a most agreeable fellow-traveller, 
Count Henri de Beulivitz, the Saxon envov at Vienna. 

THE TUXXEL OF TRUBAU. 

*' I was," says the Count — for so far I must imitate him, 
and speak in the first person — ^^I was appointed special 
envoy to the Austrian court about a year aud a half since, 
under circumstances which required the utmost despatch, 
and was obliged to set out the very day after receiving my 
appointment. The new line of railroad from Dresden to 
Vienna was only in progress, but a little below Prague the 
line was open, and by travelling thither en paste ^ I should 
reach the Austrian capital without loss of time. This I 
resolved on ; and bv the forenoon of the dav after, arrived 
at Trlibau, where I placed my carriage on a truck, and com- 
fortably composed myself to rest, under the impression that 
I need never stir till within the walls of Vienna. 

** If you have ever travelled in this part of Europe, I 
need not remind you of the sad change of prospect which 
ensues after you pass the Bohemian frontier. Saxony, rich 
in picturesque beauty; the valley of the Elbe, in many 
respects finer than the Rhine itself; the proud summit of 
the Bastey ; the rock-crowned fortress of Kcenigstein, — are 
all succeeded by monotonous tracts of dark forest, or still 
more dreary plains, disfigured, not enlivened by villages of 
wretched hovels, poor, I have heard, as the dwellings of the 
Irish peasant. What a contrast, too I the people, the hag- 
gard faces and sallow cheeks of the swarthy Bohemian, with 
the blue eye and ruddy looks of the Saxon ! ' Das Sachsen- 
land w'o die hubsche m^lchen auf die Balime wachsen.' 
Proud as I felt at the superiority of my native country, I 
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CTHild DOt resist the JepredsioDf so^ested by the monolonj 
of the scene before me, its doll uniformity, its hopeless 
|M>verty ; sod as I sank into a sleep, my dreams took the 
glof>my aspect of my waking thoughts.* gkx>mier, perhaps, 
lief-ause unrelieved by all effort of volition, — a dark river 
unruffled by a single breeze. 

** The perpetual bang ! bang ! of the piston has, in its reite- 
ratetl !»troke, something diabolically terrible. It beats upon 
the heart with an impression irresistibly solemn ! I remem- 
U-r how in my dreams the accessories of the train kept 
Hitting round me, and I thought the measured sounds were 
the elickings of some infernal clock, which meted out time 
to legions of devils. I fancied them capering to and fro 
auiid flame and smoke, with shrieks, screams, and wild 
gciiturcs. My brain grew hot with excitement. I essayed 
to awake, but the very rocking of the train steeped my 
faculties in a lethargy. At last, by a tremendous effort, I 
crieil out aloud, and the words broke the spell, and I awoke 
— dare I call it awaking? I rubbed my eyes, pinched my 
arum, Htanii>ed with my feet ; alas ! it was too true ! — the 
reality uiiuounced itself to my senses. I was there, seated 
ill iiiY carriage, amid a darkness blacker than the blackest 
night. A low rumbling sound, as of far-distant thunder, 
hml rtU(cee4led to the louder bang of the engine. A dread- 
ful »u»|)icion thished on me, — it grew stronger with 
eui-h second ; and, ere a minute more, I saw what had 
hH|»|K*he4l. The truck on which my carriage was placed 
hud l>v Home acciilent l)t»conie detaeheil from the train; 
iind uhile the other i>ortion of the train proceeded on its 
wuy» there wa8 1, rtlone, deserteil, and forgotten, in the 
ilui k tunnel of Trubau, — for such I at once guessed must be 
the ilieury vault, uuilluuiiniH.1 by one ray of light or the 
I^Uuiniering of a single lamp. Convictions, when the work 
of hwtlnct rather than reflection, have a stunning effect, 
that neenm to anest all thought, and province a very stagna- 
tion of the faculties. Mine were in this state. As when, 
In the «hv»ck v»f battle, tKune terrible explosion, dealing 
death to ihouHrtiuls at onee, will appall the contending hosts, 
and make men ji^hant with horror, so did my ideas become 
" ed and r\>oteil tv> i>ue horrible object ; and for some time 
M neither think of the event nor calculate on its con- 
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seqaeDces. Happy for me if the stupefaction coDtinued! 
No sooner, however, had my presence of mind returned, 
than I began to anticipate every possible fatality that might 
occur. Death I knew it must be, and what a death ! — to 
be run down by the train for Prague, or smashed by the 
advancing one from Olmutz. How near my fate might be, 
I could not guess. I neither knew how long it was since I 
entered the tunnel, nor at what hours the other trains 
started. They might be far distant, or they might be near 
at hand. Near ! — what was space when such terrible power 
existed ? — a league was the work of minutes — at that very 
moment the furious engine might be rushing on ! I thought 
of the stoker stirring the red fire. I fancied I saw the smoke 
roll forth, thicker and blacker, as the heat increased, and 
through my ears went the thugging bang of the piston, 
quicker and quicker; and I screamed aloud in my agony, 
and called out to them to stop ! I must have swooneil, for 
when consciousness again came to me, I was still amid the 
silence and darkness of the tunnel. I listened, and oh! 
with what terrible intensity the human ear can strain its 
powers when the sounds awaited are to announce life or 
death! The criminal in the dock, whose eyes arc riveted 
in a glazy firmness on him who shall speak his doom, drinks 
in the words ere they are well uttered, — each syllable falls 
upon his heart as fatal to hope as is the headsman's axe to 
life. The accents are not human sounds ; it is the trumpet 
of eternity that fills his ears, and rings within his brain, — the 
loud blast of the summoning angel calling him to judgment. 

" Terrible as the thunder of coming destruction is, there 
is yet a sense more fearfully appalling in the unbroken 
silence of the tomb, — the stillness of death without its 
lethargy ! Dreadful moment ! — what fearful images it can 
call up ! — what pictures it can present before the mind ! — 
how fearfully reality may be blende<l with the fitful forms 
of fancy* and fact be associated even with the impossible ! 

^^ I tried to i>ersuade myself that the bounds of life were 
already past, and that no dreadful inter%'al of torture was 
yet before me; but this consolation, miserable though it 
was, yielded as I touched the side of the carriage, and felt 
the objects I so well knew. No ; it was evident the dreaded 
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uioincut wad yvt to coint', — the shfK'kin^ unU-al nj 
be pattdeil ; ami Inrforv I MiouUI Miik into xUv !*iii-|> :^ 
kuows uot wakiug. thert* imi.tt Ik* i*ii<luriil tli« :*>rt(iri ••.' 
duatb-8tru<;^li.s or, may ha p. tbo llugcnu;: a;:iiii\ i-f {c 
tracted milfcriu^. 

** Ah if iu a tvrrihlv coiii|H*n!»atiiiii for th«- «h-*r ;:«!•«• 4 
my tunc on earth, iiiiiiutch wwv tlr:i^i:iil mit \** ttit- •••:ftrr < 
ycar^, — amid the terrorH of the i>rf.«i*iit. I th*>ii^L*. ..f i: 
past ami the future. The past, with itf varu-*! !"r:iiDr« 
^oOil ami ill, of Joy ami tiorrow, ^ how did 1 n-vn'w it 0"« 
With what rtiTUtinv did I prv mtn mv arUiiii*^. aiid lal! u:- 
myself to ap|»ear at the Uir of my c*oii<M*irmv ' lla«l 3 
present mission to Vienna contaiiH*«l anything; Ma> !.;.i\i [k* 
its nature, I should haw trendiletl with tti« •';j-:»:i:>v 
terror that my misfortune wa^ a jml^uient t»f W^-.w* :. K 
no. It was a mere ciimmonplan* nr«jii(iali>'ii. >-f «:.. L '.•: 
was tlu'only re<|iiisiti*. Kven thi**. |»*»iii :i- it w.i-*. :..» i •■ . 
cons«»lation in it. — 1 should, at le:i-i, nif*-: «i<:i':. *:*.:.— 
the horrtir of its iH'ini; a punishmmt. 

" I had often shmldereil at the frarful 11:1 ":it\. ^ * :-' ■ 
Imrietl alive in a trance, or wallrd np i^itiii:. !:.. -• ' 
convent. How williirjlv wuuM I n«ii« li:ivi- j':i«:-i r •.• 
an alti-rnativr ! SwrU :i fnte «"m11 **i:i: « ■• i ^ ■ 
tiTril»li" iii«>in«'nt nf :i»Tu:il -tjr*. r :r. j. - t' ■ ■ 
di-:i!li -trujjli*! I f:in«h-l :i Ui-i-t'ii :i..«". 
^ta^<v?• in tin* ilnjiinv iiiiiMijy «•: j' . . . 
Tlu'ii r.itiif t!n- thmi-jlit - :i!i'l : •« *•:.■_■ ' 
ih'Ulirlit -!i'»'il"l "l-'rU'li- :it - ;< . ;i ".-i.t " -- ^* ^- - .^ 

«'f IJH" litr«':ifti-: • - \.**\\ \\... ':,* iiw-- . ■ - ,■ 

• Mi- = :! ii-in-i- : W ;'.! ■■.•■. -:■. . ■, ..•, ■■.. .'..._ , 

til i: ill! f. I .j. ..•:;. ' - \\ . •..'.. \ I* ". ■ ' I iv. : 

:i' ''i.i'iy ii. i]!i:., ■ W .• ■ • . ■ :>• .■ - .■ ::,, ',ri 
^ I ■-. ^^ :■••.•• • -. • - . ■ ■ " .■^. • ■ .. , • Will ::i- 

'■• •■■■:_•■.■■• '. ••■ ■ . .■ ■..-', .::■■:! i .i-.\ • |{ 

I ■• * • .^ :.. r •.■■•■•:■ ■ I 1;. " .!i l.i i» K. ijr\,-: 

-■ ■ : • .' " • •. . •■ :i ' 'iii ii.v •!. •:.r.' 

■ \ .1 ■ i ' ■ • ■ . 1. :k «.f I i;j:iSili:y. All I a«4 

»;■-■■■'• ■.'!■•'■. *. 'ii:! rtintravifiii. Ill of I 

■ ■ ■ 

-■' I*;.. «:.:< ':. ! .J- i!.\i'i\ni ;in' 111 :i f.i:«- ■»•» ilreadful * W| 
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right had man to arrogate to himself a prerogative of motion 
his own physical powers denied him ; and why did he dare 
to penetrate into the very bowels of the earth, when his in- 
stinct clearly pointed to avocations on the surface? These 
reflections were speedily routed ; for now, a low, rumbling 
sound, such as I have heard described as the premonitory 
sign of a coming earthquake, filled the tunnel. It grew 
louder and louder ; and whether it were the sudden change 
from the dread stillness, or that, in reality, it were so, it 
sounded like the booming of the sea within some gigantic 
cavern. I listened anxiously, and oh, terrible thought ! now 
I could hear the heavy thug ! thug ! of the piston. It was 
a train! 

*' A train coming towards me ! Every sob of the straining 
engine sent a death-pang through me; the wild roar of a 
lion could not convey more terror to my heart ! I thought 
of leaving the carriage, and clinging to the side of the tun- 
nel; but there was only one line of rails, and the space 
barely permitted the train to pass ! It was now too late for 
any effort ; the thundering clamor of the engine swelled like 
the report of heavy artillery, and then a red hazy light 
gleamed amid the darkness, as though an eye of fire was 
looking into my very soul. It grew into a ghastly bright- 
ness, and I thought its flame could almost scorch me. It 
came nearer and nearer. The dark figures of the drivers 
passed and re-passed behind it. I screamed and yelled in 
my agony, and in the frenzy of the moment drew a pistol 
from my pocket, and fired, — why, or in what direction, I 
know not. A shrill scream shot through the gloom. Was 
it a death-cry? I could not tell, for I had fainted. 

"The remainder is easily told. The train had, on dis- 
covering my being left behind, sent back an engine to fetch 
me; but from a mistake of the driver, who was given to 
suppose that I had not entered the tunnel, he had kept the 
engine at half speed, and without the happy accident of the 
pistol and the flash of the powder, I should inevitably have 
been run down ; for, even as it was, the collision drove my 
carriage about fifty yards backwards, an incident of which, 
happily, I neither was conscious at the time, nor suffered 
from afterwards." 

VOL. II. — 19 
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** Tliiil rtiiiM's of tnivclliiii; <iii a fnniji, imlr'*^.!' 
tiMVtl :i ni(lilv-I':i<'«Mt uM p'nllriiiaii m tiiaii -ii":: -«. " i . — 
fellows haw iu> more iioti«»ii of how to in:k!i:ii:t' ai« «:.;.:• — 

**Th:in the iN»|»e hrw of th«' ]M>lka," rhiiiit^i lu u \< :-. 1- - 
accfiit from tlic roriit'i* of thi* carriai;«'. 

" ViTV triu*, jiir," ivjoiiinl the f«»r!inT •* I. iij ".:*;. .^ :. 
onlv hiiii:u:ii:r to sin-ak to thr UiiU-i. 'I iji- i]«>:ii« i.t r..^ . ' 
it on with Fri'iM'h ^r (tcrmuii, M>iiK'thiii^ ;^<n- nr-<r.j. 1 
b:iw how tlu'V nia-^tt'il tin* |K*iipI«' at V« i^ailU -. :ii. i 

"Ah I th*' tifvil :i Mt ihrv kin»» aU.iit i: .r i... " i ■■■ 
[M)simI thr KiiM'raM«T. •'Thf wuti-i !■« mvri 'n.-ri !mi:. 1 
warm, nuA thtTc *s iiKirt* Hiiiokr out of thi <-!.:i'|. - j ; . 
HtaiitU ill front tliaii «Mit of the fiinnrl. Vu* \ \* ^> ■.• 
un t'n;zint' at rach iikI. ami it t:ikf> lu«nty n.n.u:* - w' - 
Htation to lU'ciih- whi«*h wav ihi-v '11 ;:'». — «'iii i».k!.*:: ,■ ■ • 
wav. au'l till* otliiT tiial " 

** I^ it nut Ik-Mit in Il«'li:iiim? '* a-knl I 

'* Ili-l:^ii»m. is iir — !iail hn-k to it fm ImLmi*:!. I .j • 
know sonn'lhiiii: «»f liow <//»»/ niiinaL'i-. 'lU*'.* i- i. : . « 
of truth am«»iiLr tli«'m. Wt-n* \**\\ f\ir at Ai.tw' :- 

m 

'* Yi"* ; 1 havi" ita-^snl ttniiui:ti il -iXiial trih - 

*• Wrll. h'»w iun-j thir?* il takr t<» '^it fr-'fi. A* • »• 

•• ^ • i.i'iiiii.: :i."-.- :i::i!j :irj }i..i:r. i:' I :• ■..« ' - ■ 
•• ^■■'... • .:; _• :i. ■:• ' ■'!: !i,\ i .».-.. ;. ■ . I ■ 

i '■::ii« \ ."■ 

■ ft 

A !■ ;: -• '■:' '. . . .'. : :• 'i ;■: • --.' .. ■ ■ * ' - - 
M':i:ii '.\ :i!.\ • ■• ■ ■ ' * ■ ;..'". !.i I i: ■■;... ■ - 
rijif •'! •:.* - .'■.-•■. .. . -. I • . 

•■ ^ "ij :; 1-. . . • ■ . . • \ . ■ . .-■ . . • 

• ■■•'' \ ' . . I ■ . 1 . » 

• •• • I ■ 

' I ■ . I : I -.x . • • • ■ .'.'■..•.'• 

• ■ • ■ - ■ * fl 

^.- :■ . \ ' ••: ■ ■ . • ■ • . '. . .-\ ■.. •. '::.::.%': 

■'■■■■■ -?■ ■■■'••' nii : . 

!.■■•■ ...il."- • : ..:.- .Mi! *^ t.* 

■I - ■*.•!.,•■•••- :ij«i«l- •^;2.-' * <• 

• ■ ' ■ ■ ■■■..'.- • . ' r . "A., .'ii!, :i;, n«*. _ ^ 
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quired; whfle I, anxioiis to learn the Irishman's explana- 
tion, timidly hinted a desire to hear more of his travelling 
experiences. 

He acceded to my wish with as much readiness as he 
wonld probably have done had I made overtures of battle, 
and narrated the following short incident, which, for mem- 
or^s sake, I have called 

"MR. BLAKE IN BELGIUM-- 

^^ I was persuaded," quoth ^Ir. Blake, — '' I was persuaded 
by my wife that we ought to go and live abroad for economy, 

— that there would be no end to the saving we 'd make by 
leaving our house in Galway, and taking up our residence 
in France or Belgium. First, we 'd let the place for at least 
six hundred a year, — the garden and orchard we set down 
for one hundred ; then we 'd send away all the lazy ^ old 
hangers on,' as my wife called them, such as the gate- 
keepers and gardeners and stable boys. These, her sister 
told her, were ^ eating us up ' entirely ; and her sister was a 
clever one too, — a widow woman that had lived in every 
part of the globe, and knew all the scandal of every capital 
in Europe, on less thau four hundred a year. She told my 
wife that Ireland was the lowest place at all ; nobody would 
think of bringing up their family there ; no education, no 
manners, and, worst of all, no men that could afford to 
marry. This was a home-stroke, for we had five grown-up 
girls. 

*' ' My dear,' said she, ' you '11 live like the Duchess of 
Sutherland, abroad, for eight hundred a year ; you '11 have 
a beautiful house, see company, keep your carriage and 
saddle horses, and drink Champagne every day of the week, 
like small beer ; then velvets and lace are to be had for a 
song ; the housemaids wear nothing but silk ; ' in fact, from 
my wife down to little Joe, that heard sugar candy was only 
a penny an ounce, we were all persuaded there was nothing 
like going abroad for economy. 

"Mrs. Fitzmaurioe — that was my sister-in-law's name 

— explained to us how there was nothing so expensive as 
Ireland. 

" » T is not, my dear,' said she, ' that things are 
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*iiiock thin*;H' that wcro conlly. It wan fn^ihtful !■■ • * 
how many fuiiiilicri wvrc hrcni^ht to ruin hy rhoap ar:i> .. - 

'* ' 1 Hii|>]K>Hi> it*H all ri*;ht/ tuinl I to niVTH'lf ; ' a!.*i -^ 'l- 
as I am conoiTntMl 1 '11 not U'^;;nr my family by laW.: j ' 
cheap wincd. If they liavo iiny Iiur>;un<ty that pH-^ im. „.^ . 
as onr ami oi«:ht]>once, I will drink two UittU*;* rwry •!&% 

** Wi'lK sir. At last canu* the timv that I wa^ t*> »• : 
to join thfui; ami I saihMl from I^nuloii in thf l^r:T.i^-« 
Victoria, with my pass|M>rt in one |HK*krt, ami a writta n «>- r 
of (lirootions in the other, for of Kri*neh I knew n«>'. • l' 
Byllaltle. It was nt»t that my knowhtl^o wa^ iii.]i« rf«- t 
iUuihtfiil; but I was as ignorant of the lan^'iia^f .-».•* *.: ..- . 
it was a i1ea<l one. 

" * The place sIhmiM U* cheap/ thought I, ' f»>r CN-rrai? ■■ r 
has no charms of si*enerv to rectmimeml it.* as wo •. « . 
wemUtl our way up the slu*;i;ish Si'hehlt. ami l«N.ki"i « - 
Bonie astonislimeiit at the laml the Dutchmen th«*u;:!i: « - . 
fljzhtin^ for. Arrivi»<l at Antwrrp. I went ifir'»»ij:. 
onleal of havin<4 my trunks ninsaekiNl. ami my |-.:f*:* '. 
examin«Ml l>v some warlike-lfNikini: character;*, with !»« - • 
on. Thev Kiitl nianv thiniis to me; but I ina^li- ii>> -• : 
iM*ein^ that we were iittlr likely ti» iH'nefit by rach ot^« r < 
versa! ion ; ami at last, whm all my furmnjiie-t wi-r- ^ - 
pli^liftj. I folliiwiMJ a ri»ti('t>ur-i' **i |««m|'!i wiin. I : _■ ' 
iMJ-^ril. Win* on th«ir way T«i tin- r:uln»a<l. 

•• It i- :l j»l:i;.'My kitiil "f \\i\iij: iiji'iijli. wvi, f . i ■ . 
man. n^t !•» >pi:ik tin- 1:iii.;m:il'«' "f !M'»^e a*"'.r 
rvrr. I in:i«lr niv*»« If ti»lt r:iMv wrM iini]i r^:.-»-l a: r - - . 
bv piillinL' ont a hniiilful ^f -lUt-r ii-::!. ;i'. 1 :■ • . i" 
wopl nrii-'«i-!-, wit!i i-\»iv varirTV"f a«'-. :»! 1 « ■. 
Tln'V L'li''"'"""'! niv in!i ii*i»»!.-. aii>l in .i« s:.-*;. [j . ■ * 
inal'ilitv In -j«i:ik <'iir ^\'!"1 -'f l-":i r.*'}.. | .! • : •■ - ■. . *. -. ^ 
al'ili-^ till I li :i'-};i'i "l.i- ■<' •).•■ •:!*? iji - \* . i-*. a — : 
i'lt w, miii'T:.» I ri :■'.:• ■! :■' .:. ;i ■■•!/;-• i .•■: i- --f *l.-*'^r i^ 
-n-- i« ■!. .A' "^ ■ t' ■ •«■< :: ^ ■ 'ii "■■ •■ i i ■; • ;■ *::iiil *ii;p «!xs 



v:t-'ni_' i;:. :. ■ u . ..'!:. :i:..l i ■'! j ■_■.-■ 1 ! .. Tram, a! a t 
1i«mm -! • :j • ■ .'• - .»:, !. iir ; !■ .' ■•■ *.. - i-ii .i ^'rnpin^. 
ii.j. •>:.;■.♦:.: .■. r \ : ^' 'v •• ■'.•:.. it »aj« :i:«»rr lik« tmrrl- 
ill..- '".ir :i ^ . .\' • ' r i ir-'V i.-al tlian anything elf«. I 
•■■■A •'■ I* • ' .'- I'f i-;i::i:ijf I wa* in. but ihr m»- 
M :_■•:- \V'!« all w !.i*i -!;ti-i il. ^nioky-l«iokini; fcllt>«». w:u 
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very soiled Bhirts and dirty hands ; with them, of courHo, I 
had no manner of intercoarse. I was just thinking whether 
I should n't take a nap, when tlie train came to a deatl Htop, 
and immediately after, the whole platform was covered witli 
queer-looking fellows, in shovelled hats, and long pettic^iatH 
like women. These gentry kept bowing and saluting v.acU 
other in a very droll fasliion, and absorbed my att4!ntion, 
when my arm was pulle<l by one of the guards of th«; lin4;, 
while he said something to me in French. What ha wanU^d, 
the devil himself may know ; but the more I prot4:Hti;<l that I 
couldn't speak, the louder he replieil, an<l the more franti- 
cally he gesticulated, pointing while he did Hft Uy a train nlKiut 
to start, hard by. 

'^*0h! that's it,' said I to myself, * wi* change conchi'H 
here ; ' and so I immediately got out, and mifle the b<;Ht of my 
way over to the other train. I hail »carc«:iy tlmi; to Mpiin-, 
for away it went at alx>ut the same livf^ly {fVJ'M aM thi; lant 
one. After travelling about an hour and a half more, 1 Ih:- 
gan to look out for Brussels, and, I^K^king at my r;ryl<* of 
instructionB, I suspected I could not N: far off; nor wan I 
much mistaken as to our lxfini< nigh a Atation. for thi: Hp<r(rd 
was diminishetl to a slow trot, and th<rn a walk, aft«*r a mik of 
which we crept up to the oubiide of a larj^#: town. Thi-re 
was no use in losing time in asking qfj«rntion.<t ; nti I M4:ized my 
carpet-bag, and ]um[^l out, and, rertirttiri';; all th«T offiirn of the 
idle vagabonds to carry my InsT'^i^age. f forr<d rny way throu;^h 
the crowd, and s«-t out in -!«-fir'-h of rnv familv. 1 mfttxi trot 
into an intricate web of narrow ^fr<:«:trt, with ^\i*t\m full of 
wooden shoes, piji^-s. and lj|;ink»-t.«i of all the r'»!or»» of ihu 
rainbow; and after walkifi'^ for nVni^. i:hr*-<T-'jii:irti:r's of nn 
hour, began to doubt whi-th*-r f wn-! wtt t.rn-. i-r-m';? th»- -:ifii«- 
klentical streets. — or wa- it that, tney w«Te only hp/tn'-r-' 
* Where's the Ikitil.-vard ? ' thoiju'iit I. * thi^j Unutifii! pl:i"- 
they have been tellinir me of, »i*h hoii-o** on ofi«- -si'l*-. mil 
trees on the other; I can ^**'. norhin/ Ua*- It;' nn'l -jo 1 -a*. 
down on my car|>*:l-ba'/. an'i r^^'/rir. '.o riir/iiiiat«: *jU ii^j 

situation. 

'•' Well, this will n«:v^r io.' -»a. i la* i i^' I ■.. . 
and ask for the B^^'i^vari ie II- j-r*. ■ - *: [••- ■' * •* 
ba«! accent that arr.'i^-d *:.•-':., ' '• • ■ r. f-.. » ■• f -' 
on a brr/a/l ;rrin : ■*''::.•: \^..*.''-\ • ..- ajiv. i . i - 
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word aboat the Cuinssier, I '11 not leave a nbole bone in 
your akiD.' 

'* Well, sir, 1 got a roast chieken, and a dish of irater-cress. 
and I got into a bed about four feet six long ; and wb:it be- 
tween the fleas and tbe nightmare, I had n't a pleasant time 
of it till morning. 

" After breakfast I opened mvmapof Brussels, and, s«d<1- 
ing for tbe landlord, bid him point with bin tinger to tiie 
place I was in. He soon nnderstood mv meauiug : buL tak- 
ing me bj the arm, he l«1 me to the wall, on which was a 
large map of Belgium, and then, my Jewell what do yo'i 
think I discovered? It was not in Brussels I was at all. but 
in Loiivain '. seventeen miles on the other side of it ! Well, 
there was nothing for it now but to go back ; 6o I paiil a.y 
bill and set off down to tbe station. In half an hour u.'. 
train came up, and when they asked me where I was Ziii-v- 
I repeated tbe word • Brnssels ' several times ovtr, TLU •]:■ ! 
not seem to satisfy them ; and they said something aVj.: 
my being an Eugliahman. 

" • Yes, yes, ' said I, ' Angleterre, Angkterre. ' 

" ' Ah, Angleterre ! ' said one, who looked sbrewdfer iL^u 
the rest ; and as if at once comprebeudiug uiy iuteuti'jLi. L-: 
assisted mc into a carnage, and, politely takiu-j oft i-L^ •^■.- 
made me a salute at parting, adding someihiu-/ a'v^i*. ^ 
'voyage.' MVell, he'll be a cunning fellow that a^.-:i •-.-. 
leave this train till it cornea to ita destination.' said I ; -I.! 
not be shoved out by auv o<i(ifmuhK''l Lrnunl. n^ ! th! r»-«v • 
day.' >[y resolutioD was nc)t v\\. ■ i 

very plact 1 got out. on tht .i.i- i 

be^n making signs for mc t<> 

•"I'll tetl you what,' •ay» !. ■- . -.i^ Iwl ul ^._, • lUiO 
nmbrelhi at tbe same nirm.iit. ■ I'll i 
if you will not lei mr nV i 
for King Leopold him^lf.' 

'• And though \ ' ' "^ 
(be way I handled i 
Joking, and bo g 
peace. Tbe otiwrl 

CXplaBBtiOD. 

•Yca.'M]d£ 
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that ; but they all thought it a high joke. I spent an hour 
in this fashioD, aud then gave up the pursuit. My next 
thought was the hotel where my family had stopped on their 
arrival, which I found, on examining my notes, was called 
the ' Hotel de SuMe.' Here I was more lucky, — every one 
knew that ; and after traversing a couple of streets, I found 
myself at the door of a great roomy inn, with a door like 
a coach-house gate. *• There is no doubt about this,' said I ; 
for the words ' Hotel de SuMe ' were written up in big letters. 
I made signs for something to eat, for I was starving ; but 
before my pantomime was well begun, the whole household 
set off in search of a waiter who could speak English. 

^^ *• Ha! ha! ' said a fellow with an impudent leer, * ros 
bif, eh?' 

^^ I did not know whether it was meant for me, or the bill 
of fare, but I said ^ Yes, and potatoes ; ' but before I let 
him go in search of the dinner, I thought I would ask him 
a few words about my family, who had stopped at the hotel 
for three weeks. 

" ' Do you know Mrs. Blake,* said I, ' of Castle Blake? ' 

** ' Yees, yees, I know her very veil.' 

" ' She was here about six months ago.' 

" ' Yees, yees ; she vas here sex months.' 

'* ' No ; not for six months, — three weeks.' 

" ' Yees ; all de same.* 

'* ' Did you see her lately? ' 

" ' Yees, dis moruiu'.* 

'* ' This morning I was she here this morning? ' 

"'Yees; she come here vith a captain of Cuirassiers — 
ah ! droll fellow dat I * 

'* 'That's a lie anvliow,' said I, 'my young gentleman;' 
aud with that I planted my fist between his eyes, and laid 
him flat on the floor. Upon my conscience you would have 
thought it was murder I had done ; never was there such yell- 
ing, and screaming, and calling for the police, and Heaven 
knows what ])esides : and sure enough, they marched me off 
between a file of soldiers to a place like a guard-room, where, 
whatever the fellow swore against me, it cost me a five-pound 
note before I got free. 

'• * Keep a civil tongue in your head, young man, about 
Mrs. Hlake, anyway ; for by the hill of Maam, if I hear a 
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word aboat the Cuirassier^ I '11 not leave a whole bone in 
your skin.' 

'^ Well, sir, I got a roast chicken, and a dish of water-cress, 
and I got into a bed about four feet six long ; and what be- 
tween the fleas and the nightmare, I had n't a pleasant time 
of it till morning. 

^^ After breakfast I opened mj map of Brussels, and, send- 
ing for the landlord, bid him point with his finger to the 
place I was in. He soon understood my meaning ; but, tak- 
ing me by the arm, he led me to the wall, on which was a 
large map of Belgium, and then, my jewel! what do you 
think I discovered ? It was not in Brussels I was at all, but 
in Louvain ! seventeen miles on the other side of it ! Well, 
there was nothing for it now but to go back ; so I paid my 
bill and set off down to the station. In half an hour the 
train came up, and when they asked me where I was going, 
I repeated the word ' Brussels ' several times over. This did 
not seem to satisfy them; and they said something about 
my being an Englishman. 

" ' Yes, yes, ' said I, ' Angleterre, Angleterre. ' 

'"Ah, Angleterre!' said one, who looked shrewder than 
the rest ; and as if at once comprehending my intentions, he 
assisted me into a carriage, and, politely taking off his hat, 
made me a salute at parting, adding something about a 
' voyage.' ' Well, he '11 be a cunning fellow that sees me 
leave this train till it comes to its destination,' said I; ^ I'll 
not be shoved out by any confounded guard, as I was yester- 
day. • My resolution was not taken in vain, for just at the 
very place I got out, on the day before, a fellow came, and 
began making signs for me to change to another train. 

'' 'I'll tell you what,* says I, laying hold of my cotton 
umbrella at the same moment, ' I '11 make a Belgian of you, 
if you will not let me alone. Out of this place I 'II not budge 
for King Leopold himself.* 

" And though he looked very savage for a few minutes, 
the way I handled my weapon satisfied him that I was not 
joking, and he gave it up for a bad job, and left me at 
peace. The other passengers said something, I suppose, in 
explanation. 

" 'Yes,' said I, 'I 'm an Englishman, or an Irishman,— 
it 's all one, — Angleterre.' 
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flxsht^l on mv, &« I wniolii?i) tlic iiinii i» lltr )>aL';:ai:v ' 
IbMUii): ihf IniDinp.'. .lUil. fwiziii^ <me of ibc iiiiiiirin^l ij 
inarkfHl ■ Itnixi'llcn.' I took off my ckh, ami ntm-k ii r* •' 
tliG Mluiiililora. Tliix <l<>iif. I rrHUiiKil my cartnrnt. sii-1 
iny I'lnw. 

■■ rill- [ilan Durcfcdo) ; tbi- unly itiroiivviiifiirf 1 mi*;ji 
U-iiit: tbf iitTi'Htiity I WM uu<Kt uf nhitwnii: my ■:>% 
whfiifvcr tlit*y 'pu-sHiiHuil riitr, aii<l innkitik; a |-in'mti. ■■ 
i-»ti)[>aiiy. — tt ifrfoniimicf that ki'|>t iliv jia-Min:' r- n. ■ 
CriHtfur tln.'w1i(ilfilBy'!*)iiiiriu-y. S..ynn m-v. emiU n . ;. 
iimv talk n>t iIh-v |>li-aM- almnl tliv liiii' fmtti A:.:*' - 
llninHi-lM. niitl llu-'liiiu' liiii-; mily on.- In.iir lift.. i> :uit.<i:. • 
take iiiv wonl f^r it. llial .-viii — if vmi ■(■in'i l,-»l».- s 
rt'st — it's a p«-lllm-.- .lay-' ami a'half. ai..I .■,»:-.;. 
(Ivv fraiit'!'. aihl ifiin- ropiH-ri U-i.iiii-." 

"Tlic i-comilDV ••{ Ilif Colililiciil. Itivii. -Ii'l ic>I f:;/ 
exiM'ciitiiiiiif ?" 

• Ko'ii y in it?" t-dxnil Mr. Illak. . villi :i ^-i-n. 

til.- iiialt.ri>f tlial. my •U-»r. it «asliLi- my "»i. .i.;--. . 

Iiiiulilv riiiiii'lalHiiil wav "f ^faiiiiii^' vi-iir •■I'jt'il. ai I 

bf fiKlwl h.-avily- ■■'m.lliiri-j to l"«!.t ..f wli.n >-.; ^ ■ 
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llafili.ii oil nil', :trt 1 nniiluvl ilu- 111:111 iii tli.- 'i-.t^^-.tj- 
litU-IHii:: ilir li;i}:v:a}:.-. :ii).l. s.-izii.- -lu --f :!,.■ _■ . . ... ; 
miirki'il ■ ISniSi-Ilt'.-'.' I l<><>k "iT my •■><:ii. nixl ~u>.-^ :: 
llii- ■'Iii'uIiIit;'. Tliin iloiii'. I rf!<iiiiii'it tia i;:iriii(ii:. 1; 
niv i>l:uv. 

'--'ni<'[il:tii Hiu-.-.-.-.!,.!: iW onlv ihi-»i,vviii. ■..-. I •.-■ 
Uiiii: H»- umfsiiy I «:i, uh.Ut ..f -h .«!i!j i:.. .* 

n.mi.:.i.y. — -1 |«if iili.vlkil k. |.t U,.- 1;.". ...-.: - 

iiriii- f.T tlio «h..|.' iliiv'- j..urii.v. y>,.\,.-. -. . . j. ■/ . . 
m:iv l:ilk lit iIk'V |.li-r.-.- iil-.i'n l!,.' 111,. fT..>i. \ ■ 
Un'i-'.-l-.:iii.l 111.' liiii.'Uiir.'.. Illy M„,l,...i, ■:.f:..:.- 
Ink.- niv «-.ir.I f.-r il. iliiii .v.ii — if n-h .i.-i.'* ■.-. 

r,.-l — it'- :i -J.-.l Illl.r .!:.%■-■ :.U'i :. ;.;.:f. :.l..i . ■.■- 
liv.' fiil.i.'-. :lli>l -..til.- .■..|.|«l- U.|.i. -.- 

••'I'll.- .'.'■■Il.'lliy ••( III.' C'..|.Iiii..iiI. i:'>.|t. .;:■] ;. • ■ 

•i: ,..ii.y I- ir:-..-l..-'.i Mr. V.l.,\. . ^r.. , . . 

III.' :ii:ill.i ..V ■hill, iriv .l.'ni'. il «;.- lu.- -i.-. ■■"■ ■ 

liil-liIV !.-iiii.i:il I «':.\ ..f -'.nil!,- \..ii! ■'■•■■■■ •- . 

il.' -i-*li.-.l ii.':.Mlv ■■ n..lliiii- t-. 1-".:.-! .'f «:..: 
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